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Pupil premium strategy statement 

St Clement Danes CE Primary School  

This statement details the school’s use of pupil premium (and recovery premium for the 
2021 to 2022 academic year) funding to help improve the attainment of our 
disadvantaged pupils.  

It outlines our pupil premium strategy, how we intend to spend the funding in this 
academic year and the effect that last year’s spending of pupil premium had within our 
school.  

School overview 

Detail Data 

School name St Clement Danes CE 
Primary School  

Number of pupils in school  220 

Proportion (%) of pupil premium eligible pupils 25% 

Academic year/years that our current pupil premium 
strategy plan covers  

2021-2022 

2022-2023 

2023-2024 

Date this statement was published September 2021  

Date on which it will be reviewed July 2022  

Statement authorised by Governing Body  

Pupil premium lead Patricia Coxhead  

Governor / Trustee lead Daniel Bentham (Chair) 

Funding overview 

Detail Amount 

Pupil premium funding allocation this academic year £59,835.00 

Recovery premium funding allocation this academic year £10,717.51 

Pupil premium funding carried forward from previous 
years (enter £0 if not applicable) 

£0 

Total budget for this academic year 

If your school is an academy in a trust that pools this 
funding, state the amount available to your school this 
academic year 

 £1,387,000 
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Part A: Pupil premium strategy plan 

Statement of intent 

‘Providing an anchor in life so all may have life and have it to the full’ 

In line with our school vision, our intention is that all pupils, irrespective of their 

background or the challenges they face, thrive, make good progress and achieve well 

across all subject areas. The focus of our pupil premium strategy is to support 

disadvantaged pupils to achieve that aim, including progress for those who are already 

high attainers.  

We will consider the challenges faced by all vulnerable pupils, for example, those who 

have a social worker or are looked after children. The areas outlined in this statement 

are also intended to support their needs, regardless of whether they are disadvantaged 

or not. 

Quality first teaching is central to this approach, focusing on areas where 

disadvantaged pupils need the most support. Research shows that this will have the 

greatest impact on closing the disadvantage attainment gap as well as benefiting the 

non-disadvantaged pupils in our school.  

The strategy is integrated with wider school plans for education recovery, including its 

targeted support through the National Tutoring Programme for pupils whose education 

has been worst affected (both disadvantaged and non-disadvantaged).  

Our approach will be informed by clear assessment, based on evidence. The 

approaches we have adopted complement each other to help pupils flourish. To ensure 

these approaches are effective we will: 

 ensure disadvantaged pupils are challenged in the work that they are set 

 act quickly to intervene as soon as the need is identified 

 have a whole school approach in which all staff take responsibility for  

disadvantaged pupils’ outcomes as well as having high expectations of what 

they can achieve and clear ambitions.  

Challenges 

The key barriers and challenges to achievement that we have identified among our 
disadvantaged pupils are set out in the table below.  

Challenge 
number 

Detail of challenge  

1 Assessments and observations indicate speech, language and 
communication gaps among many disadvantaged pupils. These are 
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evident from Reception and are evident among our disadvantaged 
pupils.  

2 Assessments, observations, and discussions with pupils suggest 
disadvantaged pupils generally have greater difficulties with phonics 
than their peers. This negatively impacts their development as readers.  

3 Our assessments and observations indicate that the education and well-
being of many of our disadvantaged pupils have been impacted by par-
tial school closures to a greater extent than for other pupils. These find-
ings are supported by national studies.  

This has resulted in significant knowledge gaps leading to pupils falling 
further behind age-related expectations, especially in maths. 

4 Our assessments, observations and discussions with pupils and families 
have identified social and emotional issues for a significant number of 
pupils, notably due to the pandemic and prolonged time online at home. 
These challenges particularly affect disadvantaged pupils, including 
their attainment. 

Referrals to the school’s family therapist have increased significantly 
during and since the pandemic.  53% of disadvantaged pupils (in receipt 
of the pupil premium grant) currently receive additional support from the 
school family therapist with social and emotional needs. 

5 Internal attendance data over the last year (September 2021 to March 
2022) indicates that attendance among disadvantaged pupils has been 
4% lower than for non-disadvantaged pupils. 

During the period September 2020 to July 2021 a higher proportion 
disadvantaged pupils were ‘persistently absent’ compared to their peers 
(some of this absence was due to positive Covid results). Our 
assessments and observations indicate that absenteeism negatively 
impacts disadvantaged pupils’ progress. 

Intended outcomes  

This explains the outcomes we are aiming for by the end of our current strategy plan, 

and how we will measure whether they have been achieved. 

Intended outcome Success criteria 

Improved speech, language and 
communication skills among 
disadvantaged pupils.  

Assessments and observations indicate 
significantly improved speech, language 
and communication skills among 
disadvantaged pupils. This is evidenced 
through ongoing assessment and 
monitoring.  

Improved reading attainment among 
disadvantaged pupils.  

KS2 reading outcomes in 2024/25 show 
that there is no gap between the 
proportion of disadvantaged pupils and 
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non-disadvantaged pupils meeting the 
expected standard. 

Improved maths achievement for 
disadvantaged pupils at the end of KS2.  

