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            Monday 1st March 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

 
RECEPTION CLASS NEWSLETTER 

 
 
Welcome to Term 4! This newsletter contains some information that I hope you will find useful over 
the coming weeks. Once again we began the term with some challenges as lockdown continues until the 
end of this week, but I want to reassure you that we are here to help wherever we are able. Despite the 
challenges of lockdown, what you have shared with regard to your children's learning, through phone 
conversations, email and on Google Classroom has been something you should each be proud of. My 
thanks to all families for all of the effort you put into Home Learning during Term 3. Every bit counts! 
For the rest of this week, Remote Learning will continue with the same online format as last term, with 
a daily morning Google Meet at 9.30am. It is natural that in the Early Years, children will need some 
support to carry out their learning, but time for independent free play is of huge value too. It is really 
important to use the opportunity for exercise as part of your daily routine to help children with their 
energy levels and ability to focus on learning tasks. Last Tuesday, you will have received this  
letter from Miss Coxhead with information about the reopening of school on Monday 8th March. The 
letter includes a link to this Welcome Back booklet to help your child prepare for returning to school. 
We can’t wait to welcome you back next Monday! 
 
Thank you for all your kind good wishes about my pregnancy. I am following doctor’s advice closely 
and Ms Coxhead will be writing to you later this week about the staffing arrangements for this term.  
Please be reassured that we are working to make your child’s transition back to school as seamless as 
possible.  
 
Please do keep in regular contact this week, and send news, work or photos where you can to our class 
email address: Reception@stcd.co.uk       
 
 
Curriculum 
 
Our topic for this half term is Under the Sea! 
 
In Reception, we encourage the children to develop Characteristics of Effective Learning through Playing and 
Exploring, Active Learning and Creative and Critical Thinking. Throughout the term I will suggest activities 
to support and challenge your child’s learning across these 7 areas of development:  
 

 Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development 

 Communication and Language 
 Physical Development 

 Literacy 
 Mathematics 
 Understanding the World 
 Expressive Arts and Design 

Each week is planned with the term’s ‘Under the Sea’ topic in mind, across all 7 areas of the Early Years 
curriculum. The topic will be used to help focus the children’s learning and give fun and exciting 
opportunities to learn!  
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You can find more information about learning in the Early Years by clicking on these links:  
 

 Information about the Early Years Curriculum:  
Early Years curriculum and Characteristics of Effective Learning 

 

 

 Information about children’s learning and development in the Early Years:  
What to Expect When 

 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Reading  
 
This week, March 1st - 7th, is St Clement Danes’ Book Week. You can find more information  
in Google Classroom. Here’s what we'll be doing to celebrate!  
 

📺- Daily Story Time for our Class Google Meet at 9.30am each day during Book Week 

🐱👤 🦸🏾 Dress Up Day - Thursday 4th March on Google Meet. You can dress up like your favourite book 
character and bring your favourite book along to our Google Meet! 

📚- Readathon - This year we are doing a week's readathon. The 2 children in each class who read or listen 
to stories for longest amount of time from 1st-7th get a prize! 

✍  Reading Fun - Take a look at some of the activity suggestions and online game in Google Classroom 

Please continue with reading your favourite bedtime (or daytime!) stories daily and sending me videos of 
your reading! You can find library resources here: Online Library Resources  and other online story 
resources are available here: Storyline videos and here: CBeebies story videos. As well as reading aloud to 
your child, please encourage them to practise reading themselves too, using the phonics letters and sounds 
that they’ve learnt. If you’re looking for more to read, click here: Reading books online. For further 
information about reading and phonics at home, click here: Teach Your Dragon To Read 
 
 

 

Term 4 Overview: UNDER THE SEA! 
 

(Please note – This overview is to give you idea of what’s coming up but it may occasionally change!) 

Week 1 Family Frolics and Water Safety  

Book focus: ‘Splash, Anna Hibiscus!’ by Atinuke and Lauren Tobia 

Week 2 The World’s Oceans and their Conservation 

Book focus: ‘Clean Up’ by Nathan Bryon and Dapo Adeola 

Week 3 Beyond the Bucket 

Book focus: ‘Billy’s Bucket’ by Kes Gray and Garry Parsons  

Week 4 Ships,  Lunch and Lighthouses 

Book focus: ‘The Lighthouse Keepers Lunch’ by Ronda and David 
Armitage  

Week 5 Sharing and Caring 

Book focus: ‘The Rainbow Fish’ by Marcus Pfister  

Week 6 Easter and New Beginnings 

Focus: Easter 
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Online Safety 
 

Please take a look at this information about using the Internet safely here: Online Safety 
and here: Think U Know   

 
Suggested Daily Timetable  
 

As we prepare to return to the classroom, it will be really helpful for your child if you try to ease back in 
to routines that you had in Autumn Term. This is especially helpful at the beginning the day. By getting 
up at the time you would need to in order to get to school on time, getting dressed, having breakfast and 
brushing your teeth, the return will be easier for both you and your child. Make sure you talk to your child 
about their feelings about returning to school.  
 
If you haven’t already, you might like to follow this daily timetable to help with this transition: 
 

Suggested Daily Timetable    (Please adapt to suit your home and family) 

9:00 am P.E. – click here for ideas 

9:30 Google Meet – join Ms Crook’s live morning video meeting in Google Classroom 

9:45 Phonics (see powerpoint in Google Classroom) 

10:15 Free play (playing, exploring, active learning, creating and critical thinking!) 

11.00 Activity with an adult 
eg. Maths challenge (see Weekly Learning Sheet in Google Classroom) 

11.20 Free play 

12.00 Lunch break  

1.00 pm Activity with an adult 
eg. Creative challenge (see Weekly Learning Sheet in Google Classroom) 

1.15 Free Play 

2.45 Reading 

3.00 Talk about and celebrate what we’ve done and learnt today!  

Send some photos or news to Ms Crook! ☺ 

 
 Flashcards and Reading Books 
 

Once we return, as a school we will need to be resettling the children back into the classroom, with their 
peers and routines. It has been a while so some of the routines will need to be revisited with  the children. 
We will also be seeing where they are at in terms of their learning and what steps will be helpful to support 
them going forward.  
 

As you have now received all of the Yellow Flashcards, we will not be sending weekly flashcards once the 
children return to school. Please work on these all of these at home and we will gradually test the children 
on the pink flashcard words and yellow flashcard words. If and when they are ready, we will send them 
the next set.  
You may remember that we collected in your child's yellow Reading Record Book and their Reading Books at 
the end of December. These are still at school. Once we return to school, we will resume the Friday routine 
of collecting books in, changing them and sending them home to you each Friday. Library books will also 
be changed and sent home on Fridays. The first books will be sent out after the first week. Please 
remember to return to school all Yellow Reading Records, Reading Books and Library Books each Friday.  
 
Thank you so much for all your brilliant support at home. Wishing you a lovely week and we so look 
forward to having the children all back in school ready to learn on 8th March!  
 
 

Best wishes,  
Ms J Crook,  
Reception Class Teacher  
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