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             St Clement Danes Church of England Primary School 
                   Drury Lane, London WC2B 5SU 

Tel:  0203 096 9745 
E mail: office@stcd.co.uk 

www.st-clementdanes.westminster.sch.uk 
Headteacher:  Patricia Coxhead 

 

 
Wednesday 27th April 2022 

 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
 

 
YEAR 3  NEWSLETTER 

 

 
Term 5 is here! I hope everyone has had a restful Easter holiday and has enjoyed getting out into the 
sunshine. Year 3 had a lovely Term 4 and made wonderful progress. We are really excited to embark on 
Term 5 and have been thoroughly enjoying our first week back with the light mornings and warm 
weather in the playground! 
 
We have lots of exciting learning to look forward to this term including:  
 
 

English   
 

Our texts this term link to our Science topic of All Living Things, with a focus on Wolves.  
Our texts are: ‘Mouse, Bird, Snake Wolf’ by David Almond, ‘Wolves’ by Emily Gravett and  
‘The Wolves in the Walls’. This will be complemented by our daily Reading lessons where  
we will be reading stories about wolves – ranging from non-fiction reports to traditional Inuit tales.  
 

Our English Targets for Term 5: 
Purpose  I can describe a character’s appearance using adjectives and expanded noun phrases. 

 I can organise paragraphs around a theme. 
 I can make deliberate, ambitious word choices to add detail to my description.   

Grammar  To maintain the correct tense (including present perfect tense) throughout a piece of writing       
with accurate subject/verb agreement 

 To use ‘a’ or ‘an’ correctly throughout a piece of writing  

Spelling  To use a neat, joined handwriting style with increasing accuracy and speed 

 
Maths  
 

Our topics in Maths are Fractions and Telling the Time (please scroll down  
to pages 4 and 5 for more detail). 

 
Our Maths Targets for Term 5: 
Fractions:  
 

 I can count up and down in tenths 
 I can recognise, find and write fractions of a set of objects 
 I can recognise and use fractions as numbers 
 I can compare and order unit fractions  

Telling the 
Time: 
 

 I can tell the time to 5 minutes 
 I can tell the time to 1 minute 
 I can tell the time in 24-hour clock 
 I can compare durations of events 

mailto:office@stcd.co.uk
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Science 
 

All Living Things (plants and animals) is our focus for the term. A Knowledge Organiser with the key 
takeaways is attached on pages 6 and 7 below.  
 

Our Science Targets for Term 5 –  
By the end of this unit, all children should be able to: 
Animals 
including 
Humans: 
 

 Understand that animals cannot make their own food  
 Know that animals, including humans, need the rights amounts of types of food 
 Describe the ways in which nutrients and water are transported within 

animals, including humans 
 Explain why humans and some animals have skeletons and muscles for support,  

protection and movement 
 Record and report on findings from enquiries 
 Use evidence to answer questions 

Plants:   Identify and describe the function of the roots. 
 Investigate the ways in which water is transported within plants. 
 Identify and describe the function of the stem. 
 Identify and describe the function of the leaves. 
 Explore the requirements of plants for life and growth (air, light, water, nutrients from soil). 
 Identify and describe the function of the flower. 

 
Religious Education 
 

In R.E. this term, we will be learning all about Buddhism. The big question we will be exploring is: 
What is Buddhism?  We will be looking at culture, traditions and stories. 
 

What is Buddhism?   
The weekly questions we will be asking are: 

 Who is Buddha? 

 What does the word suffering mean? 

 What does the word sacrifice mean? 

 What is kindness and how can it be shown according to Buddhist teachings? 

 How does Buddhism set an example for others? 

 What do Buddhists believe about responding to the world around them? 

Key religious vocabulary we will be using throughout this unit are:  
 

 Buddhism: Religion and philosophy that developed from the teachings of the Buddha (Sanskrit: “Awakened 
One”), a teacher who lived in northern India  

 Buddha: The founder of Buddhism, Siddhartha Gautama, after his enlightenment. It is a title which means the 
enlightened or awakened one 

 Four Noble Truths:  The truths discovered by the Buddha during his enlightenment 

 Values: A person's or society's beliefs about good behavior and what things are important 

 Suffering: The state of undergoing pain, distress, or hardship 

 Greed: Intense and selfish desire for something, especially wealth, power, or food  

 Happiness: the state of being happy 

 Sacrifice: To give up something 

 Enlightenment: The realisation of the truth about life. In Buddhism it releases a person from the cycle of rebirth 

 
 
 
 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/religion
https://www.britannica.com/topic/philosophy
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Buddha-founder-of-Buddhism
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Personal, Social, Health and Economic 
 

In PSHE this term, we are looking at Healthy and Safer Lifestyles. This unit of work 
focuses on developing children’s awareness, knowledge and understanding of the 
importance of being healthy and the range of factors which contribute to maintaining 
our health. We will be looking at a range of factors which contribute to a healthy 
lifestyle, including healthy eating, physical activity, sleep and use of free time. 
 

 
Computing   

   We will be furthering our knowledge of Scratch and learning how to program our own music!  
 

 
Music 
Our lessons this term will continue to be taught by our specialist music teacher, Mrs Annesley.  
 

 
Spanish 
 

This term’s Spanish unit is ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’. We’ll be learning nouns  
including food, days of the week and fruits. We’ll be revising numbers 1-10 and  
learning to retell the story. By the end of the term, the children should be able to  
recount this familiar tale in Spanish! 
 

 
PE   
Our sports this term are Tennis with a specialist sports coach from the YMCA and Athletics.  
Year 3’s PE will take place on Tuesdays and Fridays. 
 

 
Shakespeare Project 
This term Year 3 is taking part in an exciting project with the Primary Shakespeare Company, 
exploring the play of Macbeth. To introduce the children to the story, last term our class watched 
the company’s special performance of Macbeth. Your child may have told you about it! Macbeth is 
probably one of the most famous of Shakespeare’s plays and is all about the downfalls of greed, 
power and vanity.  
For this project, each week our class will be working in school with one of the Shakespeare 

Company’s brilliant theatre directors. We’ll be rehearsing for the big festival performance day. The 
performance will take place at 4 pm on Wednesday 15th June at Marylebone School for Girls. Each 

participating school in Westminster will work on a different part of the play which they then bring 
to the festival. Everyone then performs together so that the whole story is told. Parents are warmly 

invited to come along to watch the performance on the day (please note that, as there are a large 

number of pupils taking part from different schools, we have been told that there will only be room 
for one parent or carer per child). Please talk with your child about what they are doing in school, 

help them to learn lines and go through their performances at home. Your support with this will be 
greatly appreciated – thank you! 

 
I’m tremendously excited to begin our learning this next term and I look forward to this being another 
fantastic opportunity to grow and excel in Year 3. As always, please feel comfortable to reach out, whether 
on the phone, email or on the playground after school. I will be so happy to hear from you! 
 
Many thanks for all of your continued support, 
Miss Woods 
Year 3 Class Teacher         Please see below for our Maths and Science Knowledge Organisers with the key takeaways for this term. 
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