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Monday 26th April 2021 

Dear Year 1 Parents and Carers, 

 

YEAR 1  NEWSLETTER 
 
Welcome back! I hope you had a good Easter holiday and it’s been lovely to see you all again. 
We have lots of exciting things planned this term. Please see below for a rundown of what 
we will be up t0: 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading 
 
Please continue to read with your child every day. This consistency is crucial 
for their development in Year 1 and affects their learning in every subject. As a 
reminder, I have included below the purpose of each of the 2 books sent home 
from school (‘phonics book’ and ‘reading book’) but please do not feel limited 
to these books. Please do record in their Reading Journals any reading you do 
with your child at home. 

 

English – Poetry, traditional tales, writing diaries 

                Key texts include: ‘Out and About’ by Shirley Hughes and ‘The Gigantic Turnip’ by Aleksei Tolstoy 

                and Niamh Sharkey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maths – multiplication and division, counting in 2s, 5s, and 10s, fractions – halves and quarters 

Science – Plants (see ‘Support for Learning’ below for more information)  

Computing – Technology Around Us 

R.E – Islam 

P.E – Striking and Fielding with Coach Robin, and Athletics  

Music – Your Imagination 

Art – Van Gogh and William Morris 
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Phonics book – this book often appears easier to read and your child should be 
able to read it fluently with little to no support from you. The purpose of this 
book is for your child to recap the phonic sounds they’ve previously learnt and 
to practise identifying them throughout the book. After reading it for a couple 
of nights in a row to gain fluency, see if they can spell some of the words in 
the book. Even see if they can retell (or write!) the story out themselves,  
focusing particularly on the phonic sounds and spellings.  
In addition, these sites contain fun phonics games that could be used at home 
for further practice:   www.phonicsplay.co.uk  www.ictgames.com 

 
Reading book – the book chosen for your child is directly correlated with the 
reading level that they have been benchmarked at. This level takes into  
account not only their ability to decode new words, but also their fluency,  
accuracy and comprehension of the text. Please click here to find some  
suggestions of questions to ask when you read this book with your child, to 
help develop their understanding of a text.  

 
Homework 
The children have made wonderful progress in their phonics – thank you for 
all the support you give at home! Our spelling quiz takes place each Friday – 
please ensure spelling books are in school for this. On Wednesday we will be 
sending out homework folders with a schedule of pages to be completed for 
homework each week. Please refer to this throughout the term to ensure the 
correct pages are completed. Please return homework folders to school every 
Monday. 

 
P.E. 
This term we are fortunate to be working with a specialist sports coach! Please 
ensure that your child’s correct P.E. kit is always in school. This includes plain 
navy tracksuit bottoms or plain navy shorts, and a blue school hoodie to wear 
over their PE shirt. If your child wears tights to school, please remember to in-
clude a pair of socks for PE too. Please ensure that all items of clothing are 
named to avoid any confusion!  

 
 
Thank you for all your help in supporting your child’s learning at home. As always, if you 
have any questions, please feel free to drop an email to me via the front office. 
 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Miss Lucas 
Year 1 Class Teacher 
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Year 1  Writing Targets 



 

 

 

Year 1  Reading Targets 



 

 

Support for Learning 

 

Please check out these additional resources: 

 

Science: 

Please click this link to find the Year 1 Knowledge Organiser for our Plants topic.  

You can see what is covered in Year One and the key words and concepts taught.  

 

Reading:  

Reading and hearing stories regularly at home will really help the children to continue  

progressing with their reading. Please note that while our local libraries are closed, online 

story resources are available here: Online Library Resources, here: Storyline videos and here: 

CBeebies story videos. As well as reading aloud to your child, please encourage them to  

practise reading themselves too, using the phonics letters and sounds that they’ve learnt. If 

you’re looking for more to read, click here: Reading books online. There are many ways for 

children to hear stories, including audiobooks! Oxford University Press also provides  

hundreds of free online texts: Oxford University Press. For further information about  

reading and phonics at home, click here: Teach Your Dragon To Read. 

 

Spelling:  

Here is a reminder of the Year 1 Spelling List and Days of the Week  

which the children need to learn to read and write during Year One as well. 

 

Writing mats for the expected level of each year group: 

Writing mat 

 

Information about handwriting: 

Handwriting 

 

Support for Maths: 

Y1 Maths Mats 

Nrich maths challenges 

 

SEND: 

A reminder of resources available to support children with SEND: SEND Support and that 

our Inclusion Leader, Ms Francis can be contacted via office@stcd.co.uk 

 

Online Safety: 

Please take a look at this information about using the Internet safely: Online Safety 
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