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Dear Reception Families,  
 
 

Happy New Year!  
 

For Nursery and Reception-aged children, the majority of their ‘Home School’ day should be learning through 
play. Play is such an important part of learning. Through play children explore, discover and understand (please 
click here if you’d like to find out more). Time spent playing and chatting with family is invaluable. It is great 
when play is led by the child and, where possible, supported & extended by their adult. This sheet offers 
suggestions for short adult-led learning activities (up to 15 minutes at a time) that you could intersperse 
throughout the day. Here are our class’ learning activities for Week 1:  
 
 
1 

Class Storytime 
 

 

Communication 
& Language 

 

Our topic this term is ‘Winter Wonderland’! 
 

This week’s focus is a Poem: The Rhythm of Life by Michael Rosen.  
At the start of the week, please listen to this week’s poem: Click here. 
Please look in Google Classroom where you will find a powerpoint called ‘The Rhythm of 
Life poem’ with some discussion tasks for you to do. 

Literacy 
 

 
 

 

Writing challenge: 

This week practise your handwriting. This week we are focusing on practising writing these 
letters: m, a, s, d    
Watch the first half of this video to remind you how to write each letter: Handwriting video. 
Practise writing each letter. Practise writing your name. Challenge: write the names of family 
members and friends and you can have a go at writing names of animals. 

 

Reading: 

Have a daily story time with an adult at home. Listen to and talk about stories and books.  
Re-read favourite books and encourage children to join in with familiar phrases and rhymes.  
Also, read aloud with to adult at home for 5-10 minutes every day. Keep a note of what you 
read each day. If you’re looking for more to read, click here: Reading books online 

Understanding 
the World 

 

Go on a walk and use your senses to find out more about Winter. What can you see? What 
can you hear? What can you feel? What can you smell? You could use the ‘Winter Walk’ 
powerpoint on Google Clasroom for ideas. 

Maths 
 

 

This week we are focusing on matching quantities of objects to numbers. Use the ‘Maths 
matching’ sheets on Google Classroom or have a go at collecting quantities of objects in your 
home and matching them to written numbers. Maybe you could make your own number 
labels and take photos to show me. 
Challenge: Add two groups together and find the total. 

Personal, Social 
& Emotional 
Development 
 

 

Show kindness towards someone in your household. What is something that you could do, 
make or say to them to make them feel special?  
You might like to take a photograph of your act of kindness and send it to me on Google 
Clasroom. 

Physical 
Education 
 

 

For some stretching and yoga try Cosmic Kids Frozen Adventure. 
For something more high energy try Joe Wicks’ 5 Minute Move. 

Expressive Arts 
& Design  

 

Have a go at drawing and making snowflakes to decorate your window.  
Here’s a video to help you: Drawing snowflakes  

 

 

Phonics 

 

This week in phonics we are revising our Phase 2 sounds. Please complete the daily phonics 
activities. You will find a PowerPoint in Google Classroom. 

https://www.st-clementdanes.westminster.sch.uk/341/latest-blogs/post/727/the-power-of-play
https://vimeo.com/20369036
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ei_7Kwcigaw
https://www.st-clementdanes.westminster.sch.uk/341/latest-blogs/post/422/reading-books
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xlg052EKMtk&list=PL8snGkhBF7nh7p25XjBHvwrhttb3zBlxk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d3LPrhI0v-w&list=PLyCLoPd4VxBvPHOpzoEk5onAEbq40g2-k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4yVVVVXXaLM


Flashcards 
 

 

This term we are learning and revising how to read and write words from our Reception word 
list.  
Here is a list of all of the pink flashcard words: Pink Flashcards 
This week, please focus on learning and revising: a, as, at, if, in, it 
Practise saying each of this week’s words in a sentence.  Practise reading and writing each 
word. Have a flashcard quiz at the end of the week and let me know how you get on!  
Extra challenge: Think of a sentence for each flashcard word and then write the sentence! I 
would love to see your writing. You will also find the Flashcards in Google Classroom.  Feel 
free to upload a picture of your writing to Google Classroom.  

 

 

 

 
If you’d like to find out more about the Early Years curriculum, click here and click here. 

 
 
Online Safety:  
Please remember to use the Internet safely. Always ask for permission from your adult at home before going 
online. Parents, please always check the websites before letting your child use them; some of the content may 
change. Please read these important reminders: click here.  
 
Thank you! I can’t wait to hear about learning and play! Take care and have a good week.     
 

Best wishes, 
  

Ms Crook 

https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Flashcards-Pink-set.pdf?ts=1609768865
https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Early-Years-Areas-of-Learning-and-Development.pdf?ts=1549020213
https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/EYFS-parents-guide.pdf?ts=1609533266
https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Home-Learning-Keeping-Children-Safe-Online-1.pdf?ts=1609769548

