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Do you know the story of 
Cinderella? Tell the story.

Who is the story about?
Where is the story set? 

What happens in the story?

If you don’t know the story, you can read 
a well-known version here.

Story Origins

Where do you think this 
story came from? 

How old do you think 
the story is?
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https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Cinderella-story-Twinkl.pdf?ts=1592730859


The story of Cinderella is an example of a fairy tale. 

A fairy tale is a particular type of folktale.  Passed down orally (spoken) from 
generation to generation, folktales are stories which reflect the cultures within 
which they have evolved. 

Many old fairy tales include character stereotypes that we should look out for, 
talk about and challenge (like princesses needing rescuing and unkind 
stepmothers)!

There is usually a moral message within a folktale & a story of good overcoming 
bad. Fairy tales often have a happy ending.

Fairy tales also involve magic and mystery. 

Why do you think 
fairy tales are so 

popular?

What other folktales 
/ fairy tales do you 

know?

Aaaghh!!
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This week, we’re 
going to explore 
this version of the 
Cinderella story.      

What clues does the 
book’s cover give us about 
this version of the story?

What do the illustration 
and book title tell us 
about the location, 

characters and historical 
time of the story?
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Read the whole story.

Click here to listen to the story. 

Try to follow along, reading the text as you listen.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dFaY2jeOgSw&feature=youtu.be


What did you like / 
dislike about the story?

What was familiar
about the story? What surprised you 

about the story?

How old do you think 
the story is? 

What clues are there?
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Read this introduction to the ‘Cinderella of the Nile’ book, by its author, Beverley Naidoo.

One Story, Many Voices

What are your memories of 
your favourite fairy tales / 

folktales?

Why did you enjoy them?
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Here are some other Cinderella stories. 

You could click on the links to read or listen to some….

A Mexican 
Cinderella story

Disney’s 
Cinderella 

A Chinese 
Cinderella story

A Caribbean 
Cinderella story –

Part  1 Part 2

Do you know this 
version of the story?

Do you know any other Cinderella stories?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WNVLyeAtNqM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0XNMz_wJG8Q&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WTsCk5fJYpo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sJS-HArWsGY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ccvrn-kJ2eM
https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Cinderella-story-Twinkl.pdf?ts=1593030031


COMPARE AND CONTRAST

Compare two versions of the tale of Cinderella.

What are the main differences and similarities? 

‘Cinderella of 
the Nile’

Another version of 
the Cinderella story
(You could use this 
familiar version or 
another one of your choice.)

Main characters

Villains

Lost items

Problems faced

Happy ending

BONUS CHALLENGE:
Compare more than two 

versions of the story!
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https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Cinderella-story-Twinkl.pdf?ts=1592734699
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Where is Cinderella of 
the Nile set?

What makes it 
different to other 

versions of the story?

Why do you think 
this is?

How old is this 
version of the story?

How do we know this?

How many versions of 
Cinderella do you think 

there are?
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Cinderella Story Motifs

What or who do you think 
needs to be included in the 

story to make it recognisable 
as a Cinderella story?

13



Select six images from the Cinderella of the Nile story that tell us something significant 
about the story. (Eg. you might choose Rhodopis’ slipper, the blue kingfisher, the river…)

Why are the images 
you’ve chosen 

important to the 
story?
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What’s a fable?

Do you know any 
fables? 
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A fable is another example of a folk tale, passed down through generations by  
oral storytelling.

A fable is a short story which often features animals, plants or forces of nature, 
such as wind, which are anthropomorphised (given human qualities) and are used 
to teach a moral lesson. (Anthropos means human in Greek!  )

Some of our best-known fables are thought 
to have been told by a storyteller called Aesop, 
believed to have been an African man 
enslaved in Ancient Greece in around 550 BC.
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Re-read Aesop’s fable about the Oak Tree in Cinderella of the Nile:

What moral (lesson) 
do you think this fable 

teaches?

What other fables 
have you heard of?
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BONUS CHALLENGE: 

Maybe you could find out about the 
origins of some famous  sayings. 

Parents could click here for 
information.

Many well-known sayings are based on fables…

Don’t count your 
chickens before 

they hatch!

The early bird 
catches the 

worm!
Slow & steady 
wins the race!

19

https://owlcation.com/humanities/10-Everyday-Expressions-That-Come-From-the-Timeless-Wisdom-of-Aesops-Fables


Click here and 
choose some of 
Aesop’s fables to 
listen to.

Think about the moral of 
each story that you hear. 

What lesson was the story 
meant to teach us?  

You could click here for
more information, 
questions & ideas 
about the stories.
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/english-ks1--ks2-aesops-fables-index/z73s6v4
https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Aesops-Fables-Information-questions-and-activities.pdf?ts=1592742605


Make notes about at least three fables.

You could click here for
more information, 
questions & ideas 
about the stories.
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https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Aesops-Fables-Information-questions-and-activities.pdf?ts=1592742605
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Read the blurb on 
the back of the 
Cinderella of the 
Nile book.       

Why do you think the 
Cinderella tale has 
been told for more 
than 2000 years?

Why might tales change 
when they are passed on 
by oral storytelling, rather 
than begin written down?

How might tales have a 
similar theme but also be 
different in different 
countries?
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Today’s challenge: Write your own fable!  

Use this step-by-step guide to help you: click here.

For more TOP TIPS for fable writing, click here.

What will the moral of 
your story be? 

What lesson would you 
like to teach your 

readers?
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https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Create-a-Fable-writing-template.jpg?ts=1592744483
https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/How-to-Write-a-Fable-Top-Tips.pdf?ts=1592745592


Well done, Year 3!

Thank you for all your great work this week. 
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