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                          St Clement Danes CE Primary School   

  

 ‘Providing an anchor in life, so that all may have life and have it to the full’  

(cf. John 10:10b)  

  

Over 300 years ago, the Christian founders of St Clement Danes School were moved and inspired to 

offer free education to the children of Covent Garden, based on the life and teaching of Jesus Christ. 

That vision, inclusive of all, continues to guide us.   

The Christian vision of life reaches into every facet of life, and we seek to live out this vision each 

day: in class, in our collective worship and in all our relationships. Our school vision forms the 

framework around which we build our school. It enables our children to flourish in body, heart, 

mind and soul.  

Our School Christian Values are:   

 Wisdom - The wise builder   

 Endurance – The persistent widow   

 Friendship – The paralysed man   

 Forgiveness – The lost sheep   

 Thankfulness – The parable of the thankful leper   

 Service – The Good Samaritan   

We strive to:  

 Stimulate and challenge every child, in every lesson, every day - through excellent teaching 

and a vibrant, creative curriculum, reflecting the fact that every child is made in the image 

of God.   

 Ensure everyone achieves their full potential and uncovers their talents in a safe 

environment, because every child is important to God.   

 Give children a proper voice in their education and listen to that voice, helping them to 

understand their rights and responsibilities as confident citizens of the future, because every 

child’s voice matters to God.   

 Foster the spiritual, moral and physical development of our children within a caring 

Christian community, for caring reflects God’s love for us.   

 Work in partnership with parents and carers, celebrating our community's rich cultural 

diversity, because community is central to the Christian vision.   

Our vision enables every member of our diverse community to grow and thrive.  Through our vision 

we develop happy, resourceful children who achieve their very best and recognise their unique 

value in the world.   

 

 

 



 
 

Introduction 

 

At St Clement Danes CE Primary School we define spirituality as ‘Attending to our interior life 

such that we know our connectedness to God, to other people, and to God’s purposes for us in 

creation’.  We seek to deepen our own faith and our self-understanding in order to guide us in our 

lives, fostering an innate sense of awe and wonder at what lies beyond ourselves. 

In our school we seek to find ways in which all areas of the curriculum and wider school life can 

contribute to everyone’s spiritual development and expand our collective spiritual life. 

 

Our aim is to develop a learning environment to enable the spiritual development of all staff and 

pupils through the following objectives: 

 

 Develop an appreciation of a person’s uniqueness and value as a child made in the image of 

God 

 Develop an understanding of the distinctive ethos of our church school as well as the 

context, language and symbolism of the Christian faith 

 Develop knowledge and understanding of the school’s core Christian values and the Biblical 

teaching that underpins our vision  

 Develop an awareness of, and openness to, other people’s beliefs and faiths  

 Develop the skills and language required to enable reflection on the big questions and 

mysteries of life 

 Name and explore feelings and emotions around the encounters and events that occur in life 

 Develop an awareness that experiences of disappointment, failure and bereavement may be 

occasions for spiritual growth 

 Develop the ability to reflect upon experiences of awe, compassion, beauty, nature and the 

unexpected  

 Develop a capacity to see the sacred in the world 

 

Teaching and Learning 

 

Through teaching and learning, the school pursues the aims and objectives by ensuring:  

 

 the curriculum and all areas of our community life will be inspired by the school’s Christian 

vision  

 Collective worship is central to our community and celebrates the love of God for every 

individual and provides opportunities for children to respond and reflect on this  

 

 Opportunities for spiritual development are actively planned into the curriculum and encouraged 

in all areas of school life through big questions, pupil voice, themed days and weeks, trips, 

residentials, Collective Worship, PSHE and RE. 

 

o Unplanned and spontaneous spiritual opportunities for spiritual celebration or lament are 

recognised, and acknowledged by staff and children. 

o An informed engagement with the central tenants of the Christian faith, the concept of God 

as Father, Son and Holy Spirit; the diversity of worship and prayer in the Church and an 

imaginative engagement with the Bible.   

o The school building and outdoor environment provides appropriate spaces for silence, 

stillness and prayer through prayer corners and quiet spaces on the playground. 



 
 

o Children’s imagination, empathy and insight are fostered through the creative arts and 

making use of the outdoor environment and relevant educational visits. 

o The  LDBS RE curriculum and high quality teaching delivers knowledge and understanding 

of spirituality from a number of world faiths and world view perspectives; this is also 

supported through Collective Worship, visits to places of worship and Faith Days. 

o Children are given as many opportunities as possible to explore the wonder of the world and 

to develop an understanding of the Christian belief that creation is a gift from God to be 

enjoyed, cherished and protected.  

 

Approaches 
 

Our delivery of the policy includes but is not limited to: 

 

1. Asking big questions with curiosity and reverence 

2. Finding opportunities to foster empathy and emotional awareness 

3. Seeking to build altruism and social responsibility 

4. Encouraging the school community to make connections between spirituality and the 

challenges of the contemporary world 

 

Monitoring and Evaluation 

 

Spiritual development continues throughout our lives. Opportunities offered to children for spiritual 

development will be monitored and evaluated in the following ways: 

 

 Observing and listening to children; pupil voice, Collective Worship feedback, well-being 

questionnaire and the work of the Family Practitioner. 

 Critical discussion at staff and governor meetings  

 Professional development meetings and Inset, supported by our clergy  

 Evidence from pupils’ work, e.g. reflective notes from big questions, RE books, creative 

writing, art, themed weeks 

 Inclusion in the school improvement plan (SIP) 

 Sharing examples of good practice with other schools and learning from them. 
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