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Dear Year 1 Parents and Carers,         
 

WELCOME TO YEAR ONE! 
 
Welcome to Year 1! I want to begin by thanking you for such a warm welcome to St Clement Danes. I am 
really looking forward to the year ahead.  It has been lovely to meet and begin teaching your children who have 
had a fantastic start to the school year! There are lots of changes for them including a new classroom, a new 
timetable, new topics and new challenges. We are delighted to have Ms Fiona and Ms Bitca with us. 
 

Here is an overview of what we are learning this term (with more detailed targets on the last page). I have also 
included information about how homework will be set, and other school routines.  
 
 

Maths 
The children will spend the first few weeks revising place value within 0-10. The focus is on 
place value (ordering, comparing, representing) and fluency in number (counting forwards, 
backwards, one more, one less etc). The children use what they have learned to solve reasoning 
and problem solving questions, which allow them to apply their Maths in creative ways. They 
use ‘concrete’ (physical) resources and in their daily work in order to foster a deep 
understanding of number. 

 
Science 
This half term we will be learning about ‘Animals including Humans’ where Year One will 
often need to explain confusing aspects of human / animal biology.  We are looking forward to 
aliens landing in the playground, animal spotting, drawing, labelling and exploring the many 
ways in which animals are grouped.  

 
English 
This term our class texts are Rat a Tat Tat, and Handa’s Surprise. 
Highlights include tasting fruits, retelling and acting our story with 
storymaps and hotseating, exploring the text outside the class, and 
completing whole-class, paired, and individual writing. We are 
exploring the structure of stories, asking questions about texts, orally 
rehearsing and retelling stories, and adapting set structures to create 
our own stories. We will use our phonics to help write down our ideas, 
to develop a secure grasp of sentences.  
 
RE 
 

In our R.E. lessons this term, the Big Question we’ll be exploring is: What responsibility  
has God given people about taking care of the world?  For more information, click here: R.E.   
 
Uniform 
It has been wonderful to see so many children looking so smart at the start of the school year. 
Please look on the website to see a full list of what your child should be wearing every day: 
School Uniform.  
Please ensure that all items, including school bags, all clothing, PE bags and water bottles are 
clearly named to avoid any confusion! 
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Phonics 
Phonics continues to be an important focus in Year One so it is important to please make time 
to hear your child read every single day. Your child will be given a Reading Record book and we 
ask that you write a brief comment with the date whenever you read together. Your child will 
be assigned a group and specific book changing day. This will be stuck on the inside cover of 
their individual Reading Record. Please ensure their Reading Record, phonics book, and library 
book are all brought in on that day to be checked and changed.  

 
Homework  
Look out for your child’s homework folder containing their Maths and English books.  Children 
need to complete the pages set each week, then please put their Maths and English books in 
your child’s bag ready for us to look at on Monday.  We will then send out new homework on 
Tuesday.  
 
 

Spellings 
We will give you the spellings for the half term in advance. These will have examples of words 
that contain the sound that they will be tested on a Friday.  Children will be quizzed on up to 
ten of those words. There will also be some tricky words/common words which the children 
will need to learn off by heart. To start with, the children revise some sounds they learned in 
Reception, to ease them into the spelling routine. 
 

                          PE 

This half term, outdoor PE will take place on Monday afternoons (with a specialist PE Coach) 
and indoor PE will take place on Wednesday afternoons (lead by myself). 

 

 
 

Summary of Weekly Home-School Routines 

Maths and English homework sent home… Every Tuesday 

Maths and English homework due in… Every Monday 

Spelling Quiz Every Friday at school 

Library book, decodable Reading Book, and 
Reading Record checked… 

Please see the inside cover of your child’s Reading Record  

 
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to talk to me in the playground, at the end of the day or 
while you are lining up before school. You are also welcome to email me via the school office (office@stcd.co.uk) 
and I will get back to you as soon as I can.  
 
Thank you for all your help in supporting your child’s learning at home. It has been lovely getting to know you 
and your children and I am looking forward to a wonderful year together. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Miss N Outen 
Year 1 Class Teacher  
 

 
Please take a look at our Year One target sheet on the next page. >>> 
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Targets for this term 

 
 
English  
 

Reading 

• Listen to, discuss and express views about books at a level beyond that which they can 

read independently. 

• Discuss the sequence of events in books and how items of information are related. 

• Answer and ask questions, predict what might happen on the basis of what has been 

read, draw inferences on the basis of what is being said and done. 
 

Writing 

• Use their phonics to write simple sentences.   

• Draft and write by noting ideas, key phrases and vocabulary, and composing and 

rehearsing sentences orally before they write. 

• Sequence sentences to form short narratives. 

 
 
Maths 
 

• Count objects and represent number in a variety of ways.  

• Count, read and write forwards from any number 0 to 10.  

• Count, read and write backwards from any number 0 to 10. 

• Count one more and one less.  

• Compare groups using language such as more/greater, less/fewer, equal.  

• Introduce < , > and = symbols.  

• Compare numbers.  

• Ordinal numbers (1st, 2nd, 3rd, etc).  

• Understand and use number-lines.  

 
 
Science 

 

• Identify and name a variety of common animals that are birds, fish, amphibians, 

reptiles and mammals. 

• Identify and name a variety of common animals that are carnivores, herbivores and 

omnivores. 

• Describe and compare the structure of a variety of common animals (birds, fish, 

amphibians, reptiles and mammals, and including pets). 

• Identify, name draw and label the basic parts of the human body and say which parts 

of the body is associated with each sense. 

 
  


