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Monday 14th June 2021  

YEAR 4  NEWSLETTER 
 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome to the last half term of Year 4! The time has flown by. Writing reports has given me a chance to reflect on 
all of the brilliant moments and experiences from this year, and review the progress that the children have made.  
 

Here’s an overview of some of what we are learning this term:  
 
 
English  
 

This term our class text is ‘Arthur and the Golden Rope’. It is the story of an unlikely 
hero, who sets out on a quest to defeat a terrifying monster! The text links with our work 
on Vikings and Scandinavia this term. The children have already impressed me with 
their knowledge of the Norse gods! 
 
The pupils will continue to hone their writing skills across a range of genres – 
newspapers, diary entries, descriptions, persuasive writing, and narratives. We will also 
be focusing on speaking and listening skills this term, using drama and debates.  
 
Your child can enrich their learning by reading around the subjects, including books on 
Norse mythology that they can borrow from our reading corner.  
 

The single most important way to support your child’s learning, in English and in all the 
other subjects, is daily 20 minutes of reading. This can be independently, or occasionally, 
if possible, out loud to an adult. This makes a huge difference to their enthusiasm and engagement in reading. I’m 
always very happy to discuss ways to support daily reading.  
 

Maths  
 

This term, we are focusing on Statistics and Geometry. This includes work on angles, shapes, lines of symmetry, 
interpreting charts, and interpreting line graphs.  
 
It is important that pupils continue to work on their mental arithmetic, particularly their timestables. Knowledge of 
timestables underpins most of their work in number, and it’s critical to their confidence and success in years 5 and 6, 
and beyond.  
 
 It’s great to see the majority of the class have a solid grasp of their timestables. This last term is a good time to secure 
any timestables that are still proving tricky (7,8,9s and 12s).  We are going to give pupils weekly timestables tests. I’d 
recommend Timestable.co.uk for short bursts of daily practice.  
 

If you’re interested in following or supplementing what we are learning in Maths, I recommend the  
Power Maths Year 4 Practice Book 4C – this contains everything that we’re learning this term, and costs £2.  

 
History and Geography  
 

In History and Geography this term, we are learning about Scandinavia and the Vikings! In Geography we 
will focus on geographical skills – interpreting maps, atlases and charts, and learning about the physical and 
human geography of Denmark and Norway. 

mailto:office@stcd.co.uk
http://www.st-clementdanes.westminster.sch.uk/
https://www.timestables.co.uk/
https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Power-Maths-4c.jpg?ts=1619426572


 In History, pupils will learn about the Viking’s transformation from raiders to settlers, and their skirmishes 
with some of the great Anglo Saxon kings. This class is full of keen historians, and I am sure that they will 
throw themselves into this topic with enthusiasm. 
 
To deepen their knowledge, pupils are welcome to borrow books relating to our topic from the class reading 
corner. They might also enjoy watching documentaries (please check these beforehand to ensure that they 
are suitable.)  
 

R.E. – Christianity – this term the pupils will explore the question, ‘Why is liturgy important to many Christians?’ 
 
Computing -  We will explore how ‘repetition’ and ‘looping’ are used in computer programming. This will culminate 
in pupils’ creating an animation on Scratch.  
 

Music – Our lessons this term will be taught by a specialist music teacher, Mr Treen. The children will be working on 
performance using percussion instruments.  
 
Art - This term’s Art lessons will be linked to Viking art and artefacts. We will be focusing on form and sculpture.  
 

Spanish - Our unit in Spanish this term is the seasons.  
 

 

PE - We are working on sports day events and netball this term, with specialist PE lessons from Coach Robin every 
Monday.  
 
Targets 
 

Our Maths Targets for Term 6: 
Statistics 
  

 To interpret charts.   

 To calculate ‘sum’ and ‘difference’ using charts, to compare data using charts.  

 To draw and interpret line graphs.   
Geometry: 
Properties of Shape 
 

 To identify, compare and order angles.  

 To identify and solve problems with triangles and quadrilaterals.  

 To identify lines of symmetry and complete symmetric figures.   

Measurement: 
Position and Direction.  
 

 To describe position.  

 To draw position on a grid.  

 To move on a grid.  

 To describe movement on a grid.   

 

 

Our English Targets for Term 6: 

Reading  To make inferences and predictions.  

 To support inferences and predictions with evidence from the text.  

 To identify how language and structure contribute to meaning.   

 To discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination.  

Writing  To proofread carefully to amend their own and other’s writing.  

 To consolidate knowledge of the full range of punctuation from previous year groups.  

 To regularly and correctly use apostrophes, commas and inverted commas.  

 To use ‘powerful adjectives’ and ‘powerful verbs’ to improve their writing.  

 
Thank you for all you do to support your child’s learning, and thank you for communicating with me so proactively.  
I enjoy our conversations, and I’m always available if you’d like an update on your child’s wellbeing and progress.  
 
With kind regards,   
  

Miss Foxton 

Year 4 Class Teacher   