KS2 maths outcomes in 2024/25 show 
that all of disadvantaged pupils meet the 
expected standard of progress and 
attainment from their Key Stage 1 
starting point. 

 

To achieve and sustain improved 
wellbeing for all pupils in our school, 
particularly our disadvantaged pupils. 

Sustained high levels of wellbeing from 
2024/25 demonstrated by: 

 qualitative data from pupil voice,  
pupil and parent surveys and teacher 
observations 

 a significant increase in participation 
in enrichment activities, particularly 
among disadvantaged pupils     

To achieve and sustain improved 
attendance for all pupils, particularly our 
disadvantaged pupils. 

Sustained high attendance from 2024/25 
demonstrated by: 

 the overall absence rate for all pupils 
is no more than 4%, and the attend-
ance gap between disadvantaged 
pupils and their non-disadvantaged 
peers is reduced to 0 

 the percentage of pupils who are per-
sistently absent is below the national 
average 
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Activity in this academic year – 2021 to 2022 

This details how we intend to spend our pupil premium (and recovery premium funding) 

this academic year to address the challenges listed above. 

Teaching (for example, CPD, recruitment and retention) 

Budgeted cost: £49,835.00 

Activity Evidence that supports this 
approach 

Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

Nuffield Early 
Language Intervention 
(NELI) 

Education Endowment Foundation 
Evaluation  

1 

Teaching Assistant 
interventions     

Education Endowment Foundation 
Evaluation  

2 

Extra maths support 
including NTP 

NTP  Global Evidence on tutoring  3 

 

Targeted academic support (for example, tutoring, one-to-one support 

structured interventions)  

Budgeted cost: £10,717.51 

Activity Evidence that supports this 
approach 

Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

National Tutoring 
Programme  

NTP  Global Evidence on tutoring 2 & 3 

Maths tutor in Year 5 
and Year 6 

NTP  Global Evidence on tutoring 

Education Endowment Foundation 
Evaluation 

2 

Nuffield Early Language 
Programme  

Education Endowment Foundation 
Evaluation 

1 

Additional Speech and 
Language Support 

Education Endowment Foundation 
Evaluation 

1 

 

Wider strategies (for example, related to attendance, behaviour, 

wellbeing) 

Budgeted cost: £10,000 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/projects-and-evaluation/projects/nuffield-early-language-intervention
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/projects-and-evaluation/projects/nuffield-early-language-intervention
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/teaching-assistant-interventions
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/teaching-assistant-interventions
https://nationaltutoring.org.uk/news/learning-lessons-from-new-global-evidence-on-tutoring/
https://nationaltutoring.org.uk/news/learning-lessons-from-new-global-evidence-on-tutoring/
https://nationaltutoring.org.uk/news/learning-lessons-from-new-global-evidence-on-tutoring/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/teaching-assistant-interventions
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/teaching-assistant-interventions
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/projects-and-evaluation/projects/nuffield-early-language-intervention
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/projects-and-evaluation/projects/nuffield-early-language-intervention
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/projects-and-evaluation/projects/nuffield-early-language-intervention
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/projects-and-evaluation/projects/nuffield-early-language-intervention
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Activity Evidence that supports this 
approach 

Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

Family therapist  Education Endowment Foundation 
Evaluation  

4, 5  

Attendance support  Ofsted  5 

 

Total budgeted cost: £70,552.51 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/parental-engagement
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/parental-engagement
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/good-attendance-listen-understand-empathise-and-support
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Part B: Review of outcomes in the previous academic 
year 

Pupil premium strategy outcomes 

This details the impact that our pupil premium activity had on pupils in the 2020 to 2021 

academic year.  

Our internal assessments during 2020/21 suggested that the performance of  

disadvantaged pupils was lower than in the previous year in Maths.  

Our assessment of the reasons for these outcomes points primarily to Covid-19 impact, 

which disrupted all our subject areas to varying degrees. As evidenced in schools 

across the country, school closure was most detrimental to our disadvantaged pupils, 

and they were not able to benefit from our pupil premium funded improvements to 

teaching and targeted interventions to the degree we had intended. The impact was 

mitigated by our resolution to maintain a high quality curriculum, including during peri-

ods of partial closure, which was aided by use of direct teaching via Google Classroom 

(and provision of laptops to pupils) and other resources such as Oak National Academy 

and White Rose Maths.  

Our assessments and observations indicated that pupil behaviour, wellbeing and 

mental health were significantly impacted last year, primarily due to COVID-19-related 

issues. The impact was particularly acute for disadvantaged pupils in EYFS. We used 

pupil premium funding to provide wellbeing support for all pupils, and targeted 

interventions where required. We are building on that approach with the activities 

detailed in this plan. 

Externally provided programmes 

Please include the names of any non-DfE programmes that you purchased in the 

previous academic year. This will help the Department for Education identify which ones 

are popular in England 

Programme Provider 

Nuffield Early Language Intervention   

Service pupil premium funding (optional) 

For schools that receive this funding, you may wish to provide the following information:  
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Measure Details  

How did you spend your service pupil 
premium allocation last academic year? 

N/A  

What was the impact of that spending on 
service pupil premium eligible pupils? 

N/A  

 


