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Monday 9th January 2023  
Dear Parents and Carers, 

YEAR 1  NEWSLETTER 
 
Welcome to Term 3! I hope you had a relaxing and enjoyable Christmas holiday. Please see below for an overview of 
what we will be learning this term.  
 

As always, the focus this term is on reading – hearing your child read for twenty minutes a day, and reading to them 
from a variety of story books is the single most important thing you can do at home to support their learning. I want 
to support with this in whatever way I can; please let me know if you’d like to discuss this further.   
 
I have included a list of ‘key takeaways’ for RE, English, Maths and Science – important things for the children to learn 
and remember this term.  
 

English In English, we are reading, writing and performing poetry! We are looking at 
poems from the poetry anthology, Zim, Zam, Zoom: Zappy Poems to Read Out 
Loud by James Carter. Later in the term, our text will be The Robot and the Blue 
Bird by David Lucas. Please scroll down to find our Key Takeaways for 
English. 

Maths In Maths we are focusing on Addition and Subtraction within 20, before starting 
learning about Place Value within 50. If you would like to follow on with what your 
children are learning at home, the Power Maths Textbooks for Year 1 follow our scheme 
of work this year. Please scroll down to find our Key Takeaways for Maths. 

Phonics and 
Reading 
 
 

We’re continuing to learn Phase 5 with helpful ditties, following the 
‘Essential Letters and Sounds’ Phonics scheme.   
The most important element of becoming a fluent reader is reading to an 
adult every day (15-20 minutes) and being read to every day  (e.g. a 
bedtime story). This individual attention from a parent or carer is 
irreplaceable – children need lots of practice blending using the sounds 
they learned in school. Thank you for all the work you are doing to 
support your child at home. Let us know how your child is getting on with their reading books by 
writing in the yellow reading record.  We strongly recommend that your child reads beyond their 
assigned reading book, by reading books from the Oxford Owl website (see their reading record for a 
login to access more decodable books). You can access the Oxford Owl reading books for all phases 
online using the class login: year1stcd, password: oxfordowl.   

Religious 
Education 

In RE, our ‘Big Question’ for this term is ‘What is it like to live as a Jewish person?’   
We will look at Jewish symbols, artefacts and celebrations and consider their  
significance in Judaism.  Please scroll down to find our Key Takeaways for R.E. 

Computing  This term we will be practising and developing our basic computer skills, such as saving a piece of 
work, logging on and off the computer and typing up a piece of work by writing on the  2 Write  app. 

PE We will be continuing our programme on Gymnastics and body movements with our specialist 
YMCA coach. Our class’ PE day this term is Thursday. Children should come to school on Thursdays 
wearing their PE kits. For a reminder of the kit, please click here: PE kit reminder. 

PSHE  Our learning focus for this term is My Emotions. We will learn about how to express our emotions and 
how to recognise emotions in others. We will practise problem-solving and self-regulation.  
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Art This term we are looking at Painting, as well as the life of the artist Romero Britto. Additionally, we 
will be exploring what primary colours are and how to create secondary colours.  

Science This term’s topic is Everyday Materials. The pupils are developing skills of scientific enquiry to learn 
about the properties of everyday materials, including wood, plastic, glass and rock. Please scroll down 
to find our Key Takeaways for Science.  
Additionally, throughout the year, we learn about Seasonal Changes. We learn about what the weather 
is like at different times in the year and consider what changes there are in nature. 

 
 

Homework 

Maths  We send home Maths homework each week, tailored to your child’s current attainment level. This term’s 
homework will either be pages from a Maths booklet, or from the CGP Maths book.  The pages for the 
term are stuck in the front of the book. The homework should be handed in on Mondays, it will be 
marked and sent back on Wednesdays.   

English Your child has English homework – either work to consolidate their phonics or English work in their 
CGP books or on a worksheet that we will provide. The homework should be handed in on Mondays, it 
will be marked and sent back on Wednesdays.   

Phonics Depending on your child’s current attainment in phonics, we may have set additional practice activities 
and games for you to complete at home.  

