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 Monday 28th February 2022 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

YEAR 3  NEWSLETTER 
 

Welcome to Term 4! It has been a fantastic year so far and it has been great to be back in 
the classroom with your children after the half term break. A huge well done and thank 
you to everyone, children and adults for your continuous commitment to learning. The 
work the children have produced so far this year has been wonderful and I have cherished 
all of our moments for learning. A particular highlight for me was the Night of the 
Seawigs. I am so looking forward to another excellent term with lots of creativity, fun 
and enjoyment!  
  
We have lots of exciting learning to look forward to this term including:  
 

English   
Our texts this term link to our Fairtrade learning in Geography. Our main texts are 
‘One Plastic Bag’ by Miranda Paul and ‘Mama Miti’ by Donna Jo Napoli. Both texts 
allow great opportunities for discussion about sustainability and the world we live in, 
as well as celebrating African cultures and traditions. 
 
Maths  
Our topics in Maths are money, statistics and measurement (length and perimeter).  
 
Geography  
Fairtrade is our overarching theme for the term, allowing for rich geographic  
enquiry into globalisation, trade sustainability and the world around us. 
 
R.E.  
Easter and the story of Jesus is the area of focus for the term. We will be answering 
our big question: Who is the most important person in the Easter story? 
 

Key religious vocabulary the children will learn and use in their independent  
writing are: 

 

Salvation:  To be rescued/saved by God.  Relationship between God and humankind is 
restored 
Disciple:  A follower of Jesus 
Betrayal:  to be let down/break of trust between people 
Denial:  Not owning up to the truth 
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Forgiveness:  To ‘let go’ of those things that hurt us 
Redemption:  Being set free by Jesus’ death 
Crucifixion: A method of executing criminals  
Resurrection:  The rising from the dead of Jesus Christ 

 
By the end of this term, all children will know:  

 

 The meaning of the core concept:   Salvation 
 The role Judas, Peter, the women and Mary Magdalene play in the Easter story. 
 What it means to betray, deny, reject those who are different. 
 Who might be viewed as the most important person in the Gospel accounts of 

Holy week and why. 

The questions we will be answering weekly are: 
 

 Why did Judas betray Jesus? 
 What does Peter’s denial say about the challenges of the Christian Faith? 
 Why were there women at the crucifixion of Jesus? 
 Who is the most important person in the Easter story?   

 
PSHE 
We will covering our ‘Family and Friends’ topic. This unit looks at the importance of 
relationships and friendships and develops children’s awareness of and ability to form 
and maintain healthy relationships. This includes the ability to value and empathise 
with others, manage conflict and recognise how we affect and are affected by others.   

 
Spanish 
The theme is animals and colours for our Spring term. The linguistic focus is gender, 
articles (definite & indefinite), plurals and adjectives (position & basic agreement). 
The grammatical concepts are all based around a core vocabulary of 9 animal nouns 
and 6 colours. 
 
PE   
Our sports this term are Basketball and Dance. Outdoor PE will be with Coach Robin 
on Monday afternoons and indoor PE will take place on Tuesday afternoons.  

 
 
Handwriting 

 
Presentation is very important at St Clement Danes and there is a big emphasis on 
handwriting and spelling. Children are working towards a much coveted ‘pen licence’. They 
can get this award when they are consistently (over a period of several weeks) joining their 
handwriting neatly and putting full effort into the presentation of every piece of work, in all 
subjects of the school curriculum. We discretely teach handwriting daily and I would 
appreciate your support in encouraging your child to write neatly at all times at home, write 



 

close to the margin and provide opportunities for practising their fine motor skills (e.g. playing 
with playdough, art projects, colouring in and threading activities).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Times Tables and Spelling 
Year 3 have made amazing progress with their times tables so far this year. We will be 
continuing our weekly tests, where each child is able to progress at their own pace.  
We are all running our own race with Times Tables but some parents have asked what 
the progression and sequencing looks like. We teach for mastery in the order 10, 5, 2, 4, 8, 
3, 6, 7, 9, 11, 12. By the end of Year 3, the aim is for children to know all except 7, 9, 11, 12 x 
tables. Our class has continued to astound me with their dedication to learning and 
practising their spellings! We will continue with our weekly Friday tests and I look 
forward to seeing all of their progress. Remember to keep using resources such as Hit the 
Button, IXL and Spelling Frame to keep practice exciting and fresh! 
 
 
Targets 
 

Our Maths Targets for Term 4: 

Measurement:  
Money 

 adding and subtracting amounts of money and to give change, 
using both £ and p in practical contexts 

 converting pounds and pence 
Statistics  interpreting and presenting data using bar charts, pictograms and 

tables 
 solving one-step and two-step questions (such as ‘How many 

more…?’) using information presented in scaled bar charts, 
pictograms and tables 
 

Measurement:  
Lengths and 
perimeter 
 

 To measure length using a 30cm ruler, tape measure and metre stick 
 To recognise that 10mm is equivalent to 1cm and use this knowledge to 

convert other multiples of 10mm into centimetres and vice versa 
 To partition measurement and convert into centimetres and millimetres 
 To compare lengths of different units using inequality symbols 
 To add and subtract lengths 
 To measure perimeter of 2-D shapes 
 To calculate the perimeter of 2-D shapes 

 

 

Starting writing 
close to the 
margin the whole 
way down the 
page. 

An example of 
great 
handwriting. 
Notice how 
descenders (p,y, 
j,q,f) sit on the 
line and the tails 
descend below the 
line. 
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https://spellingframe.co.uk/


 

 

Our English Targets for Term 4: 

Purpose  To write persuasively with an understanding of purpose and audience 
 To proof –read theirs and others’ work to check for errors, suggesting and 

making improvements 

Grammar  To maintain the correct tense (including present perfect tense) throughout a 
piece of writing with accurate subject/ verb agreement 

 To use ‘a’ or ‘an’ correctly throughout a piece of writing  
 To use subordinating conjunctions to show a cause and effect relationship. 

Spelling  To use a neat, joined handwriting style with increasing accuracy and speed 

 
Our RE targets  for Term 4: 

 The meaning of the core concept:   Salvation 

 The role Judas, Peter, the women and Mary Magdalene play in the Easter story. 
 What it means to betray, deny, reject those who are different. 
 Who might be viewed as the most important person in the Gospel accounts of 

Holy week and why. 

 
Our PSHE targets  for Term 4: 

 To be able to describe some of the qualities of a good friend, and to have developed 
strategies for making and keeping friends. 

 To understand and be able to cope with changes in friendship patterns, and know 
some ways to resolve conflict and other issues in friendships. 

 To be able to identify similarities and differences between themselves and their 
peers, and be able to recognise there are sometimes different points of view in a 
situation. 

 To be able to identify special people in their support networks, and know from 

whom and how to access support.  

 To be able to recognise that people live in different family patterns. 

 
 

Our Geography targets  for Term 4: 

Locational knowledge  
 To locate the world’s countries in South America / Europe using world maps focus 

concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities. 

Place knowledge  
To understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human 
and physical geography of a region in South America – compared to UK.  
 Comparing farming and lifestyles in the UK and banana farmers in Colombia. 
Human and physical geography 
To describe and understand key aspects of human geography including: 



 

 Types of settlement and land use. 
 Economic activity including trade links 
 The distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water 

(linking to food production, supply chains and access to water). 
To analyse evidence and begin to draw conclusions e.g. make comparisons between 
two locations using photos/ pictures, temperatures in different locations. 

 
 
Thank you for your continuous support. 
 
Best wishes,  
 
Miss Woods  
 
Year 3 Class Teacher   


