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To listen to the story again,

click here. 
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What do you 
remember about 

this story?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dFaY2jeOgSw&feature=youtu.be


What does this story tell 
us about Ancient Egypt?

Collect information 
from the text.

What does the story tell its readers about Ancient Egypt? 
Think about….

Animals

Landscape

Climate

Clothing

Travel

Mythology

Pharaohs

Slavery
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Who snatched 
Rhodopis’ slipper?
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Horus 

The ancient Egyptian god Horus 
was often depicted as a falcon or 
as a man with a falcon head.  

Horus, meaning ‘one who is 
above’, was commonly worshipped 
as the god of the sky and was the 
son of Osiris and Isis.

Many of the Egyptian gods and goddesses are 
shown with human bodies and animal heads.
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TODAY’S CHALLENGE:

Create your own mythical creature
with a combination of human and 
animal features.

Draw your mythical 
creature.

Add labels to describe it. 
Use these questions to 
help you. Use at least 
three of the MORERAPS
in your descriptions!

Click here for inspiration.

- What animal is represented? Why?

- What is its special power?

- What is its name?

- What habitat do they live in?

- How many legs does your creature have?

- How many heads?

- Do they have a tail?

- Do they have fur, fluff or scales?
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https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/M.O.R.E.R.A.P.S.-poem.pdf?ts=1593560163
https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Mythical-Creature-Call-Me-Gorgeous.pdf?ts=1593562756
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Look back at the illustrations in the book: click here. 

What do you notice about 
the image this time that 
you didn’t spot before? 

Choose your favourite and look closely at that picture 
in more detail. 

What does this image tell 
you about the story?

The Power of Pictures
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dFaY2jeOgSw&feature=youtu.be


A book is made by many people!

Making this Book

The illustrator of this story is Marjan Vafaeian, 
an artist from Iran.
Marjan lives and works in Tehran, the capital 
city. Can you find the country of Iran on a map? 
(You could use this Interactive Mapmaker to 
help you!)

The book’s author, Beverley Naidoo, was over 
3000 miles away from Marjan. 
How do you think they communicated when 
they were making the book together? 

When authors and 
illustrators work on a 
book, they often look for 
reference images to help 
them.
Beverley Naidoo visited 
The British Museum (near 
our school in London!) to 
learn more about the 
Ancient Egyptians.  
Beverly took some 
pictures and sent them to 
Marjan in Iran to help her 
with the illustrations.

Marjan
speaks Farsi 
and 
Beverley 
speaks 
English so 
the 
publisher 
translated 
Beverley’s 
ideas for 
Marjan.

To find out more about the this author 
and illustrator team, click here.
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https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/classroom-resources/mapping/
https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Author-and-Illustrator.jpg?ts=1593568754


Illustrators often begin their work with a character sketch.

Look at Marjan’s first and final illustration of Rhodopis and Horus:

FIRST VERSION: FINAL ILLUSTRATION:
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What differences can you see
from this first sketch to the final 
illustration? 



How would you illustrate Rhodopis? 
How do you see the character and 
how would you show this in your own 
illustration for a picture book?

Create a ‘Role on the Wall’ for the character of Rhodopis
(like you did for Atir when we read Zeraffa Giraffa). Click here for a reminder.

Rhodopis
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https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Role-on-the-Wall-reminder.jpg?ts=1593680282
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Look at this first colour 
illustration for the cover and 
the final illustration used. 

Why do you think Marjan
chose to change her 
illustration of the Nile and 
of Horus?  

What differences 
can you spot?
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Your Challenge:

Choose a scene from the book
and illustrate it in a new way. 

Think about the scene as a photo
and consider the angle it takes. 
Who might be taking that photo? 
What other viewpoints are there of this 
same scene? 

Focus on re-telling this particular scene
from a new point of view. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dFaY2jeOgSw&feature=youtu.be
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Look at this ancient Egyptian painting that Beverley Naidoo found at the British Museum, 
near our school in London!

What do you notice? 
Can you see how these 
have inspired Marjan’s
illustrations? 

• Look at the enlarged main 
characters…. 

• Look at the side-on profile 
portraits….

• Can you spot a cat that might have 
inspired Marjan? (The cat was a 
sacred animal in ancient Egypt.) 

• What else do you notice?
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Choose one of the songs that features in the story of Cinderella of the Nile.

1. Write out the song in your neatest joined handwriting. Please click here
for a reminders.

2. Draw your own illustration to accompany the song.

Use Ancient Egyptian paintings to inspire your illustration.

For your illustration, think about the context of the song 

and try to incorporate this into your picture:

• At what point in the story is the song sung?

• Who is singing it?

• What is happening to Rhodopis at this time?

You can use a similar illustrative style 

to Marjan Vafaeian, 

or choose your own style!

https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Handwriting-blog.pdf?ts=1593569939
https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Ancient-Egyptian-paintings.pdf?ts=1593682138


Well done, Year 3!

Thank you for all your great work this week. 
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