Spellings  We have set your child differentiated spellings to learn each week, matched to their current level of 
attainment. This will also help with their writing and phonics. Like last term, our spelling quiz will be on 
a Friday, and new spellings will be sent out on the same day. You will be able to see the mark they got on 
their last quiz in their Spelling books. Thanks so much for all your support with this at home. 

Reading Pupils need to read their decodable phonics book to an adult every day for at least 15 minutes. We ask you 
to record comments in their Reading Record please. Your child will have their book changed every week, 
so please do check that their Reading Record and reading book is in their bag on their book changing day. 
Many thanks for all of your support with this at home, it really makes such a difference to your child’s 
progress.  

 
 
Please scroll down to find our learning targets for this term. 
 
Many thanks for all you do to support your children at home! I am really looking forward to working with you this 
year and thank you so much for the warm welcome I have received at St. Clement Danes. It’s been such a delight to 
teach and get to know your wonderful children.  
 
With kind regards,  
Miss Aden  
Year 1 Class Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Year One     Key Takeaways       Term 3 

 

English – Poetry and ‘The Robot and the Bluebird’ 

Reading and 
understanding 

• Listen and discuss a wide range of poetry, understand and appreciate a poetry’s use of language.  

• To make inferences about a poet’s use of language.   

• Develop understanding of the poet’s intent in a variety of poems; understand poetic devices and structure.  

• Sound and blend unfamiliar printed words quickly and accurately using the phonic knowledge and skills 

that they have already learnt.  

• Hear, share and discuss a wide range of high -quality books to develop a love of reading 

and broaden vocabulary. 

Writing and 
composition 

• Spell words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught and common exception words. 

• Say out loud what they are going to write about, compose a sentence orally before writing it, discuss what 

they have written.  

• To punctuate sentences using a capital letter and a full stop, question mark or exclamation mark. 

• To use a capital letter for names of people, places, the days of the week, and the personal pronoun ‘I’.  

 

Science (Everyday Materials) 

• Distinguish between an object and the material from which it is made. 

• Identify and name a variety of everyday materials, including wood, plastic, glass, water and rock. 

• Describe the simple physical properties of a variety of everyday materials. 

• Compare and group together a variety of everyday materials on the basis of their physical properties. 

 

Religious Education (R.E.) 

Big Question:  What is it like to live as a Jewish person?   

Ask your child to tell you what they know about…  

The Star of David  Symbol to represent Judaism.  

Shabbat A day for Jews to rest, think, and renew themselves spiritually. It starts at sunset on Friday and finishes 
after the sun sets on Saturday. 

Synagogue Place of worship for Jews, where they pray, study and come together. 

Torah  Means ‘Law’ or ‘Teaching’. It contains the five books of Moses and is the Jewish holy text. Jews use the 
‘yad’ or pointer to touch the pages of the Torah instead of touching it with their hands, as a sign of 
reverence.  

Maths 

Number 
Addition and 
Subtraction within 
twenty. 
 

▪ Add by counting on; practise adding ones to help with adding ones to twenty.  
▪ Know number bonds to 2o (e.g. 1 + 19 = 20, 2 + 18 = 20, etc).  
▪ Solve addition word problems.  
▪ Subtract using a variety of methods, including number lines; learn how to cross 10  

when subtracting (e.g. 15 – 6 = 9, you are ‘crossing’ from one group of ten into another.) 
▪ Compare additions and subtractions (e.g. ‘which is greater: 20 – 7 or 15-1?’).  
▪ Solve subtraction word problems.   

Number 
Place Value within 
50.  
We will continue this 
next half term.  
 

▪ Know numbers to 50, recognising how many ‘tens’ and how many ‘ones’ are in a number.  
▪ Represent numbers to 50.  
▪ Counting forwards and backwards in 50.  
▪ Compare and order numbers within 50 (e.g. ‘which number is greater, 39 or 43?’) 
▪ Count in 2s and 5s.   



 

 


