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Tuesday 14th June 2022 
  
Dear Parents and Carers,  

                          YEAR 1  NEWSLETTER 
 

The year has flown by, and we have arrived at the final half term! It feels like only yesterday that I was meeting my 
new class and visiting Year 1 for the first time from Reception. It’s been fantastic watching them grow in confidence 
and develop new interests and ideas.  
 
This half term, highlights include a school trip to Kew Gardens, performing in our school play in the Peacock theatre, 
Sports Day, and an Art workshop from the National Portrait Gallery. See below for more details about what we are 
learning in each subject, along with key takeaways in English, Maths, History/Geography, and RE.  
 

English We will read ‘How to Find Gold’ by Viviane Schwarz, discussing the book, 
its characters and events before writing our own descriptions and 
adventures. After this, we will read ‘Surprising Sharks’ by Nicola Davies, 
expanding our non-fiction horizons by learning about all species of shark, 
from the Hammerhead to the Spotted Dogfish!  

Maths In this final term, we will be consolidating our previous learning on 
Addition and Subtraction within 20, before moving on to Place Value within 
100, Money and Time. Please continue to quiz your child on number bonds 
(to 10 and 20) at home, counting in 2s, 5s and 10s, and counting forwards and 
backwards to 100 – daily practice will help them a lot in their Maths this  
term.   

Phonics and 
Reading 
 
 

We’re continuing to learn Phase 5 with helpful ditties, following the 
‘Essential Letters and Sounds’ scheme.   
The most important element of becoming a fluent reader is reading to an 
adult every day (15-20 minutes) and being read to every day (e.g. a bedtime 
story). This individual attention from a parent or carer is irreplaceable – 
children need lots of practice blending using the sounds they learned in 
school. Thank you for all the work you are doing to support your child at 
home. Let us know how your child is getting on with their reading books 
by writing in the yellow Reading Record.  We strongly recommend that 
your child reads beyond their assigned reading book, by reading books 
from the Oxford Owl website (you’ll find a login in your child’s Reading 
Record, to access more decodable books). You can access the Oxford Owl 
reading books for all phases online using the class login:  
Oxford Owl website  username: year1stcd  password: oxfordowl   
Don’t forget that ‘The Big Read’ is on until the end of the year – we want 
to give out as many Bronze, Silver and Gold badges as we can!  

Religious 
Education 

In RE we are exploring the ‘Big Question’: ‘Why did Jesus tell Stories?’ 
We will be focusing on the parables of ‘The Lost Sheep’, ‘The Prodigal 
Son’, ‘The Sower’, ‘The Foolish Builder’ and ‘The Good Samaritan’, 
exploring their meaning and what they teach Christians.  

Computing  This term we are using Scratch Jr to learn about the basics of algorithms, 
coding and ‘debugging’ (correcting our incorrect instructions).  

mailto:office@stcd.co.uk
http://www.st-clementdanes.westminster.sch.uk/
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PE We will study ‘Relays and Fair play’ and ‘Fielding’, preparing for  
Sports Day!  

PSHE  We will study ‘Safety Contexts’, looking at how to be safe in different 
situations e.g. crossing the road.  

Art In Art we are using collage / mixed media to create landscapes of the Sea!  
This links in well with what the children are learning about in History and 
Geography (see below). We are also participating in the National Portrait 
Galllery’s ‘Faces and Places’ project, learning about important individuals 
in Westminster, and participating in a school portrait workshop on 
Monday 11th July! 

History and 
Geography  

This term we are studying ‘Seas, Oceans, and Ocean Explorers!’ We will 
learn about the 5 major oceans and where they are located on a map. We 
will learn about why the oceans are important, the different habitats in the 
ocean and the creatures that live there, and how we can protect and 
preserve our oceans. In History, we will learn about the ocean explorer and 
conservationist Jacques Cousteau.  

 
 
Homework 

 Like last term, this term we are sending home Maths and English homework on Wednesdays, to be handed 

in on the following Monday.  

 Every Friday your child has a spelling quiz – we send home their spelling book on a Friday so that you can 

see their score on their last test, along with the set of spellings to learn for the following week.   

 We check reading records and change reading books once a week – please make sure that your child is 

reading out loud to you for 15-20 minutes every day, and let us know about what they have been reading in 

their reading record.  

 Bedtime story – read your child story books or chapter books which they enjoy, but are beyond the level that 

they can read independently at the moment. This will develop their knowledge, vocabulary, reading ability 

and love of reading.  

Many thanks for all you do to support your children at home. Please don’t hesitate to ask me if you have any 
questions, or if you would like to talk to me about your child’s progress or wellbeing.   
 
