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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

 
RECEPTION CLASS NEWSLETTER 

 
 
We hope you all had a lovely Christmas break and are ready for 2021. This newsletter contains some 
information that I hope you will find useful over the coming weeks.  
 
It has been a very busy and ever changing start to the year and I want to reassure you that we are here 
to help wherever we are able. Thanks to parents for all you’re doing with home learning. It’s been good 
to talk to parents on the phone and so lovely to see many of you in our Google Meets! Keep an eye on 
the Stream in Google Classroom for notices from me. I will be posting work in Google Classroom on 
Friday afternoons for the following week. This work can be viewed on a range of devices and you will 
be able to click on the links and view videos for phonics whether you are on a laptop or any other form 
of technology. The activities posted in Google Classroom have been chosen to give a range of 
opportunities for learning across the curriculum and can be done using things you will have at home. It 
is natural that in the early years, children will need some support to carry out their learning but time 
for independent free play is of huge value too.  
 
Please do keep in regular contact and send news, work or photos where you can to our new class email 
address. 
 
We’re here to support you - let me know if you need support or have questions. Please don’t hesitate to 
contact me via the class email and I will get back to you as soon as I can.  
 
 
Curriculum 
 
Our topic for this half term is Winter Wonderland!  
 
In Reception, we encourage the children to develop Characteristics of Effective Learning through Playing 
and Exploring, Active Learning and Creative and Critical Thinking. Throughout the term I will suggest 
activities to support and challenge your child’s learning across these 7 areas of development:  
 

 Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development 

 Communication and Language 
 Physical Development 

 Literacy 
 Mathematics 
 Understanding the World 
 Expressive Arts and Design 

 
You can find more information about the Early Years by clicking on these links:  
 

 Information about the Early Years Curriculum:  
Early Years curriculum and Characteristics of Effective Learning 

 

 Information about children’s learning and development in the Early Years:  
What to Expect When 

 

 
 

mailto:office@stcd.co.uk
http://www.st-clementdanes.westminster.sch.uk/
https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Early-Years-Areas-of-Learning-and-Development.pdf?ts=1549020213
https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/EYFS-Characteristics-of-Effective-Learning.pdf?ts=1610016124
https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/EYFS-parents-guide.pdf?ts=1609533266


Each week is planned with the term’s ‘Winter Wonderland’ topic in mind, across all 7 areas of the 
Early Years curriculum. The topic will be used to help focus the children’s learning and give fun 
and exciting opportunities to learn!  
 

   
 

Term 3 Overview: WINTER WONDERLAND! 
 

(Please note – This overview is to give you idea of what’s coming up but it may occasionally change!) 

Week 1 Introduction 

Poetry focus: ‘The Rhythm of Life’ by Michael Rosen  

Week 2 Winter’s beginning 

Book focus: ‘Winter Dance’ by Marion Bauer 

Week 3 Penguins  
Book focus: ‘Blue Penguin’ by Petr Horáček 

Week 4 Antarctica 

Book focus: ‘Blue Penguin’ by Petr Horáček 

Week 5 Polar Bears and the Artic 

Book focus: ‘Iris and Isaac’ by Catherine Rayner 

Week 6 Winter’s End and the New Year 

Focus: Chinese New Year 

  
 
Phonics  
 
Phonics lessons are normally taught every day in school so we would recommend,  
if you are only able to attempt one activity at home, that you focus on the Phonics.  
 
At the start of this term, Reception children will be revising Phase 2 and some children will be moving 
on to Phase 3. For an overview of what the children are learning, please click these links: 
 
Phase 2 sounds  

Phase 3 sounds  

Phase 2 tricky words 

Phase 3 tricky words 

 
The sounds and tricky words for Phases Two and Three are also saved for you in Google Classroom, 
along with videos and activities for daily learning. 
 

Through these two phases of phonics, children learn to develop skills of blending and segmenting 
(preceded by speaking and listening skills) and they also develop their writing skills (preceded by fine 
motor and pencil control and segmenting skills).  
 

