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Wednesday 27th April 2022 
Dear Parents and Carers,  

YEAR 1  NEWSLETTER 
 
 

Welcome to Term 5! Here’s an overview of what your child is learning, and the ‘key takeaways’ for this term. I am 
sure they will enjoy showing off their knowledge – particularly about Plants!  
 

English We are reading and discussing The Gigantic Turnip, before moving on to Out and 
About Poetry! We will write our own folk tales in the style of The Gigantic 
Turnip, making our own books! Then we will read, discuss and write poems, 
altogether as a class, and individually.  I can’t wait to see what they come up 
with! 

Maths We are introducing Multiplication and Division, making and 
adding equal groups, making arrays and doubling. We then move 
on to Fractions, finding half and quarters of quantities. These 
concepts can be tricky, so we will be learning through using physical 
things e.g. finding ¼ of 12 by taking 12 pencils and sharing them out into four 
groups.  

Phonics and 
Reading 
 
 

We’re continuing to learn Phase 5 with helpful ditties, following 
the ‘Essential Letters and Sounds’ scheme.   
The most important element of becoming a fluent reader is 
reading to an adult every day (15-20 minutes) and being read to 
every day (e.g. a bedtime story). This individual attention from 
a parent or carer is irreplaceable – children need lots of practice 
blending using the sounds they learned in school. Thank you for 
all the work you are doing to support your child at home. Please let us know 
how your child is getting on with their reading books by writing in the yellow 
Reading Record.  We strongly recommend that your child reads beyond their 
assigned reading book, by reading books from the Oxford Owl website (you’ll 
find a login in your child’s Reading Record, to access more decodable books). 
You can access the Oxford Owl reading books for all phases online using the 
class login: year1stcd  password: oxfordowl  

Religious 
Education 

In RE we are exploring the ‘Big Question’: ‘What does it 
mean to be a Muslim?’ We will explore a different aspect of 
this ‘Big Question’ each week by focusing on different 
weekly questions:  ‘What do we know about Islam?’ ‘Why is 
the Qur’an special to Muslims?’, ‘What do stories teach us about Muslim beliefs?’, 
‘How are Muslim babies welcomed into the world?’ ‘How, why and to whom do 
Muslims pray?’  Please scroll down to find our ‘key takeaways’ for more details.  

Computing  This term we are using Beebots to learn about the basics of algorithms, coding 
and ‘debugging’ (correcting our incorrect instructions).  

PE Our units in PE this term are Athletics, Striking and Fielding.  

PSHE  In PSHE our unit is ‘Drug Education’. We will learn about what happens 
when substances enter the body, understand the difference between drugs and 
medicines, develop an understanding of what happens in GP surgeries, 
pharmacies and hospitals, learn about household substances and their dangers, 
to recognize the role of ‘peer persuaders’ and how to say no.   
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Art In Art we are experimenting with different media. Projects include printing 
with shaving foam and polystyrene, and using clay.  

Science Our topic in Science is Plants & Seasonal Change! We will be learning about 
plants, identifying different plants and parts of a plant. We will be observing 
how plants grow and change by growing our own plants. If you’d like to, you 
can grow plants at home, go out to a park, wildflower garden or wood and 
identify trees and plants with your children. Google ‘Tree ID Woodland 
Trust’ for some fantastic resources you can use with your children when 
you’re out and about!   
 

As part of our topic, we will go on a local trip to St Paul’s Church garden. We 
will identify trees and plants using what we have learned. If you have already 
given permission for your child to go on local trips, you will not need to 
contact the school office unless you do not want your child to participate. 
Please let me know if you have any questions! 

 
 
Homework 
 

 Like last term, this term we are sending home Maths and English homework on Wednesdays, to be handed 

in on the following Monday.  

 Every Friday your child has a spelling quiz – we send home their spelling book on a Friday so that you can 

see their score on their last test, along with the set of spellings to learn for the following week.   

 We check Reading Records and change reading books once a week – please make sure that your child is 

reading out loud to you for 15-20 minutes every day, and let us know about what they have been reading in 

their reading record.  

