
 

          St Clement Danes Church of England Primary School 
                 Drury Lane, London WC2B 5SU 

Tel:  0203 096 9745 
Email: office@stcd.co.uk 

 

www.st-clementdanes.westminster.sch.uk 
Headteacher: Patricia Coxhead 

 

 Monday 7th November 2022 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

YEAR 2  NEWSLETTER 
 
Welcome back! I hope you all had a good half term break. What an exciting term we have coming up!  
 
In Year 2 this term we will learn about A Victorian Childhood. We will be looking at Victorian schools and toys 
through our History, English and Art lessons. We will be having a visit from a Victorian teacher from the 
Freshwater Theatre group, where we will be able to see what it was like to be in a Victorian school. Don’t worry 
there won’t be any Victorian punishments! 
  

 

 
English:  
 
This term’s key texts are Old Bear 
and Traction Man is Here. 
 
 
 
We will be working on different aspects of grammar, punctuation and spelling this term. We will be focusing 
on using full stops, capital letters, apostrophes in contractions, starting sentences with time openers (next, then, 
after, while, when, so) and identifying different sentences: statement, question, exclamation and command.  
 

The children will be working on writing stories using VCOP (ambitious vocabulary, conjunctions: but, so, 

when, because, if. Openers: time openers Punctuation ! . ’ , )        
 
Other key texts: There are so many fiction and non-fiction books about toys and Victorian schools. Here are 
some we will be reading:  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Home Support: 
For those who are still struggling with learning their sounds here are two websites which have some fun phonic 
games: 
https://www.phonicsbloom.com/ or https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/   
For support with maths I recommend downloading the White Rose 1-minute Maths App: 
https://whiterosemaths.com/resources/1-minute-maths 
 
 
 

Traction Man will be our 
text from Week 3. Please do 
not pre-read it as we will be 
unfolding the story slowly 
in two weeks.  
Do not worry if the 
children know it already. 

mailto:office@stcd.co.uk
http://www.st-clementdanes.westminster.sch.uk/
https://www.phonicsbloom.com/
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://whiterosemaths.com/resources/1-minute-maths


 

 
 
 
Design Technology:  
This half term we will be learning about, designing and making a hand puppet out of felt.  
 
Mathematics: 
In the first few weeks of this term, we will be finishing off the addition and subtraction topic focusing on 
learning  how to use blank number lines and the column method to add and subtract 2 digit numbers. We will 
then move onto Shape. 
 
Addition and Subtraction:                                                                          Shape: 
                                                                                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
We will also continue to regularly work on addition and subtraction throughout the year to improve the 
children’s mental maths and using a blank number line and column method so that the children are able to fully 
understand these new methods even when we have moved onto other units so please continue to work on 
addition and subtraction at home too. 
 
Religious Education: In RE this term, we are preparing the children for Christmas. Our Big Question for the 
unit is: How does the symbol of light help us to understand the meaning of Christmas for Christians?   
Each week we focus on a smaller question/objective that helps us to further understand our Big Question. For an 

overview of the unit and key vocabulary we will be using please click here: our RE learning this term 
 
Victorian Day: 
We will be having a Victorian school experience on 
Monday 12th December. We will be having a Victorian 
teacher visit from Freshwater Theatre and we would 
like the children to dress up as a Victorian school child 
for the day. We kindly ask for a voluntary contribution 
of £4.50 for the payment of the experience. This can be 
paid through the School Gateway. It is a great 
experience and the children learn a lot about the past. 
Check out the Knowledge Organiser here to find out 
what we will be learning about: our History learning 
this term. 
 
 
 
 
 

More Websites for Maths 
games: 
 
Caterpillar Ordering 
Hit the Button 
Place Value Basketball 
Coconut Odd and Even 
Mental Maths Train 
Toy Shop Money Game 
Blast off- Number recognition 

https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Year-2-RE-Term-2-Christmas.pdf?ts=1636459553
https://login.schoolgateway.com/0/auth/login
https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Year-2-History-Knowledge-Organiser-Victorian-schools-and-toys.pdf?ts=1636459553
https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Year-2-History-Knowledge-Organiser-Victorian-schools-and-toys.pdf?ts=1636459553
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/ordering-and-sequencing/caterpillar-ordering
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/place-value-basketball
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/coconut-odd-or-even
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/coconut-odd-or-even
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/mental-maths-train
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/money/toy-shop-money
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/blast-off


 

 
 
 
 
Uniform:   
Please make sure uniform and PE kits are labelled. PE will be on Tuesday and Thursday this term. Please 
ensure full kit is in school, see the school website if you are unsure.  
Please ensure that as the weather gets colder that the children come into school with appropriate coat, scarf and 
gloves. These need to be black or navy blue and labelled clearly. Just a reminder that all children need to be 
wearing school shoes not trainers or boots at school. If they need to wear wellies or boots due to weather 
conditions please make sure they have black shoes to change into once they are in school.  
 
 
 

If you would like to have a meeting, please email the office to organise or if you need to pass on a quick 
message I will be by the gate every morning. 
 
Thank you for all your support, I look forward to another great term with the class. 
 
Yours sincerely 
  
Miss L Pike 
Year 2 Class Teacher  


