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Monday 1st March 2021 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

YEAR 3  NEWSLETTER 
 

Welcome to Term 4! After an unusual Term 3, I can’t wait to get back into the classroom and back to normal life. 
A huge well done and thank you to everyone, children and adults for your grace, patience and perseverance during 
remote learning. The work children have produced has been wonderful and I have cherished all of our moments 
for learning, laughs and growth together since January. Particular highlights for me were the Night of the 
Seawigs, Year 3 Talent Show and ‘Life Skills’ challenges! I am so looking forward to being back in the classroom 
and focusing on creativity, fun and enjoying being back together again! 
  
We have lots of exciting learning to look forward to this term including:  
 

English   
Our texts this term link to our Fairtrade topic in Geography. Our main texts are ‘One Plastic Bag’ by 
Miranda Paul and ‘Mama Miti’ by Donna Jo Napoli. Both texts allow great opportunities for discussion 
about sustainability and the world we live in, as well as celebrating African cultures and traditions. 
 

Maths  
Our topics in Maths are measurement (length and perimeter) and fractions (a revision of Year 2 content). 
 

Geography  
Fairtrade is our overarching theme for the term, allowing for rich geographic enquiry into globalisation, trade 
sustainability and the world around us. 
 

R.E.  
Easter and the story of Jesus is the area of focus for the term. 
 

Computing   
   We have been using Scratch at home and learning about the basic building blocks of computer coding and 

variables.  
 

Art  
  Our final project is creating a bag made of plastic bags (inspired by One Plastic Bag). Our topic is sculpture 

and we will be learning about a diverse range of artists from a variety of cultural traditions. 
 

Spanish 
Creating a monster! We will be revising the content from previous terms and learning more about naming 
parts of the body and colours to create our own imaginary monsters. 
 

PE   
Our sports this term are dance and basketball. Please ensure PE kits are in school from the first day back in 
school, Monday 8th March. 
 

Targets 
 

Our Maths Targets for Term 4: 
Measurement:  
Lengths and 
perimeter 
 

 To measure length using a 30cm ruler, tape measure and metre stick 
 To recognise that 10mm is equivalent to 1cm and use this knowledge to convert other multiples of 10mm into 

centimetres and vice versa 
 To partition measurement and convert into centimetres and millimetres 
 To compare lengths of different units using inequality symbols 
 To add and subtract lengths 
 To measure perimeter of 2-D shapes 
 To calculate the perimeter of 2-D shapes 
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Number:  
Fractions 
(revising Y2 
objectives) 

 To understand the concept of a whole being one object or quantity 
 To recognise equal and unequal parts using real life and pictoral representations 
 To recognise a half, quarter and third 
 To understand that unit fractions are an equal part of a whole 
 To understand that non-unit fractions are several equal parts of a whole 
 To understand that if the numerator and denominator are the same, the fraction is equivalent to a whole 
 To understand that ½ and 2/4 are equivalent 
 To count in fractions from any number up to 10 
 To understand that fractions can be larger than one whole 

 
 

Our English Targets for Term 4: 
Purpose  To write persuasively with an understanding of purpose and audience 

 To proof –read theirs and others’ work to check for errors, suggesting and making improvements 

Grammar  To maintain the correct tense (including present perfect tense) throughout a piece of writing with accurate 
subject/ verb agreement 

 To use ‘a’ or ‘an’ correctly throughout a piece of writing  

Spelling  To use a neat, joined handwriting style with increasing accuracy and speed 

 
Handwriting 
After a term of typing and using the computer – there is going to be a big emphasis on handwriting and spelling this 
term. Children are working towards a much coveted ‘pen licence’. They can get this award when they are consistently 
(over a period of several weeks) joining their handwriting neatly and putting full effort into the presentation of every 
piece of work, in all subjects of the school curriculum. We discretely teach handwriting daily and I would appreciate 
your support in encouraging your child to write neatly at all times at home, write close to the margin and provide 
opportunities for practising their fine motor skills (e.g. playing with playdough, art projects, colouring in and threading 
activities).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Times Tables and Spelling 
Year 3 made amazing progress with their times tables in Term 2. We will be continuing our weekly tests, where 
each child is able to progress at their own pace. We are all running our own race with Times Tables but some 
parents have asked what the progression and sequencing looks like. We teach for mastery in the order 10, 5, 2, 4, 8, 
3, 6, 7, 9, 11, 12. By the end of Year 3, the aim is for children to know all except 7, 9, 11, 12 x tables. Our class has 
continued to astound me with their dedication to learning and practising their spellings! We will continue with 
our weekly Friday tests and I look forward to seeing all of their progress. Remember to keep using resources such 
as Hit the Button and Spelling Frame to keep practice exciting and fresh! 
 
Reading for Pleasure 
It has been wonderful to see children sharing their reading and book recommendations on Google Meets. I hope 
that this time at home has provided the opportunity to really enjoy reading. As always, there will be a big push 
with reading this term and a focus on reading for pleasure. I think the social connections and joy that can be 
found from reading will be invaluable for our young people. Some parents have asked for a list of book 
recommendations, so here is a short list of books your child might enjoy. If you click on the blue link, you will be 
taken to a great website lovereading4kids.co.uk and allows you to read the first chapter of a huge range of 
children’s books for free and has great resources for children’s reading and literature. 
 

Two Terrible Vikings by Francesca Simon A hilarious new book from the author of Horrid Henry 
about the adventures of two naughty Viking twins. A great 
pick for any lovers of humour, adventure or historical 
novels. 

Starting writing 
close to the 
margin the whole 
way down the 
page. 

An example of 
great handwriting 
from our class. 
Notice how 
descenders (p,y, 
j,q,f) sit on the 
line and the tails 
descend below the 
line. 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://spellingframe.co.uk/
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/17853/Two-Terrible-Vikings-by-Francesca-Simon.html


 

The Tindims and the Turtle Tangle by Sally Gardner An adventure story about little nautical borrowers who live 
on a floating island of things people have thrown away. 
Great for any children who loved Oliver and the Seawigs. 

Space Detectives by Mark Powers A funny detective story about two best friends who get to 
spend their summer holidays on a gigantic space station. 
However, they end up chasing villains and saving Starville, 
all on a borrowed hover-scooter. 

Comic Classics: Treasure Island by Jack Noel/ Robert 
Louis Stevenson 

Comic classics is a great series of books. It’s a series of 
abridged classics with doodles and comic illustrations. This 
would be a great pick for any fans of Tom Gates Dogman or 
Diary of Wimpy kid (I know we have lots!) 

Peter Pan by J.M. Barrie Year 3 is such an exciting year because children’s reading 
ability just explodes and they can start reading a whole 
range of classics like Peter Pan, The Railway Children and 
The Wind in the Willows. 

 
 
Last Tuesday, you will have received this letter from Miss Coxhead with information about the reopening of 
school on Monday 8th March. The letter includes a link to this Welcome Back booklet to help your child prepare 
for returning to school. We can’t wait to see you next Monday! 
 
With many thanks for all of your continued support and thrilled to see you on the 8th March, 
  
 

Miss Routledge 
Year 3 Class Teacher   

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/17995/The-Tindims-and-the-Turtle-Tangle-by-Sally-Gardner.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/17862/Space-Detectives-by-Mark-Powers.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/17877/Comic-Classics-Treasure-Island-by-Jack-Noel.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/18027/Peter-Pan-by-J-M-Barrie.html
https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Letter-to-parents-23.02.21-1.pdf?ts=1614097064
https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Welcome-Back-to-School-March-2021-2.pdf?ts=1614015936

