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Tuesday 1st November 2022  
Dear Parents and Carers, 

YEAR 1  NEWSLETTER 
 
The first term has flown by. Welcome to Term 2! The class made a fantastic start to the year. This term the fun 
continues, as we start learning about Castles. This involves some brilliant history about why castles were built and 
who lived there, as well the chance to design their own castle, do a bit of ‘jousting’, and participate in a Medieval Dress 
Up day! (More details to follow.)  
 
We have lots of exciting learning to look forward to this term including:  
 

English In English, we are reading the text of Rapunzel. We will be discussing the fairytale 
genre, writing our own fairytales and diary entries, and interviewing Rapunzel herself. 
In our version of the text by Bethan Woolvin, Rapunzel doesn’t wait for a Prince to 
save her – she saves herself! This text gives the opportunity interesting conversations 
about conventions, genre, and why it’s important to be able to question what we read. 
I look forward to what the children have to say!  

Maths In Maths we are continuing our work on Addition and Subtraction within 10. The 
end of term culminates with learning about Shapes in Geometry. The children learn 
about mathematical concepts first by using physical objects (e.g. taking away with 
counters, finding parts with cubes, etc.). Your child will consolidate their learning 
from this term in their Maths homework.  

Phonics and 
Reading 
 
 

Our half-termly assessments allow us to tailor what your child is taught in their phonics lessons to their 
current level of attainment. We’re beginning to to learn Phase 5 with helpful ditties, following the 
‘Essential Letters and Sounds’ scheme.  Ditties are sayings containing words that use the sound your 
child is learning that day. They show the pronunciation of the sound in context of a word, helping them 
read other words with the same sound. These are some of the sounds and ditties that we will be learning 
this term.  

 ay (‘play all day’) 

 ou (‘a proud cloud’)  

 ie (‘pie on your tie’) 

 ea (‘each have a treat’)    

 oy (‘a boy cries ahoy’).  

 ir (‘a quirky shirt’) 

 ue (‘true, the sky’s blue’) 

 aw (‘fawn on the lawn’) 

The children also learn to recognize common words that don’t use phonics – these called ‘HRS’ words 

(‘harder to read and spell’). This term your child will learn the following HRS words – oh, their, people, 
Mr, Mrs, your, ask, should, would, could, asked, house, mouse, water want, very.  
The most important element of becoming a fluent reader is reading to an adult every day (15-20 minutes) 
and being read to every day (e.g. a bedtime story). This individual attention from an adult is 
irreplaceable – children need lots of practice blending using the sounds they learned in school. Thank 
you for all the work you are doing to support your child at home. Let us know how your child is getting 
on with their reading books by writing in the yellow reading record.  Your will also access reading books 
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from the Oxford Owl website (see their reading record for a login) where books will be allocated on a 
weekly basis based on the phonics sounds taught that week. 

Religious 
Education 

In RE, our ‘Big Question’ for this term is ‘Why is each person important in the 
Nativity story?’ We want pupils of all faiths, or no faith, to learn to value their own 
opinions and the opinions of others. Through discussion, deep thought and debate, 
pupils will develop their ability to actively listen to each other, form opinions, and share their 
opinions thoughtfully and respectfully.  

Computing  This term we are exploring a new form of media – Digital Painting! Pupils will learn about a range of 
artists and experiment with digital painting.  

PE Our YMCA Coach will be teaching Gymnastics on Mondays, while we focus on Ball Skills on 
Wednesdays.  

PSHE  Anti-Bullying – ensuring that pupils recognize bullying, and are empowered to stop it.  

DT In DT we are learning to design, make and evaluate a castle using a range of mechanisms.  

History This term’s topic is Castles! The pupils are learning about Castles in Britain – 
why they were built, how they were built, and who built them. They will be 
designing their own castles, interviewing everyday people from history, and 
having their own Castles dress up day!  

 

Homework 

Maths  We send home Maths homework each week, tailored to your child’s current attainment level. This term’s 
homework will either be pages from a Maths booklet, or from the CGP Maths book.  The pages for the 
term are stuck in the front of the book. The homework should be handed in on Mondays, it will be 
marked and sent back on Wednesdays.   

English Your child has English homework – either work to consolidate their phonics work (the CGP booklet), or 
the Year 1 CGP English Book. The homework should be handed in on Mondays, it will be marked and 
sent back on Wednesdays.   

Phonics Depending on your child’s current attainment in phonics, we may have set additional practice activities 
and games for you to complete at home.  

Spellings  We have set your child differentiated spellings to learn each week, matched to their current level of 
attainment. This will also help with their writing and phonics. Spelling tests will be on a Friday, and new 
spellings will be sent out every Friday. You will be able to see the mark they got on their last test in their 
Spelling books.  

Reading Pupils need to read their decodable phonics book to an adult every day for at least 15 minutes. We ask you 
to record comments in their reading record. Your child will have their book changed every week, so please 
do check that their reading record and reading book is in their bag on their book changing day.  

