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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

YEAR 3  NEWSLETTER 
 

Welcome back, Year 3! I hope you had a lovely half-term break and are as excited for this half-
term as I am! Term 1 was full of great successes in Year 3. I have enjoyed getting to know you 
and your children and have been very impressed by all of their hard work and positivity. I have 
found out that Year 3 are spelling superstars! Other highlights of our term were our Black 
History Month workshop, great science experiments and getting to grips with Spanish!  
 
Curriculum 
 

History 
We are learning all about Stone Age and Iron Age settlements and how people lived 
during these times. In Year 3, we are linking our History topic to our other subjects too. In 
English, we will be reading two super books: ‘Stone Age Boy’ and ‘Ug: Boy Genius of the 
Stone Age’. 
 
The key questions we will be answering in our History topic are: 

 Was Stone Age man simply a hunter and gatherer or were they also concerned 
with survival? 

 How different was life in the Stone Age when people started to farm? 

 What can we learn about life in the Stone Age from a study of Skara Brae?  

 Why is it so difficult to work out why Stonehenge was built?  

 How much did life really change during the Iron Age and how can we possibly 
know?  

 Can you solve the mystery of the 52 skeletons of Maiden Castle?  
 

 
            Maths 

Our maths topic for the Autumn Term 2 is Multiplication and Division. It is imperative 
that you are revising times tables at home with your child please. There are great games 
and songs online to help with this. We will be testing weekly (further information to 
come) to celebrate the children’s achievement in maths and we will hopefully see the same 
success as with the spelling tests! 
 

            The key takeaways from our Multiplication and Division topic are: 
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English 
Our topic for this half term is the Stone Age! We are very excited about this topic and 
it will incorporate a lot of learning around History and Geography. Our main text is 
‘Stone Age Boy’, following the story of a boy who falls down a hole and finds himself 
in the Stone Age! We will be writing descriptive accounts, newspaper articles and using 
new grammar devices! 
 
Key takeaways in English this term are: 

 Using ‘a’ and ‘an’ correctly.  

 Expressing time, place and cause with conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions. 

 Using paragraphs to group related ideas.  

 Using inverted commas to punctuate speech.  
 
Religious Education 
In RE, Year 3 are taught to engage critically with texts, ask deep and meaningful 
questions and make connections within and across religions and worldviews. The 
children will be given the opportunity to reflect, respond and express their own 
religious/spiritual beliefs. 
This term, Year 3’s core concept in RE is Incarnation. Over the following 6 weeks, we 
will be exploring our big question: How does the season of Advent and the feast of the 
Epiphany point towards the true meaning of Christmas?  
In order to answer our big question thoroughly, we will be exploring a weekly question.  
Please click this link to find out more: our RE learning this term.  

 
Spellings and Homework  
Thank you for your effort and support in ensuring the spelling words are revised at 
home. The children will receive their spellings words along with their homework pages 
for English and Maths on Monday. The spelling words are taken from the  
Year 3 statutory spellings and other groups of words, which share a common spelling 
pattern. We will also include some revision of Year 2 words. Spelling tests are every 
Friday so please make sure these have been learnt in time. Your child’s mark for the 
test will also be sent out with the new spellings. Please celebrate their achievements at 
home as we are very proud of our spelling in Year 3! 
On Fridays, we have a weekly quiz of Multiplication Table facts. As well as revising 
the 2x, 5x and 10x tables that were learnt in Year 2, this year we’re also learning the 3x, 
4x and 8x tables. Here’s a useful website to help with practice at home: 
www.timestables.co.uk. As well as ‘Speed Tests’, the website also provides fun games 
for the children to play as they learn.  
 
Reading Books and Reading Journals  
We are finishing off The Boy who Grew Dragons as our class text for pleasure. The 
children really love the story and are excited to find out what is going to happen next! 
Thank you so much for your cooperation with reading at home and making daily 
comments in the reading journals. Miss Cassidy and I love seeing the children 
developing their reading habits and preferences for reading. We have seen so much 
progress already in this short term so please keep it up. Just 15-20 minutes a day of 
focused reading time with an adult makes a world of difference. Please contact me if 
you want any recommendations of books your child might like at their stage. 
 
Water Bottles/ Coats 
Please ensure your child has a reusable water bottle for school. We do not have cups in 
the classroom and it is important your child has a bottle they can access in the 
classroom. Please make sure all bottles are named. Please also make sure that all coats, 
scarves, umbrellas etc. are named, as it is causing some confusion at playtimes. 
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Winter P.E. Kits  
 We will continue to have our Physical Education lessons on Monday and Tuesday 
afternoons.  On Monday afternoons, we have outdoor Rounders with coach Robin. 
Your child’s P.E. kit will be kept in our classroom. Please ensure all kit is labelled as 
well so as not to lose any items. We are now in our Winter PE kits so please ensure 
your child has navy blue tracksuit bottoms and a pale blue school PE jumper to wear 
instead of the summer shorts in order to keep warm. Also thank you so much for 
teaching your children how to tie their own ties and shoelaces! They feel a great sense 
of pride in doing it for themselves and you have saved me a lot of time! 

 

  
Things to look forward to this term are our virtual trip to the Museum of London on Monday 
6th December, cave painting in the dark, learning to say the date in Spanish and our anti-
bullying topic in PSHE. Thank you so much for you and your child’s hard work last term and 
I can’t wait to see them go from strength to strength in Autumn Term 2. 
 
 
 Warm wishes,  
 
 Miss Woods  
 Year 3 Class Teacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 


