
Year 5 Geography

How is life different in 

cities and villages in China?

Task 1



Click here for a child's life in Shanghai

Shanghai lies at the mouth of the Yangtze river on 
the coast of the East China Sea, and is one of the 
busiest ports in the world.
It is a modern city with a sophisticated highway and 
metro system and an endless stream of shipping 
traffic navigating its way to the East China Sea.
Juewen is a 10-year-old girl has a very busy school 
life and then takes lots of extra classes, travelling 
round the city on the metro to fit in all her activities. 
We see her in different lessons like cello, model 
making (design and technology), Olympic maths, 
English and calligraphy.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/geography-a-child-led-introduction-to-the-chinese-city-of-shanghai/zdrtvk7


A child's life in Xing Ping

Zhao Zhenhui lives on a little island in the Li River.
If they need to go anywhere, they must use a boat to 
cross the river onto the mainland - even school requires 
a boat journey every day.
They show us the beautiful karst peaks and life on the 
banks of the Li River.
Despite the fog, common at this time of year, we can 
see the busy river traffic framed by the spectacular 
peaks.The 20-Yuan note depicts the view.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/geography-a-child-led-tour-of-xingping-in-guangxi-province-of-china/zbbcd6f


Who would you like to be and why? Would you 
rather be Juewen living in a large city that is quite 
similar to our own or Zhao Zhenhui who lives in 
a much more rural area. What are the advantages 
and disadvantages? Who seems happiest? What 
do you think the differences are education wise? 
Write using evidence from both videos to put 
your point across.



Year 5 Geography

How does climate vary in 

China?

Task 2



What do you think it is like to live in China?
Decide which photograph(s) YOU think best represent the climate in 
China and why? 

Key Words: Climate, China, Beijing, Temperature, Rainfall, Weather, Month 



In north west 
China it is cold in 
winter and hot in 
summer. 

In south west China the 
temperature varies from being 
very cold to very hot (this is 
because the land is high in some 
parts and low in others.)

In south east China there is a lot 
of rain and the temperature is 
high all year round. The type of 
rain you find here is called 
monsoon rain. 

In north east China, the 
summer is short but 
there is a lot of 
sunshine. The winter is 
long and cold.

What is the Climate in China like? 

Key Words: Climate, China, Beijing, Temperature, Rainfall, Weather, Month 

China's climate varies from being bitter cold to unbearably hot. 
Different regions in China have a different type of climate. 
Temperatures can be 49˚c in the Summer to -29˚c in the Winter.



A climate graph will tell you the temperature and how much rain 
has fallen in a city or country. 

Simply it is two graphs drawn together – a bar chart and a line 
chart. 

This is shown as a bar 
chart

Rainfall
Temperature

This is shown as a 
line graph 

What is the Climate in China like? 

Key Words: Climate, China, Beijing, Temperature, Rainfall, Weather, Month 



Look very carefully and decide which statements are true and which 
ones are false. 

True or False Statement

1. The hottest month is 
August.

2. The coldest month is 
May. 

3. The wettest month is 
July. 

4. September has about 
50mm of rainfall.

5. July is the hottest 
and the wettest 
month.

What is the Climate in China like? 

Key Words: Climate, China, Beijing, Temperature, Rainfall, Weather, Month 



Describe what the climate in Beijing is like. 

Key Words: Climate, China, Beijing, Temperature, Rainfall, Weather, Month 

Sentence starters: 
1) Beijing’s climate is…
2) In Beijing the rainfall is…
3) In Beijing the temperature is…



Decide where the 9 statementson the next page ‘best’ fit on the climate graph. Cut 
up and stick or write the statements around the graph and then draw an arrow to the 
place that you think it belongs to. 

6. Mr Yung has 
to scratch the ice 
of his windscreen 
before he can 
drive to work.

I think that number 
6 would happen in 
December because 
the temperature is 
below freezing and 
this would mean 
that you would find 
ice on car 
widescreens.

Extension: Write a reason underneath the statement to explain why 
you think it belongs there. 

What is the Climate in China like? 

Key Words: Climate, China, Beijing, Temperature, Rainfall, Weather, Month 



Remember as long as you have a good reason for 
placing statements on particular parts of the 
graph that’s ok. There is no ultimate right 
answer.
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Key Words: Climate, China, Beijing, Temperature, Rainfall, Weather, Month 

How does Beijing’s climate compare to London’s? 

London 

Beijing 

Using the two graphs, 
highlight three similarities 

and differences between 
our climate and China’s. 



Year 5 Geography

What can we learn about 

population of China and 

how it compares with the 

UK?

Task 3



China is home to one fifth of the 
world’s population! The population 
of China is 1.4 billion people (2018), 
with most living in towns and cities. 
China’s capital city is Beijing which 
is home to 21 million people (which 
is over two and a half times the size 
of London). Beijing is not the largest 
city in China though! Shangai has a 
population of 24.5 million people. A main shopping street in 

Shanghai



China is not only home to the 
most people of any country on 
the planet, it is also the second 
largest country in area (behind 
Russia). China has the longest 
land border in the world, 
which measures 22,117km. 
Nepal has the longest border 
with China while Macau has 
the shortest at only 3 km! 



The large amount of people has bought it many 
opportunities which have helped it’s development and 
turned it into a global superpower. Only behind the USA in 
total wealth creation per year. The rapidly growing 
population has caused many problems and issues for China. 
As it is not spread out evenly, with the majority of the 
population living towards the eastern coast. A small 
proportion of the population live in the Himalayas, to the 
south west of China, or in the Gobi desert.

Why do you think this is?



China was so worried about over 
population towards the end of the 20th

Century that the government banned 
having more than one child. This did 
reduce the population  but left older 
people with nobody to look after them. In 
2015 the Chinese government decided it 
would now limit families to have two 
children.  Can you imagine having a 
policy like that in the United Kingdom? 
Would the government in the UK tell 
people what to do?







Compare the population of English cities with 
that of Chinese cities.  For instance compare the 
population of Birmingham with Beijing?
More people live in urban areas in England than 
in China. In fact 56% in China while more than 
83% in England. What is the difference in 
percentage?
Now devise some of your own questions to 
investigate through these numbers. Good luck! 



Year 5 Geography

What is life like along the 

Yangtze River in China?

Task 4



Li Memgke lives near Sandouping in the shadow of the 
Three Gorges Dam, very close to the Yangtze River. Click 
here to find out what life is like there.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/geography-a-child-led-tour-around-sandouping-in-china/zh3sgwx


Here are 10 
pictures of the 
Yangtze River 
match them to 
the 10 titles and 
captions to learn 
about the 
geography on the 
regions it travels 
through.





















I hope you enjoyed learning 
about Chinese history and 
geography as much as I loved 
teaching it.


