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Dear Parents/Guardian,                                                                                                             January 2020 
 

The Big Read is back! Three years ago St Clement Danes’ children took part in their very own reading 
competition called The Big Read. It was hugely successful and we have brought it back to excite the 
children about reading once again! 
 
Reading is crucial in every aspect of learning and it opens up a whole world of imagination, creativity 
and understanding of ourselves and others.  
 
Teachers have been researching and reading the best quality books and have each created a book list for 
their class. Teachers have chosen a variety of quality texts that reflect the realities and diversity of our 
children. We have tried to ensure new and exciting books are on the list to help each child explore less 
familiar texts that they might not choose themselves, but could open up different worlds and interests.  
 
The children need to read these books at home. If your child reads one of the books they need to inform 
their teacher. Then they will be asked some questions, or be asked to complete a comprehension or write 
a book review in class time, to check that they have read and understood the book.  
A copy of the BIG READ will be stuck into your child’s yellow Reading Record. You can let the teacher 
know if your child has read one of the books by writing a comment in the reading record or your child 
can tell their teacher. If a book has already been read, they may need to read it again or if it is a longer 
book they need to be confident enough to complete a task in class. Re-reading a story is never a bad 
thing! 
 
Once three of the books have been stamped (by a teacher) your child will win a St Clement Danes’ BIG 
READ bronze reading badge. When half the books have been read your child will win a silver reading 
badge. If all books have been read, they could win a gold reading badge. The children have until the 17th 
July 2020 to try to collect all the badges. We encourage you to go to your local library, book shop, charity 
shop or even borrow a book from a friend. If you have a copy of the book and you would like to share it 
with your class mates, please do bring it in for the other children to borrow. 
 
You do not need to rush through the books and this is not a competition between children to see who 
can read them the fastest. It should be seen as a personal challenge and fun! We encourage you to spend 
time talking to your child about the books they are reading. These are quality texts and we have taken 
advice from the Centre for Literacy in Primary Education who research extensively into book 
collections for schools ensuring a range of issues, authors and diversities are reflected in the book 
choices we give our children.  
 
Also parents, carers and teachers can get involved too. I have chosen some texts from each year group 
for parents, carers and teachers to complete their own BIG READ. It will be a good chance for you to 
get into the books which your child might be reading or may want to read in the future. And not 
forgetting, a chance for you win the BIG READ badges! Hopefully the whole school will be buzzing 
about books! HAPPY READING! 
 
Your Sincerely  
Miss Pike 
English Subject Leader 
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