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YEAR 5  NEWSLETTER 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
How great it is to be back at school after a triumphant Term 2! Particular highlights were our 
Chelsea Pensioners drama performance, our lovely Tower of London trip and our cheerful 
Christmas singing. Although Term 3 is short, we have lots of exciting things to look forward to 
and pack in before February Half-Term! 
 
 

Year 5 Curriculum: Term 3 
 

 
English 
 

 

This term we will be reading ‘Cosmic Disco’, a collection of poems by Grace 
Nichols, and ‘Cosmic’ by Frank Cottrell Boyce. 
 
Key Takeaways for the children will need to learn and remember this term: 
 

- Forms of poetry - ability to create and identify ballads (13 lines long, rhyming 
couplets, 14 syllables), cinquain (5 lines long), comic verse (poetry that uses word 
play, without fixed rules of rhyme or rhythm), concrete poems (poems arranged 
in a graphic pattern) and Kennings (a poem describing objects using figurative 
language instead of a single-word noun). 

- Using standard English – standard verb forms (e.g. I did/ I done, we were/ was, 
he was/ we, isn’t/ ain’t), pronouns (them/ those, that/what, anything/ 
nothing), adverbs using –ly (run quickly, quick). 

- Formality (formal and informal vocabulary) – the difference between vocabulary 
typical of informal speech and writing, and vocabulary appropriate for formal 
speech and writing, e.g. ask for/ request. 

- Clauses – subordinating conjunctions and subordinate clauses – extending the 
range of sentences by subordinating using when, if, that, because and although. 

 

Targets: 
- To write for a range of purposes and audiences, confidently selecting the 

structure and organisation of a text depending on audience and purpose. 
- To use dialogue to convey a character and to advance the action, with increasing 

confidence. 
- To use a wider range of linking words/phrases between sentences and 

paragraphs to build cohesion, including time adverbials (e.g. later), place 
adverbials (e.g. nearby) and number adverbials (e.g. secondly) 

- To use some relative clauses beginning with a relative pronoun (e.g. who, which, 
where, when, whose, that). 
 

Written outcomes: 
- Composing an email from one character to another 
- Diary entry 
- Non-fiction writing (leaflet) 
- Writing a message to a character in the story 
- Newspaper report 
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Maths 
 

This term we have two Maths topics:  Multiplication & Division and Fractions. 
Please scroll down to find a useful Knowledge Organiser near the end of this 
newsletter. 
 
Key Takeaways for the children to learn and remember: 
 

- A fraction is part of a whole 
- A proper fraction has a numerator smaller than the denominator 
- An improper fraction has a numerator that is larger than the denominator 
- A unit fraction has a numerator of one 

A non-unit fraction has a numerator larger than one 
Targets: 

- To multiply a 4-digit number by a 2-digit number using a formal written method 
- To divide a 4-digit number by a 1-digit number using a formal written method 
- To divide with remainders 
- To calculate equivalent fractions 
- To convert between mixed numbers and improper fractions 
- To compare and order fractions  

 
 
 

 
Science  
 

 

 
This term our topic is Earth & Space. 
 
Key Takeaways for the children to learn and remember: 
 
 

- Describe the movement of the Earth, and other planets, relative to the Sun in the 
solar system 

- Describe the movement of the Moon relative to the Earth 
- Describe the Sun, Earth and Moon as approximately spherical bodies 
- Use the idea of the Earth’s rotation to explain day and night and the apparent 

movement of the Sun across the sky 
 
 
 

 
Religious Education 
 
 

 
Through our RE lessons this term we will be contemplating the question, ‘What 
is Buddhism?’  
 

Our topic provides lots of great opportunities for children to think, read and 
discuss critically. We loved our Christianity topic last term and look forward to 
making links between our knowledge of Christianity, Buddhism, and our own 
religious or moral beliefs. 
 

Key Takeaways for the children to learn and remember: 
 

- The Dharma Wheel is symbol of Buddhism, it has eight spokes and there are 
multiple ways of interpreting religious symbols. 

- Siddhatha Gautama was a philosopher and spiritual leader who lived around the 
border of modern-day Nepal and India around 6th-4th century BC. He became 
enlightened and became Buddha. 

- The Four Noble Truths are considered one of the most important teachings in 
Buddhism. They are dukkha (suffering), samudaya (craving), nirodha (ending), 
magga (the path). People who have different beliefs and life experiences will 
view suffering and the meaning of life differently. 

- Sacrifice and kindness are key themes that Buddhism and Christianity have in 
common in their stories. 
 
