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                                                                                                                        Tuesday 9th November 2021 
Dear Reception Parents and Carers, 
 

RECEPTION  NEWSLETTER 
 

Welcome back! The children have settled in well, returning to now familiar routines. Thank you 
for your punctuality. It is always great to see you smiling and ready at the gate each morning for 
drop off between 8:50 and 9am.  The children are continuing to develop friendships and learn how 
to negotiate in play situations as they share, take turns and involve themselves in all of the 
learning opportunities at school. This newsletter contains some information that I hope you will 
find helpful for Term 2.  

 
Curriculum 

 Our topic for this half term is Let’s Celebrate!  In Reception, we encourage the children to 
develop Characteristics of Effective Learning through Playing and Exploring, Active 
Learning and Creating and Thinking Critically. Throughout the term the children will 
continue to engage in a broad range of activities to support and challenge their learning 
across 7 areas of development, both inside and outside the classroom: 
 
 
 
  
 

This topic is an exciting one which explores different celebrations across the world, what we celebrate 
ourselves and how we celebrate them differently. The children love sharing during Term 2 about 
their families and their traditions and what is a special time for them (whether it’s celebrated in the 
next month or two or not!). 
 
It is also a great time to dive more deeply into our R.E. unit for the term. This term our big R.E. 
question is ‘Why is Christmas so special for Christians?’ 
 
We will explore this through practising and performing our Nativity play and with weekly themes 
and questions to explore. We focus on retelling the Nativity story, linking the story to aspects of the 
children’s own lives – preparing for something special, talking about feelings, exploring things which 
can be puzzling, thinking about people who are important to us - and introducing the following 
vocabulary:  
 

Christian, Jesus, Mary, Joseph, Angel Gabriel, innkeeper, shepherds, manger, special baby, 
Bible, Advent, wreath, candle, altar cloth, Christmas, good news, joy, peace, human 
 
You’ll hear more about our Nativity play in the coming weeks. This year it will be shared with you 
via video. The children will also be performing some musical highlights from the show live in church 
at our school Christmas service at the end of term! 
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Our weekly themes this term: 
 
 

Term 1 Overview: LET’S CELEBRATE! 
 

(Please note – This overview is to give you an idea of what’s coming up but is subject to change!) 

Week 1 Celebrating with FIREWORKS! 
A focus on Bonfire Night & Diwali celebrations  
 

Week 2 Celebrating birthdays with family 
Book focus: ‘So Much’ by Trish Cooke 

Week 3 A very special birthday… 

Book focus: ‘How Many Sleeps Until My Birthday?’ 
 by Mark Sperring 

Week 4 What’s coming in the post? 
Book focus: ‘The Jolly Christmas Postman’ 
by Janet and Allen Ahlberg  

Week 5 Starting the countdown… 

Introduction to Advent and The Christmas Story  

Week 6 Nativity! 
The children have worked hard this term practising  
for a very special performance 

Week 7    Christmas  
We wrap up our fabulous ‘Let’s Celebrate’  
term with our Christmas celebration! 

 
Communication 
Please make sure that the school office always has a record of your most up-to-date and 
regularly checked details. Please notify them of any changes or if a different adult is going 
to be collecting your child from school. There are green forms which can be filled out to 
allow your child to be collected by an adult you wish to nominate. If you have a query 
please email the school office at office@stcd.co.uk and your messages will be forwarded 
on.  
 
Contribution Money 

We ask families for a voluntary contribution of between £1 and £5 at the beginning of 
each term, towards the cost of buying consumable resources such as fruit for snacks and 
extra craft materials, etc. If you are happy to contribute, please donate via School Gateway 
or pass any money directly to Miss Lucas. Thank you so much for these donations; they 
are hugely appreciated!  
 
Uniform 
Thank you, the children in Reception are looking ever so smart in their St Clement Danes 
uniforms! Please ensure that all items brought to school (including P.E. kits, bags, coats, 
hats, gloves, scarves etc) have your child’s name clearly marked on them. If your child brings 
home an item that is not theirs, please do let us know so we can return it to the rightful 
owner. Thank you! 
 
Book Bags 
Book Bags must be brought to school every day please.  School letters are usually emailed 
to you but some may be sent home via book bags. If you need to hand in any letters, reply slips 
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or money, please give them directly to a member of staff in the playground and do not return them 
via the book bag. Many thanks! 
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 PE   
 
 
 
 

Return  Yellow Book,  
Reading Books * 

 
 
 

and Library Book* to 
school. 

 
 
 
 

*Please note, books will only be changed on set days.  
Phonics 
The children are doing brilliantly with their phonics. We learn a new sound every day 
four days a week, and recap on the Friday. Please click this link to find the phonics sound 
mat for all the sounds we have now learnt! We will be sending out an activity book in the 
coming weeks which will accompany each day’s learning in order that you might support 
your child with what they are learning in school. 
 
Flashcards 
Hopefully your child has enjoyed working on their flashcards with you. We will check in 
with each child every week and send home new flashcards to learn as soon as they are 
confident in both reading and writing the words independently. This is a great 
opportunity to practise letter formation with your child: click here to find a practice sheet. 
Please do help your child to start their letters in the right place as this will set them up for 
successful handwriting throughout their school career, particularly when they come to 
joining their letters. See here for further information on handwriting development in 
primary school.  
 
Reading Books –Fridays 
We hope you are enjoying reading with your child. Writing a brief comment in your 
child’s yellow book each time you read together (5 days each week) is really helpful. The 
more your write, the more we can support you and your child with reading at home. Please 
bring your child’s Yellow Reading Books to school on Friday morning and we will return 
them to you on the same day. Thank you! 
 
P.E. – Tuesdays  
Reception have their Physical Education lessons on Tuesday. This term we are lucky to 
have Miss Paget, who is PE lead for the whole school, teaching our lessons. Getting 
changed for PE is an important part of the children learning to manage their own needs – 
please do talk to your child about learning to do their own buttons, turn trousers the right 
way round etc. 
 
Dinosaur Treasure Hunt 
Thank you for all your generous sponsorship! If you haven’t yet had the chance to hand 
in money your child has raised, or made a donation on the school system, please do so this 
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week. We shall soon announce how much has been raised – this will be used to buy 
resources for the children to further enrich their day-to-day learning.  
 

Please note, that throughout the school year, the days for PE lessons or Homework may change so please do 
check the Class Newsletter at the beginning of each term.  
 
 
Many thanks for your support!  
 
Best wishes,  
 
Miss Anya Lucas 
Reception Class Teacher 