 Bedtime story – read your child story books or chapter books which they enjoy, but are beyond the level that 

they can read independently at the moment. This will develop their knowledge, vocabulary, reading ability 

and love of reading.  

 Additional phonics - we may set your child additional phonics and reading if your child has any gaps, which 

we also check on a Wednesday (please mark your phonics homework with your child as soon as it is 

completed – it is more helpful for them to have your immediate feedback).  

 Please support your children to complete their homework, learn their spellings, learn their phonics and read 

every day. This will give them the foundation they need to thrive now, and in the future.  

Many thanks for all you do to support your children at home. Please don’t hesitate to ask me if you have any 
questions, or if you would like to talk to me about your child’s progress or wellbeing.   
 
With kind regards,  
 
Ms Foxton  
Year 1 Class Teacher 
 

 
 
Please scroll down to find our Key Takeaways for this term…. 
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Year 1     Key Takeaways Term 5 

 

                              English      Targets  

 Develop reading for pleasure, vocabulary and understanding by listening to, discussing, and 

expressing opinions about a wide variety of fiction and poetry.  

 Discussing and clarifying the meanings of words.  

 Discussing favourite words and phrases.  

 Make inferences on the basis of what is said and done.  

 Explain and discuss the meanings of poems.  

 Rehearsing and practising sentences orally before writing them down.  

 Reading work back to check sense, redrafting work to make improvements.  

 Using capital letters for names and the start of sentences.  

 Using adjectives and finding appropriate vocabulary to express meaning when writing 

poetry.  

 
 

                             Science    Core Knowledge – Plants 

What is a ‘Wild plant’?   A wild plant seed grows where it falls. It doesn’t need to be cared for as it grows.  

What is a ‘garden plant’?    A ‘garden plant’ is a plant that people choose to grow in their own gardens.    

What are ‘weeds’?   Weeds are wild plants that grow in places where people don’t want them.   

What do the words ‘deciduous’ and 
‘evergreen’ mean?  

A deciduous tree loses its leaves each year – they turn brown, yellow, red and orange in 
Autumn and fall to the ground. In winter they have no leaves. An evergreen is a tree that 
stays green all year round.  

What are the plants of a part?  Flowers, stems, leaves, fruit, roots, bulbs/seeds. Children need to know that not all plants 
have all of these things. Flowers use roots to gather water and minerals.  

 
 
 
 
 

Maths 

Multiplication 
 

 Count in 10s, 5s and 2s.  

 Make and add equal groups.  

 Make arrays.  

 Make doubles.  

 Solve word problems.  

 Key vocabulary  - equal group, array, row, column, double, twice.   

Division   Make equal groups.  

 Share amounts equally.  

 Solve word problems.  

 Key vocabulary  - equal groups, share.   

Halves and quarters   Find half of a shape or object.  

 Share equally.  

 Find a quarter of a shape or object.  

 Solve word problems about halves or quarters.  

 Key vocabulary  - half, halves, quarter.   



 

Religious Education (RE)         Core Knowledge  
 

Big Question: What does it mean to be a Muslim?  

What is Islam?   Islam is a religion and way of life. Followers of 
Islam are called Muslims.    

 
 

 

What do Muslims believe?  Muslims believe that there is one god and that 
the prophet Muhammed (pbuh) is his messenger. 

 
 
 

What is the name of the holy 
book in Islam? What do 
Muslims believe about it?  

The Qu’ran is the holy book for Muslims 
revealed to the prophet Muhammed (pbuh). 
Muslims believe it to be the word of God. 

 

How are Muslim babies 
welcomed into the world?   

Babies are welcomed into the world by having 
the adhaan recited into their right ear. 

 

Tell me about the role of 
prayer in Islam.   

Prayer is very important to a Muslim’s daily life 
and for many Muslims this takes place five time 
a day. Muslims often use a prayer mat to pray 
because the prayer space needs to be clean. 
Muslims face towards the Ka’bah in Makkah 
when they pray. 

 

What is Makkah?   Makkah is the holiest city in Islam – Muslims 
pray pointing to Makkah. It is where 
Muhammed (pbuh) was born.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


