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  Monday 9th January 2023 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
 

RECEPTION CLASS NEWSLETTER 
 
Happy New Year! We hope you all had a lovely break and we are so glad to be back with the children, ready for 
the new term. Thank you again for all your efforts with helping the children to prepare for the Nativity Play. The 
children did such an amazing job!  
The children have made a super start to the new term and have enjoyed sharing their lovely Christmas holiday 
news. This newsletter contains information that I hope you will find useful over the coming weeks.  
 
 

Curriculum 
Our topic for this half term is Winter Wonderland.  Through this topic, the children will continue to 
engage in a broad range of activities which will support and challenge their learning across 7 areas of 
development, both inside and outside the classroom: 
 

 
 
 

 
If you wish to read more about the curriculum, please click on these links:  

   Learning in Reception and Goals for the end of Reception 
 
We continue with our programme of daily phonics at school. For a reminder of the information 
shared at our Phonics meeting for parents, please click here: Phonics 
 
These are our focus texts for the term: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

                   

Term 3 Overview: WINTER WONDERLAND!     

Week 1 The Season of Winter 
‘Winter Dance’ by Marion Dane Bauer   

Week 2 Poetry 
‘A Great Big Cuddle’ anthology by Michael Rosen 

Week 3 Chinese New Year! 

Week 4 Polar Bears  
‘Iris and Isaac’ by Catherine Rayner 

 

Week 5 Penguins  
‘Lost and Found’ by Oliver Jeffers 

 
Week 6 Ice Science! 

‘Blue Penguin’ by Petr Horacek 

& ‘You're Snug With Me’ by Chitra Soundar 

mailto:office@stcd.co.uk
http://www.st-clementdanes.westminster.sch.uk/
https://www.st-clementdanes.westminster.sch.uk/341/latest-blogs/post/2070/early-years-nativity-play
https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Reception-Areas-of-Learning.pdf?ts=1673260124
https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Early-Learning-Goals.pdf?ts=1673260379
https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/How-To-Train-Your-Dragon-To-Read-St-Clement-Danes-CE-Primary-School-1.pdf?ts=1673261607


 
 
Homework  
Phonics homework sheets will continue to be sent out on Fridays.  Thank you for all the great work 
your child is doing with these. It is not necessary for these sheets to be returned to school – please 
feel free to keep them at home and display them on your fridge, encouraging your child to remember 
the sounds!  
 
 
Reading at Home 
Please make sure that children bring their reading book back to school every Wednesday, so we are 
able to change your child’s book. Library books are swapped on Thursdays. 
A huge thank you for all the time you continue to devote to reading with your child at home; it has 
such a fantastic impact on their progress!  Please remember to record a brief comment in the yellow 
Reading Record book every day. We check and read these when we change Reading books on 
Wednesdays. Your comments are extremely helpful. Thank you! 
 
 
PE lessons 
This term PE lessons will take place on Wednesdays. You’ll have seen from Miss Coxhead’s letter 
that children should now come into school in their PE kits on Wednesdays each week please.  
 
 
Religious Education 
The Big Question that we’ll be focusing on in our R.E. lessons this term is:  
‘Why do Christians believe Jesus is special?’  

                We will be learning that Christians believe that:  
- Jesus loves everyone. 
- Jesus is God’s son and he was born as a human. 
- Jesus did miracles including healing people. 
- Jesus teaches people to love others.  
  
Uniform Reminder  
Please ensure that your child is wearing the correct Winter uniform, including a black or navy-blue 
coat.  Coats need to be warm and fairly waterproof as plenty of learning also takes place outside, come 
rain or shine!  In this cold weather, the children will need navy blue tracksuit bottoms for their 
outdoor P.E. day (Wednesday). The pale blue hooded P.E. sweatshirts can be purchased online at 
Stitch Design: Stitch Design   Please ensure that all items of clothing are clearly named. Thank you! 

 
Contribution Money 
Thank you so much for your continued donations!  Your voluntary contributions of £1 - £5 per term are 
so appreciated. They enable us to buy extra resources, such as ingredients for cooking and craft materials, 
to further enrich the curriculum for the children.  Many thanks! 

 
Punctuality and Attendance 
Thank you for all your efforts to arrive at school on time every day! Please make sure that you help your 
child to join the line at the door by 8.50am, as soon as you arrive and leave promptly to ensure we can 
have the children registered by 9am. This is to help ensure a safe and happy start to the day for each 
child.  
 
 

As always, if you have any questions, do feel free to ask and I’ll be happy to help. 
  
With best wishes and many thanks, 
 
 
 

Miss James 
Class Teacher 
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