 
 
Please scroll down to find our learning targets for this term. 
 
Many thanks for all you do to support your children at home!  
 
With kind regards,  
Miss Outen  
Year 1 Class Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Targets for Term 2 

 

English 

Spoken 
Language 

 ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge. 

 articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions.  

 participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and debates.  

Reading  sound and blend unfamiliar printed words quickly and accurately using the phonic knowledge and 

skills that they have already learnt.  

 hear, share and discuss a wide range of high -quality books to develop a love of reading and 

broaden their vocabulary. 

 discuss the significance of the title and events, making inferences on the basis of what is being said 

and done, predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far.  

Writing  spell words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught and common exception words. 

 Say out loud what they are going to write about, compose a sentence orally before writing it, 

discuss what they have written.  

 to punctuate sentences using a capital letter and a full stop, question mark or exclamation mark. 

 To use a capital letter for names of people, places, the days of the week, and the personal pronoun 

‘I’.  

 
 

History 

End of 
KS1 
targets.  

 Develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time.  

 Use historical vocabulary and terms.  

 Understand some of the ways in which we understand the past.  

 ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other sources to show that they 
know and understand key features of events.   

 
 
 
Continued on next page >> 
 
 
 
 

Maths 

Number 
Addition and 
Subtraction 
within ten.  
 

 Know what the addition, subtraction and equals signs mean.  
 Find number bonds within ten.  
 Addition – add together and add more.  
 Find a part.  
 Can subtract by finding a part, counting back, and finding the difference between two 

numbers.  

Geometry 
Shape 
 

 Recognise, name and sort 3D shapes.  
 Recognise, name and sort 2D shapes.  
 Continue patterns with 2D and 3D shapes.  



 

Religious Education  

Big Question – Why is each person important in the Nativity Story?  

Questions your child should be able to answer   

What is the 
message of the 
nativity?  

The message is that God loved the world, so he became man (incarnate), and came to live 
among humans in the form of Jesus. Christians believe that God came to save everyone – 
from the lowliest and least noticed in society (the Shepherds) to the most important (the 
Wise Men). The reason God ‘came down’ from heaven and was born as Jesus was because 
he wanted to save people, to give people a way to go to heaven (salvation). 

Tell me about 
Mary.  

Mary is Jesus’ mother. She is often thought of as the role model for being a mother. Mary 
was an ordinary Jewish girl who accepted the most extraordinary task, to be the God bearer 
of His one and only son Jesus Christ. 

Tell me about 
the Archangel 
Gabriel.  

Gabriel is God’s messenger. 
Gabriel then appears to Mary to announce that she will conceive God’s son. 

Tell me about 
Joseph.  

Joseph could have broken off the engagement and he did consider this. However, Joseph 
was reassured in a dream, of God’s plan, which he accepted in spite of the public 
humiliation he would face.  
Importance: God chose Joseph. Joseph was righteous, loyal, committed and kind. He took 
his role seriously and acted with integrity. 

Tell me about 
the Shepherds.  

In Luke’s Gospel, an angel appeared to the shepherds to tell them the good news. A whole 
company of angels appeared before the shepherds, praising God.  
The shepherds were seen as the nobodies in society. It is significant that God chose the 
shepherds to be the first people to hear the good news of Jesus’ birth, signifying to the 
world that Jesus had come for all people regardless of race, background, gender, class etc. 
God revealing the good news to the shepherds must not be underestimated. It is saying a 
very clear statement – that this Christ child was for all people and for all times. 

Tell me about 
King Herod.  

The Romans made King Herod the King – he ruled on their behalf. He heard that a great 
King would be born – Jesus. He was jealous, and afraid that he wouldn’t be King of the 
Jews anymore. So, he ordered that all male children under the age of 2 should be killed, just 
in case one of them grew up to be the King the Wise Men had told him about. 

Tell me about 
the Wise Men.  

Referred to as magi (wise men) in the gospel and were most probably astrologers. 
Compared to the Shepherds, they were seen as very important people. This shows that all 
people, regardless of their importance, were less important than the Baby Jesus. 
Meaning behind the gifts: Gold shows that Jesus would be King. Frankincense is holy, and 
shows that Jesus is holy like a priest. Myrrh points to Jesus’ suffering and death. Myrrh 
was used to anoint the dead.  
Importance: The wise men represent the Gentile (non-Jewish) world coming to worship 
the new King. 

Key vocabulary 

Incarnation The incarnation refers to the idea that Jesus isn’t just related to God – he is God. God chose 
to become human and live among us in the form of Jesus. Often children think that 
Christians believe that Jesus appeared at Christmas and did not exist before then – in fact, 
because he is God, Christians believe that he has always existed. 

Christmas Christian Festival that marks the birth of Jesus Christ. 



 

Good News News of salvation - being saved. 
 

Bible Holy Book for Christianity. 

Announcement The announcing (telling) from Archangel Gabriel to Mary that she would conceive God’s son. 

Love Our relationship with God and with each other. 

  


