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Dear Year 3 Parents and Carers, 

 
WELCOME TO YEAR THREE! 

 
I hope you and your children have enjoyed coming back to school, I know I have! I want to start by thanking 
you all for being so kind and welcoming in my first weeks at St Clement Danes. I am really looking forward 
to the year ahead. 
 
While the transition to Key Stage 2 (KS2) can be tiring, Year 3 have absolutely excelled themselves and are 
excited to share about what they got up to over our time away from the classroom, as well as looking ahead 
to new learning. 
 
English: 
 

This term’s key text is Orion and the Dark, which links well with our 
Science topic on light.  
 
We will be slowly revealing the story of Orion and the Dark throughout 
these first few weeks and using this book to work on a variety of writing 
genres including recounts and diary entries. The children will need to 
learn to use expanded noun phrases to describe characters and settings. 
We will expect the children to be using full stops, capital letters and 
teaching them how to use subordinate conjunctions to add additional 
information to their sentences. 

 
Texts to support our learning in English this term: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Please click this link for the Year 3 writing checklist: Y3 Writing Checklist. This gives you information 
about this year’s targets for working at age related expectations, as well as for working above age related 
expectations.  
 
 
 

mailto:office@stcd.co.uk
http://www.st-clementdanes.westminster.sch.uk/
https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Y3-writing-checklist.pdf?ts=1631530533


 
Mathematics: 
 

This term we are focusing on two areas of maths; number and place value, addition and subtraction. We 
are aiming for all children to achieve these objectives by the end of term: 
 

Year 3: Number and Place Value 
 count from 0 in multiples of 4, 8, 50 and 100; find 10 or 100 more or less than a given number 
 recognise the place value of each digit in a three-digit number (hundreds, tens, ones) 
 compare and order numbers up to 1000 
 identify, represent and estimate numbers using different representations 
 read and write numbers up to 1000 in numerals and in words 
 solve number problems and practical problems involving these ideas. 

 
Year 3: Addition and Subtraction 

 add and subtract numbers mentally, including: 
add and subtract numbers with up to three digits, using formal written methods of columnar addition and 
subtraction 

 estimate the answer to a calculation and use inverse operations to check answers 
 solve problems, including missing number problems, using number facts, place value, and more 

complex addition and subtraction. 
 

Please click here for some posters containing useful reminders for the children about our Maths learning 
this term: Year 3 Maths for Term One 

 
Science: 
 

This term in Science we are learning about light. By the end of this unit, Year 3 will: 
 

• Recognise that they need light in order to see things and that dark is the absence of light  

• Notice that light is reflected from surfaces  

• Recognise that light from the sun can be dangerous and that there are ways to protect their eyes  

• Recognise that shadows are formed when the light from a light source is blocked by a solid object  

• Find patterns in the way that the sizes of shadows change.  
 

Here is a link to key information pertaining to our light topic. Please click here: Y3 Science topic: Light  
  
 

Homework: 
 

All homework will be set on a Monday and will be due in at the end of that week on Fridays. As well as 
this, the children will be given some extended topic homework which will require more time to be spent on 
it. Homework will be set at your child’s level so should be achievable, however if your child is experiencing 
difficulty after giving it a try then please let me know.  
 

Spellings will be set on Mondays and your child will have a spelling test at the end of that week, each Friday 
morning. 
 

Your child has been given a new reading journal. Please encourage them to complete a minimum 
of 20 minutes reading each day and listen to them read on a regular basis. Reading journals should 
be kept in your child’s school bag so that it can be checked regularly. As a school, we encourage 
there to be five comments every week on their book. If they have less than five comments we 
will ask them to read outside during playtime. We will be giving out house points for children 
who have their reading journal signed and commented every day of the week, and a special prize 
for anyone who gets a house point every week!  
 

Reading is a big priority in Year 3 and we encourage the children to be writing their own comments in their 
journals, as well as parents. 
 
 

https://www.ncetm.org.uk/in-the-classroom/national-curriculum-resource-tool/?year=1512&topic=1693&yearComplete=1&topicComplete=0
https://www.ncetm.org.uk/in-the-classroom/national-curriculum-resource-tool/?year=1512&topic=1693&yearComplete=1&topicComplete=0
https://www.ncetm.org.uk/in-the-classroom/national-curriculum-resource-tool/?year=1512&topic=1587&yearComplete=1&topicComplete=0
https://www.ncetm.org.uk/in-the-classroom/national-curriculum-resource-tool/?year=1512&topic=1587&yearComplete=1&topicComplete=0
https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Y3-Maths-Term-1.pdf?ts=1631530533
https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Y3-Science-Term-1-Light.pdf?ts=1631530533


 
PE: 
 

This half term, indoor PE will take place on Monday afternoons (gymnastics with coach Robin); outdoor 
PE will take place on Tuesday afternoons (with myself). 
 
Spanish: 
 

In Spanish, the children will be learning about how to communicate in Spanish. We will 
be learning greetings and learning about Spanish-speaking countries. Ask your child to 
show off their new communication skills! 
 
PSHE: 
 

The focus in PSHE will be ‘Beginning and Belonging’. This will cover areas of social and emotional health 
where the children learn about what it means to ‘belong’ in different social settings. This will be useful for their 
transition from Key Stage 1 to Key Stage 2.  
 
RE: 
This half term, Year 3’s RE lessons will be taught by Miss Cookson. The question we will be focusing on 
in lessons this half term is: What is the Bible’s Big Story and what does it reveal about having faith in God? 
 
Uniform: 
 

Year 3 are looking very smart at the moment. Please do continue to ensure that your child is wearing the 
correct school uniform, including the tie and blazer every day. You can click here to see the full uniform 
policy on the school website. I would like to highlight that bottoms for PE must be navy blue, not black and 
children must have black plimsolls or black trainers in school for PE. If you have bought a non-string tie, 
can you please make sure your child can confidently tie it themselves after PE, also the same for shoes with 
shoelaces. 
 
 
 
Finally, I want to thank you in advance for your cooperation and support this year, I feel very proud to be 
teaching your child’s class at St CD. Please talk to me in the playground, at the end of the day or while you 
are lining up in Drury Lane before school, if you have any questions or concerns so they can be addressed 
promptly. If you can’t speak to me in the playground, then do email me via the school office 
(office@stcd.co.uk) and I will get back to you as quickly as I can.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Miss Woods 
Year 3 Class Teacher 
 

https://www.st-clementdanes.westminster.sch.uk/334/school-uniform
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