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January 2020 

Dear Parents, 

YEAR 2  NEWSLETTER 
 
Happy New Year! Welcome back, I hope you all had a great Christmas break. This term our main 
topic is MATERIALS. We will be focusing on everyday materials in Science and looking at their 
properties. See the sheet attached for the key vocabulary that we will be using this term. 
  
Literacy: We are starting the term looking at poetry and preparing ourselves for the Poetry Recital at 
the end of the month. We are looking at contemporary poetry published in the last 5 years.  
Then we will be starting our key text for the term which is linked to our materials topic. We will be 
slowly revealing the text throughout the term so I won’t tell the children the name of the book just 
yet. We will be developing our writing skills and encouraging the children to use ambitious words to 
describe characters and setting and to use a range of punctuation and grammar - please refer to the 
literacy targets. 
There are many non-fiction books available about Materials and here are some other supporting texts 
that go with our topic. 
  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Literacy Targets: 
 
Writing: 
I can write a story with a beginning, middle and end. 
I can write a story which is over an A4 page. 
I know about verbs, nouns, adjectives and adverbs. 
I can use ambitious words to describe and expand nouns. 
I can use a question mark and an exclamation mark. 
I can use a comma in a list. 
I can use a possessive apostrophe. 
I can use an apostrophe for a contraction e.g. don’t 
I can spell compound words. 
I can start sentences using –ly adverb or an –ing verb. 
I can use the connectives: but, so, then, when, because, if.  
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Reading: 
I will be able to find answers in the text by scanning the text. 
I will be able to infer what will happen in a story. 
I will be able to read with a clear voice. 
I will able to ask questions about the meaning of words. 
I can discuss what I like and dislike about a story. 
I can re-tell the story. 
 
 
SATs - DO NOT BE AFRAID! There will be a parent meeting next term to go over some of the 
SATs information. We will be continuing to prepare the children for their SATs in June. The 
children are currently unaware of the SATs and nearer the time I try to make sure they see it as a fun 
quiz.   Please use IXL to help the children practise their grammar, spelling and punctuation and work 
on their Mental Maths skills. I have attached an overview of the Expected and Greater Depth standard 
for English. Writing will be teacher assessed through the children’s class work. 
If you feel that you would like more resources to prepare the children for the SATs, there are a lot of 
books available from Amazon and WH Smith. The children will be doing reading comprehension 
tasks, a SPAG test and Maths test. I must emphasize again the importance of reading 5 times a week 
at home and getting your children to answer questions about what they have read. This will help 
them to access the SATs papers. 
 
 
Maths - See below for the expectations for Maths this term: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Geometry- Properties of Shape 

Money 



 

 

When we move onto a new topic in Maths, we want the children to continue remembering the 
methods that we have previously been using for the four main calculations. I will be constantly 
recapping methods that we have learnt so far in Year 2, but please keep working on addition and 
subtraction using a blank number line and multiplication and division. I have provided a sheet to 
show the methods that we use in class. 
 
PE - Children will be doing PE on Tuesdays and Wednesday but please ensure PE kit is in at all 
times in case we have to swap days.  
 
If you have any queries, please do book an appointment with me after school. 
 
Thank you for all your support. I look forward to another great term with the class. 
 
Your sincerely  
Miss L Pike 
Year 2 Class Teacher. 
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