With kind regards,  
 
Ms Foxton  
Year 1 Class Teacher 
 
 
Please continue to the next two pages for this term’s Key Takeaways >>> 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Key Takeaways      Term 6 
 

 

English Targets  

 Develop reading for pleasure, vocabulary and understanding  by listening to, discussing, 

and expressing opinions about a wide variety of fiction and poetry.  

 Discussing and clarifying the meanings of words.  

 Discussing favourite words and phrases.  

 Make inferences on the basis of what is said and done.  

 Understanding that a sentence is a unit of meaning; understanding where to end sentences.  

 Rehearsing and practising sentences orally before writing them down.  

 Reading work back to check sense, redrafting work to make improvements.  

 Using capital letters for names and the start of sentences.  

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Maths 

Place Value  Count forwards and backwards to 100.  

 Partitioning numbers.  

 Ordering and comparing numbers.  

 Knowing ‘one more than’ and ‘one less than’ to 100.  

 Key vocabulary: 100 square, number square, place value grid.   

Money  Recognising coins.  

 Recognising notes. 

 Counting in coins.  

 Key vocabulary: pound, pence, coins, notes.    

Time   Recognising ‘before’ and ‘after’.  

 Understanding dates.  

 Telling time to the hour.  

 Writing and comparing time.  

 Key vocabulary: before, after, yesterday, today, tomorrow, day, week, slower, faster, 

month, year, calendar, date, minute hand, hour hand, o’clock, half past, second, minute, 

hour.    

  

History/Geography 

 I can name the five oceans (Pacific, Atlantic, Indian, Southern, Arctic) and locate them 

on a map.  

 I can look up oceans in an Atlas.  

 I can explain that the oceans have different depths (sunlit zone, twilight zone, dark zone, 

abyss, trenches) and talk about some of the creatures that live there.  

 I can explain that Jacques Cousteau was a conservationist who raised awareness about 

the impact of pollution on ocean habitats. 

Year 1 



 

 
 
 
 

Religious Education (RE)  
 

Core Knowledge 
  

 

Big Question: Why did Jesus tell stories?   
 

What is a parable?   A parable is a story that has a meaning. Christians believe that 
Jesus told parables because they were away to teach tricky ideas 
in an easy and interesting way. Christians believe that the 
parables show how God wants people to live, and his key 
messages for the world.  

 

What is the ‘Good News?’    Gospel means ‘Good News’. Christians believe that Jesus’ 
incarnation is ‘good news’ for all people. They believe that 
Jesus showed what it means to live in relationship with God. 
Jesus’ example and teaching emphasise loving one’s neighbour 
— particularly the weak and vulnerable — as part of loving 
God.  

What happens in the parable of 
‘The Lost Sheep’?  What does it 
show about Christian beliefs?  

A shepherd leaves his flock to find one sheep who is lost. 
Christians believe that this story shows that God thinks that 
every person is special and valuable, and that we are all equal in 
the eyes of God.  

 

What happens in the parable of 
‘The Prodigal Son’?  What does it 
show about Christian beliefs? 

There are two sons. One son wastes all the money his father 
gave him and abandons his family. He is sorry and comes back. 
The father forgives him completely. Christians believe that 
this shows that God is a loving father who will always forgive 
you if you are sorry.   

 

What happens in the parable of 
‘The Parable of the Sower?’ What 
does it show about Christian 
beliefs? 

A person spreads seeds. Some seeds grow into plants, but some 
seeds land on rocks and do not. Christians believe that this 
shows that God provides the ‘Good News’ to everyone, but 
some people ignore it (they are the ‘rocky ground’ in the story). 
The story teaches Christians how important it is to follow 
God’s word.   

 

What happens in the parable of 
‘The Wise and the Foolish 
Builders’? What does it show about 
Christian beliefs? 

One person builds his house upon the rock, so it lasts in a 
flood. Another builds his house upon the sand, which is swept 
away by the flood. Christians believe that this shows that to 
survive problems, the ‘storms of life’, you need to have a strong 
foundation, e.g. God.  

 

What happens in the parable of 
‘The Good Samaritan? What does it 
show about Christian beliefs? 

A person is attacked and left to die on the roadside. People pass 
him by, ignoring his pleas for help. Eventually a Samaritan 
helps him, cares for him and takes him to an inn to be looked 
after. Samaritans were looked down upon at the time. 
Christians believe that this parable teaches that the 
commandment ‘love thy neighbor’ applies to everyone – all 
human beings are worthy, regardless of any differences in race, 
culture, religion etc.  

 

 

Year 1, Term 6 


