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What do you remember about 
the story so far? 

(You could use your story map 
to remind you!)
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People came in 
their hundreds 
to see Zeraffa 
in Paris. 
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The boat travels 
down the Nile 
to the sea.

The boat arrives 
in Marseilles and 
they try to work 
out how to get 
Zeraffa to Paris.

They walk with 
Zeraffa, all the 
way to Paris.

The Queen held a 
special party &
the King built 
Zeraffa a special 
Rotunda to live 
in. 

Everyone fell in 
love with Zeraffa 
& did and made 
special things to 
celebrate her 
arrival.



Re-read the story so far….
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Today we’re going to finish reading the story! Read on….
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Think about the ending of this story.

Was the ending as 
you predicted? 

Do you think the story should 
have ended like this?

What else might you have liked 
to have seen happen? 

How do you think Atir and Zeraffa 
feel at the end of the story? 

What makes you think this? 

Write what you thought about the ending of this story. 
You could use the questions on this page to help you. 



People came in 
their hundreds 
to see Zeraffa 
in Paris. 
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The boat travels 
down the Nile 
to the sea.

The boat arrives 
in Marseilles and 
they try to work 
out how to get 
Zeraffa to Paris.

They walk with 
Zeraffa, all the 
way to Paris.

The Queen held a 
special party &
the King built 
Zeraffa a special 
Rotunda to live 
in. 

Everyone fell in 
love with Zeraffa 
& did and made 
special things to 
celebrate her 
arrival.

Record how the story ends on your story map.



People came in 
their hundreds 
to see Zeraffa 
in Paris. 
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The boat travels 
down the Nile 
to the sea.

The boat arrives 
in Marseilles and 
they try to work 
out how to get 
Zeraffa to Paris.

They walk with 
Zeraffa, all the 
way to Paris.

The Queen held a 
special party &
the King built 
Zeraffa a special 
Rotunda to live 
in. 

Everyone fell in 
love with Zeraffa 
& did and made 
special things to 
celebrate her 
arrival.

Atir and the King’s granddaughter, 
Marie Therese, look after Zeraffa at the 
palace. They tell her stories of Africa 
and look towards the South each night. 
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How did the story end?
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Do you think it was right for Zeraffa and Atir to stay in France or 
should they have gone back to Egypt?

Discuss or write down your ideas….

Reasons they should be in
France

Reasons they should go back
to Egypt
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Write what you think should happen and justify your ideas
with persuasive reasons.

Writing checklist

Write in paragraphs.
(Remember to begin with an introductory paragraph and then 
use a new paragraph for each new reason.)

Use conjunctions.

Use language to persuade your reader.

Proof-read your writing and use some of your Y3 writing targets
to help you edit and improve your work.

Decide whether you think Zeraffa should 
stay in France with the King or 
be allowed to return to Egypt.  

Explain your choice in detail. 

My opinion is that 
Zeraffa should….

because….

https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Conjunctions.jpg?ts=1592393325
https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Persuasive-Writing-Word-Mat.pdf?ts=1592393325
https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Year-3-Writing-Checklist.pdf?ts=1592393325
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People came in 
their hundreds 
to see Zeraffa 
in Paris. 
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The boat travels 
down the Nile 
to the sea.

The boat arrives 
in Marseilles and 
they try to work 
out how to get 
Zeraffa to Paris.

They walk with 
Zeraffa, all the 
way to Paris.

The Queen held a 
special party &
the King built 
Zeraffa a special 
Rotunda to live 
in. 

Everyone fell in 
love with Zeraffa 
& did and made 
special things to 
celebrate her 
arrival.

Atir and the King’s granddaughter, 
Marie Therese, look after Zeraffa at the 
palace. They tell her stories of Africa 
and look towards the South each night. 

Which aspects of the story did you find most interesting or surprising? 
Retell the story events from your story map.



This version of the story was written by 
professional storyteller, Dianne Hofmeyr. 

This book was 
based on the 
true story of 
Zeraffa the 
giraffe

who was sent as 
a gift from Egypt 
to France in 
1827, nearly 200 
years ago. 

Folk and fairy tales have a rich 
tradition of oral retelling, leading to 
there being differing versions of the 
same story once it came to be 
recorded in print. 

This week, you are going to 
become a professional 
storyteller! 

Your challenge will be to tell 
the story of Zeraffa. Then 
have a go at publishing your 
own written version. 
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Today’s challenge: 

Retell the story from either Atir or Zeraffa’s point of view. 

Make a new story map - but this time note each event from the point of view 
of your chosen character. 

Then retell the story, using your story map, 
in role as your chosen character. 
Look at the next page for top tips! >>>

As well as simply recording 
events that happened to your 
character, you will need to 
add personal detail, such as 
how you felt at different 
points in the story and why. 
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Begin your storytelling with this description. 

Remember that the main events which 
happen in the story must be told in the 
right order for the story to make sense. 
Sequence the main events and retell the story in stages.

Think about how your language choices can show 

- the passing of time

- the changing location

Use adverbials to help your retelling. 

When…

But first….

Until they came to…

On the cobblestones of Marseilles,

So they set off…..

By the time…. 

At the palace…. 

In the evenings… 

Across the plains of 

Africa where grass 

grows tall and acacias 

taste sweet…
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https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Adverbials.pdf?ts=1592554608
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A section at a time, write a draft of 
parts of the story – always from your 
character’s point of view. 

Carefully proof-read &
edit your writing. 

Is there anything you can 
change or improve? 
…A section, sentences or 
phrases? 

Chapter One

Remember 
to use 

adverbials!

Remember 
to use your 
Y3 writing 
checklist!

Remember to 
use first person 

pronouns: 
I, me, my

https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Adverbials.pdf?ts=1592554608
https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Year-3-Writing-Checklist.pdf?ts=1592554608


Once each section is finished, write a final neat copy of your story 
and illustrate it. Use your most sparkly presentation!!

Bind the chapters together 
to make a complete book.

To find out 
how you could 
make a book, 

click here.

https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/How-to-make-a-book-1.jpg?ts=1592562461


Well done, Year 3!

Thank you for all your great work on this Zeraffa project! 
I hope you’ve enjoyed it. 

33

We’ll be starting a new project next week! 


