
YEAR 1 ENGLISH 
Week 5



MONDAY 
Lesson 1: Fiction and non-fiction



First, watch Monday’s 
video.

Year 1 Week 5 English lessons

Then, watch this 
video from BBC 

Bitesize and complete 
the activity and quiz 

on the webpage.
Fiction and Nonfiction 

https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=Ab6CH4xX8fM
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z2yycdm/articles/zty8xfr


Activity: 
Can you find 
some books 
at home and 
decide which 

books are 
fiction and 
which are 

nonfiction?
If you want to 
have a look at 

some new books, 
access some online 

for free!



Oxford Owl 
(Free and has activities for each 
book. Worth the quick sign up!)

Collins Big Cats
(We use many of these books as 

reading books in school – a great 
free resource.)

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://collins.co.uk/pages/big-cat-ebooks


CHALLENGE!
Can you sort the books below into fiction and non-fiction? 

Non-fiction (facts and information) Fiction (use your imagination)



TUESDAY 
Lesson 2: Non-fiction text features 

scavenger hunt



First, watch Tuesday’s 
video.
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Discussion Questions:
What non-fiction books have you read before?

How is a fiction book different to a non-fiction book?
Why might people want to read non-fiction books?

https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=Ab6CH4xX8fM


Activity: 
Collect non-fiction 

books from about your 
house or access books 
online (see next page for details).

Can you complete the
text feature scavenger

hunt and find each text 
feature? 

Can you explain why each 
feature is important?



Oxford Owl 
(Free and has activities for each 
book. Worth the quick sign up!)

Collins Big Cats
(We use many of these books as 

reading books in school – a great 
free resource.)

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://collins.co.uk/pages/big-cat-ebooks


Diagram – a picture that shows us how something works.

Glossary – it tells us the meanings of tricky vocabulary in the book.



Contents – it tells us what each page will be about and gives us the page numbers.

Photograph - a real picture of something the book is teaching us about.

Bold print –
important 
vocabulary in the
text the author
wants us to 
notice. 



Heading – it tells us what this page will be about.

Caption – it
usually describes  
or gives us more 
information about 
the photograph it 
goes with.



WEDNESDAY  
Lesson 3: What do we already 

know?



First, watch Tuesday’s 
video.
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Discussion Questions:
Do you like surprises?

When was a time when you felt surprised?
Brainstorm: What do you already know about sharks?

https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=Ab6CH4xX8fM


Activity: Play some 
grammar games with 

Small Town 
Superheroes!

(choose punctuation and 
sentence games with Ernie)

https://www.bbc.co.uk/games/embed/small-town-superheroes%3FexitGameUrl=https%253A%252F%252Fbbc.co.uk%252Fbitesize%252Farticles%252Fzncgvk7


CHALLENGE!
Write down 4 fact sentences about sharks that you 

think already know (don’t do any research yet!).

1. Challenge yourself to write down your known facts 
without any help from your adults at home. 
2. Then check your sentences using the Superhero Swag 
checklist! 
3. Have an adult check your sentences. You get 1 point 
for every sentence which has the full checklist ticked off!



THURSDAY  
Lesson 4: What do we want to find 

out?



First, watch 
Wednesday’s video.
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Then, watch this 
video from BBC 

Bitesize and complete 
the Activity 1 on the 

webpage.
Writing Questions

https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=Ab6CH4xX8fM
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zpshjsg


Activity: Play some 
grammar games with 

Small Town 
Superheroes!

(choose punctuation then 
capital letter games with 

Ernie)

https://www.bbc.co.uk/games/embed/small-town-superheroes%3FexitGameUrl=https%253A%252F%252Fbbc.co.uk%252Fbitesize%252Farticles%252Fzncgvk7


CHALLENGE!
Write down 4/5 questions that you have about 

sharks that you want to find the answer to (don’t do any 
research to find the answers yet!).

1. Challenge yourself to write down your questions 
without any help from your adults at home. 
2. Then check your sentences using the Superhero Swag 
checklist! 
3. Have an adult check your sentences. You get 1 point 
for every sentence which has the full checklist ticked off!



FRIDAY  
Lesson 5: Using and writing a 

contents page



First, watch Friday’s 
video.
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Discussion Questions:
Do you have any non-fiction books in your house? Do they have 

contents pages? 
Do we have to read non-fiction books in page order? Why not?
Do you think fiction books would have a contents page? Why or 

why not?

https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=Ab6CH4xX8fM


Activity: Play a game 
with Small Town 

Superheroes!
(choose using a contents 

page with Ursula)

https://www.bbc.co.uk/games/embed/small-town-superheroes%3FexitGameUrl=https%253A%252F%252Fbbc.co.uk%252Fbitesize%252Farticles%252Fzncgvk7


CHALLENGE!
Create a contents page for your shark book! 

1. Decide what categories you want to research. 
2. Come up with fun headings for each category (use the examples on 
the next page to help you!)
3. Write the fun headings in a list on a piece of paper. Using your best 
handwriting. Your first heading needs to be introducing your shark book.
4. Add page numbers to each heading.



Contents page examples