 
 

 
Art 

 
Painting, Mixed Media and Collage. Artist study: Banksy and Frida Kahlo 
 



Key Takeaways to learn and remember are: 
 

- We are learning to develop an understanding of tints (adding white) and shades 
(adding black) when using colours.  

- We are learning to create a mixed media piece.  

- We are learning to create mood and feeling within paintings. 
- We are learning to combine visual and tactile qualities within a collage.  
-  

PSHE Puberty and Healthy Lifestyles 
 
We’ll be covering: 
 

- Talking about puberty 
- The reproductive system 
- Puberty help and support 
- Respect and equality 

 
PE Swimming (Friday afternoons) 

 
Goals: 

- I can float on my front and back.  
- I can roll from my front to my back and then regain a standing position.  
- I can glide on both front and back.  
- I know several pool rules and can explain how they help me to stay safe.  
- I can demonstrate what to do if I fall into water.  
- I can swim over a distance of 10m unaided.  
- I can begin to use arms and legs together to move effectively across the water.  

 
 

Music Exploring Key and Time Signature 
 
 

Spanish  

 

Our term 3 unit focuses on sports and opinions.  
 

Key Takeaways: 
- pronounce cognate and other sports accurately from text. 
- describe sports, using simple sentences with 'tiene', 'es' and 'hay'. 
- to be able to say which sports they like/dislike doing, using 'me gusta' + infinitive 

verb. 
 

Please scroll down to find a useful Knowledge Organiser at the end of this 
newsletter. 

Spellings and  
Word Lists 

For details on the spellings we expect children to learn in Year 5, please click on 
the links below: 
 

• Y5 Spellings  
 

• Y5 Additional Spellings  

https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Y5-Y6-statutory-spellings.pdf?ts=1601930212
https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Homophones-and-other-words-that-are-often-confused-Y5-and-Y6.pdf?ts=1601930969


Multiplication  
Tables 

It’s been great to see how much the children are using Times Tables Rockstars to 
help with their Times Tables practice at home.  
Please keep using it regularly and let me know if you have misplaced your login:  
Times Tables Rockstars 

 
 

 
Timetable Reminders 
 

Mondays Spelling Test – the children are given the spelling list each week and opportunity to 
practise in school. They must also practise at home, taking note of definitions and 
use their phonics for sounds. Words will be tested each week on Mondays. 

Tuesdays Homework – to be handed in 
Fridays Swimming at the YMCA – bring kit in swimming bag, regular school uniform (not 

PE kit), please do not bring book bag/ reading record 
Daily Reading records: Your child has a yellow Reading Record that needs to be 

brought in to be checked by the teacher every day. Their books will be 
changed on their weekly book changing day, written on the front of their 
record. Please ensure that they are reading and recording daily. If children are 
not recording daily at home, they will use their playtime in order to keep up 
their daily reading habit. 
 

 
 

Uniform and Reminders 
 

- Book bags must be an StCD uniform bag. No rucksacks - this is a Year 6 privilege. 
- Water bottle – a clearly named reusable water bottle, plain water only, no squash etc. 
- Reminder – there are to be no toys or personal items brought in from home, including 

fidget toys or toy keyrings. These will be returned to an adult. 
- School uniform reminders: School Uniform 

 
 

Additional Resources 
If you are in need of any further resources to support your child with learning at home this term, 
then please explore the following: 
 

• Writing Mats – These writing mats summarise the grammar, punctuation and spellings that children 
need to know by the end of Year 5.  

 

• Maths – These mats provide a useful overview of the maths topics we are learning in Year 5, and the 
main objectives for each.  

 

• Handwriting – Please explore this link if you would like to support your children with their 
handwriting at home. 

 

• Nrich - Maths at home – This website contains fantastic challenges and problems for children to 
solve and require very few resources.  

 

• Reading – this is a great list of books that are suitable for Year 5 readers and have free extracts to 
read. These could give you some inspiration for your next library trip or spending any festive book 
tokens! 

 
Please do continue to communicate with me about any ways I can continue to support you and 
your child. Here’s to another wonderful term! 
 

Warm wishes and thank you for your continued support, 
Miss Clare Routledge, Year 5 teacher                        

Please scroll down to find useful Knowledge Organisers for Maths and Spanish. 
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https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Writing-Mats-more-information-of-progression-for-expected-level.pdf?ts=1610014317
https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Year-5-2.pdf?ts=1610014802
https://www.st-clementdanes.westminster.sch.uk/341/latest-blogs/post/589/handwriting
https://nrich.maths.org/maths-at-home
https://www.lovereading4schools.co.uk/lists/35/Year-5-age-9-10


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please scroll down to find a  Knowledge Organiser Spanish. 
 



 

Year 5, Term 3


