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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

RECEPTION CLASS NEWSLETTER 
 
Welcome to Term 5! We hope you all had a lovely Easter break. Last term was full of fun and learning 
and this term is no different. If you haven’t already seen it, do have a look at our blog from when the 
firefighters came to visit: Reception Met the Fire Brigade!  
 

This newsletter contains some information that I hope you will find useful over the coming weeks. 
 

Curriculum 
 

Our theme for this term is ‘Ready Steady Grow!’  We have so many exciting things ahead of us -  
growing not only plants, but also caterpillars and even chicks! We encourage the children to 
develop Characteristics of Effective Learning through Playing and Exploring, Active Learning and 
Creating and Thinking Critically. Throughout the term, the children will engage in a broad range of 
activities to support and challenge their learning across 7 areas of development, both inside and 
outside the classroom: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

You can find more information about learning and development in Reception by clicking on 
these links:  

 Learning and Development in Reception  

 Early Learning Goals for Reception 

 Characteristics of Effective Learning in the Early Years 
 

 
Term 5 Overview: READY, STEADY, GROW! 
(Please note – This overview is to give you an idea of what’s coming up but it may occasionally change!) 

Week 1 Ready, Steady, Grow! 
Book focus: ‘Jasper’s Beanstalk’  
by Nick Butterworth 

Week 2 Creeping Caterpillars  
Book focus: ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’  
by Eric Carle 

Week 3 Egg-cellent Surprise  
Book focus: ‘Six Little Chicks’  
by Jez Alborough 
Song focus: ‘5 Little Ducks’ 

Week 4 Growing our Garden 
Book focus: ‘Oliver’s Vegetables ’  
by Vivian French 

Week 5 City Gardens 
Book focus: ‘Errol’s Garden’  
by Gillian Hibbs  

Week 6 The Queen’s Jubilee 
Book focus: ‘The Birthday Crown’  
by Davide Cali 

 

 Communication and Language 
 Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development 
 Physical Development 

 Literacy 
 Mathematics 
 Understanding the World 
 Expressive Arts and Design 
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R.E. 
 
The Big Question that we’ll be exploring in our R.E. lessons this term is: Who cares for this special world and 

why?  
 
 
Phonics 
 
Thank you for all you are doing to support your child with their reading and phonics at home. I do hope 
that the phonics pack sent out over Easter was helpful and that you have had an opportunity to see all that 
your child has been learning in Phonics. This half term we will be revising all sounds learnt so far, before 
embarking upon new sounds next half term. Children should be confident recognizing and using all 
sounds in Phase 2 and Phase 3 – please do let me know if you would like another copy of the phonics mats 
for these sounds to support revision at home. We are also focusing on learning the ‘tricky words’. These 
are words that cannot be sounded out phonetically (hence the name ‘tricky’ words!) and need to be learnt 
by sight. Please practise these at home with your child and help them to learn to read and spell them off-
by-heart. Click here: Tricky Words  
 
 
Reading Record Books 
 
Thank you for your continued support with reading at home.  Reading for 5 to 10 minutes a day with an 
adult at home has such a huge impact on a child’s reading development. It is wonderful to see the fabulous 
progress so many of our children have made this year, thanks to your efforts. Please, do remember to write 
a brief comment in your child’s yellow Reading Record book every time you listen to your child read. 
These helpful comments are read every week. Yellow Reading Books are collected in and swapped on 
Fridays. Library Books are also collected in and swapped on Fridays. Flashcards will continue to be 
checked in school. Please keep practising them at home. If and when children are ready, we will send home 
the next set, once children are secure in their ability to read and write the words independently.  
 

Please continue reading bedtime (or daytime!) stories daily. You can find book recommendations here: 
Books for Reception as well as online stories here: Storyline videos and here: CBeebies story videos.  
As well as reading aloud to your child, please encourage them to practise reading themselves too, using 
the phonics letters and sounds that they have learnt. If you are looking for more to read, click here: Reading 
books online.  
 
 
 

PE (Physical Education) 
 

In PE this term is on Thursdays. Please bring a PE kit into school if you have not already done so. The 
PE kit will need to be in school every day, in case of changes to timetabling. All kits will be sent home 
before the holidays for washing.  
    
 
 
Music 
 
We are delighted that this term our whole-class Music lessons will continue to be taught by a specialist 
music teacher, Ms Annesley. The lesson is timetabled for Mondays.  
 
 

 
Contribution Money 
 
Many thanks to everyone who has been donating money for our class pot! Your voluntary contributions 
of £1 – £5 per term are really appreciated. They allow us to buy extra resources, such as ingredients for 
cooking and craft materials, to further enrich the curriculum for the children.  We will have our class 
collection tin at the gate this week for anyone who wishes to donate by cash. Thank you so much! 
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Recycling  
 

As always, we would love any donations of plastic containers with lids, cardboard packaging and 
kitchen roll tubes to use for crafts at school this term. We appreciate the recycling materials you bring to 
school for the children to use for their junk modelling. For allergy reasons, we ask that you please avoid 
bringing in any food packaging that contained nuts or eggs. Thanks!  
 
 
 
Uniform Reminder  

 
Thank you for your efforts to ensure your child is smartly dressed in the correct school uniform  
every day! Please ensure that all items of clothing are clearly named with your child’s name.   
A reminder that if your child chooses to wear a summer dress, it needs to be dark navy blue  
gingham checked (not mid or light blue). Thank you. 
 
 
 
Punctuality and Attendance 
 
Thank you for all your efforts to arrive at school on time every day. Please, be reminded that any  
child who arrives after 9am is marked as late.  
 
 
 
Water Bottles, Sunhats and Sun Cream 
 
Now that the weather is getting warmer, please ensure that all children come into school with a water 
bottle. On sunny days please bring in a sunhat and please ensure children have sun cream already applied. 
 
 
 
Preparation for Year 1 
This term we will be preparing for a smooth transition to Year 1. We will go and visit the Year 1 classroom 
regularly to familiarise ourselves with its new layout and routines. The children are really looking forward 
to this!  
 
 
 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development  
This term we are about amazing bodies and all the different things they can do. We are also talking about 
each person being in control of their own body and having the power to keep it safe, happy and healthy. 
For some helpful resources on this, please visit: Support for Parents 
 
 
 
Online Safety 
For information and support about online safety, please click these links:  

 NSPCC 

 Think U Know   
 
 
Thank you so much as ever for all your support. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Anya Lucas 
Reception Class Teacher  
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