Important note:  
Before moving on to a new phase of phonics, it is essential that children not only recognise individual 
sounds, but also that they are able to use them for reading and writing. Children need to be able to: 
 

 write the letters that make these sounds (accurately and independently) 

 say the sounds  

 blend the spoken sounds together to read words (for example to blend the sounds in the word 
sit, the child would need to sound out s-i-t and put them together to make sit).  

 segment words – ie, break them up into the smaller sounds contained in the word (for example, 
to segment the word cat you would identify the sounds c-a-t). 

 to use their blending and segmenting skills to read and write words and sentences accurately 
and independently 

https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Phonics-Phase-2-sound-mat.pdf?ts=1610102363
https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Phonics-Phase-3-sound-mat.pdf?ts=1610102363
https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Phonics-Phase-2-tricky-words.pdf?ts=1610102363
https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Phonics-Phase-3-tricky-words.pdf?ts=1610102363


For more information, take a look here: Phonics information for parents 

 

If you have any questions about phonics, I am of course happy to help! 
 
Reading  
 

Please continue with daily bedtime (or daytime!) stories. Did you know that children  
who hear just one book a day will hear about 290,000 more words by age 5 than those who  
don’t regularly read books with a parent or caregiver?! It’s so beneficial for children to have  
daily opportunities to listen to and talk about stories and books. Re-read favourite books and  
encourage children to join in with familiar phrases and rhymes.  
 

Please note that while our local libraries are closed, can find more details about library resources here: 

Online Library Resources  and other online story resources are available here: Storyline videos and here: 

CBeebies story videos 
 

As well as reading aloud to your child, please encourage them to practice reading themselves too, using 
the phonics letters and sounds that they’ve learnt. If you’re looking for more to read, click here: Reading 
books online 
 

For further information about reading and phonics at home, click here: Teach Your Dragon To Read 
  
Online Safety 
 

Please take a look at this information about using the Internet safely: Online Safety  
 

Suggested Daily Timetable  
 

For Reception-aged children, the majority of their ‘Home School’ day should be learning through play. 
Play is such an important part of learning. Through play children explore, discover and understand 
(please click here if you’d like to find out more). Time spent playing and chatting with family is 
invaluable. It is great when play is led by the child and, where possible, supported & extended by their 
adult.  
 
Each family is of course different - with its own context, space, resources, commitments and 
challenges. There is no ‘right way’ to approach learning at home. You should do whatever feels 
manageable for your family. You may find that it’s helpful to have a set routine for learning each 
day. If you would like to follow a daily timetable, the example below offers a suggestion.  
 

In Google Classroom, you will find suggestions for short adult-led learning activities (up to 15 minutes 
at a time) that you could intersperse throughout the day. Here’s a suggestion for a daily timetable: 
 

Suggested Daily Timetable    (Please adapt to suit your home and family) 
9:00 am P.E. – click here for ideas 
9:30 Google Meet – join Ms Crook’s live morning video meeting in Google Classroom 
9:45 Phonics (see powerpoint in Google Classroom) 
10:15 Free play  (playing, exploring, active learning, creating and critical thinking!) 
11.00 Activity with an adult, eg. Maths challenge (see Weekly Learning Sheet in Google Classroom) 
11.20 Free play 
12.00 Lunch break  
1.00 pm Activity with an adult, eg. Creative challenge (see Weekly Learning Sheet in Google Classroom) 
1.15 Free Play 
2.45 Reading 
3.00 Talk about and celebrate what we’ve done and learnt today! Send some photos or news to Ms 

Crook!  
  
Thank you so much for all your support at home. Wishing you all a healthy and happy new year 
full of positive opportunities for wonder and new learning.  
 

Best wishes,  
 

Ms J Crook  
Reception Class Teacher  

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/learn-to-read-phonics/
https://www.st-clementdanes.westminster.sch.uk/341/latest-blogs/post/309/library-love
https://www.storylineonline.net/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/stories
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/How-To-Train-Your-Dragon-To-Read-St-Clement-Danes-CE-Primary-School-1.pdf?ts=1610105198
https://www.st-clementdanes.westminster.sch.uk/1491/online-safety
https://www.st-clementdanes.westminster.sch.uk/341/latest-blogs/post/727/the-power-of-play
https://www.st-clementdanes.westminster.sch.uk/341/latest-blogs/post/1179/lets-get-moving

