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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 

 
NURSERY  NEWSLETTER 

 
 
Welcome back to Term 4, I hope you all had a restful break and are ready for this term’s adventures. 
This newsletter contains some information that I hope you will find useful over the coming weeks.  
 

Thank you for all your brilliant support with remote learning last term and at the start of this 
term. We will all be reunited in the classroom from next Monday, 8th March. I am looking 
forward to welcoming everyone back and hearing in person about all the lovely learning and 
quality family time you have had. Last Tuesday, you will have received this letter from Miss 
Coxhead with information about the reopening of school on Monday 8th March. The letter 
includes a link to this Welcome Back booklet to help your child prepare for returning to school. 
We can’t wait to see you next Monday! 
 

Please do keep in sending in photos to our class email or via Google Classroom this week, until we 
return to school! 
 

We’re here to support you - let me know if you need support or have questions about the continued 
remote learning or the return to school. Please don’t hesitate to contact me via the class email this week 
and I will get back to you as soon as I can.  
 
Curriculum 
 
Our topic for this half term is Under the Sea!  
 

In Nursery, we encourage the children to develop Characteristics of Effective Learning through Playing 
and Exploring, Active Learning and Creative and Critical Thinking. Throughout the term I will suggest 
activities to support and challenge your child’s learning across these 7 areas of development:  
 

 Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development 

 Communication and Language 
 Physical Development 

 Literacy 
 Mathematics 
 Understanding the World 
 Expressive Arts and Design 

 

You can find more information about the Early Years by clicking on these links:  
 

 Information about the Early Years Curriculum:  
Early Years curriculum and Characteristics of Effective Learning 

 

 Information about children’s learning and development in the Early Years:  
What to Expect When 

 
 

This term’s theme, ‘Under the Sea’ inspires the planning which is spread across all 7 areas of the 
Early Years curriculum. This topic is an exciting one which explores so many different ideas, 
creatures and wonders.  
These are just some of the concepts children can learn about the ocean: 
 

- where oceans are found on Earth 
- what kind of water is in the ocean (and the properties of saltwater) 
- different layers of the ocean 
- specific animals that live in the ocean 
- jobs people have related to the ocean (fisherman, oceanographer, marine biologist, etc) 
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…and using all of this we can also teach literacy and maths concepts! 
 

 

Term 4 Overview: UNDER THE SEA! 
 

(Please note – This overview is to give you an idea of what’s coming up but it may occasionally change!) 

Week 1 Introduction 

Book focus: ‘SPLASH, Anna Habiscus!’ by Atinuke & Lauren Tobia 

Week 2 In the big blue… 
Book focus: ‘Commotion in the Ocean’ by Giles Andre & David  

Wojtowycz 

Week 3 Change the world! 

Book focus: ‘Clean up!’ by Nathan Bryon and Dapo Adewola 

Week 4  Ships, sailors and lighthouse keepers! 

Book focus: ‘The Lighthouse Keepers Lunch’ by Ronda and David  

Armitage 

Week 5 Rock pools & friendships 

Book focus: ‘Sharing a Shell’ by Julia Donaldson and Lydia Monks 

Week 6 Spring’s Beginning 

Focus: Easter 

 
Phonics  
Phonics lessons are normally taught every day in school so we would recommend,  
if you are only able to attempt one activity at home this week, that you focus on the Phonics.  
 
Nursery start with mastering Phase 1 Phonics; this is the foundation for future reading and writing. 

In Phase One, phonics activities are broken into seven different aspects: 
 

Phase 1 Phonics  

Aspect 1: 
 

Environmental Sound 
Discrimination 

The aim of this aspect is to raise children’s awareness of the sounds around 
them and to develop their listening skills. Activities suggested may include 
going on a listening walk, drumming on different items outside and comparing 
the sounds, playing a sounds lotto game and making shakers. 

Aspect 2: 
 

Instrumental Sound 
Discrimination 

This aspect aims to develop children’s awareness of sounds made by various 
instruments and noise makers. Activities include comparing and matching 
sound makers, playing instruments alongside a story and making loud and 
quiet sounds. 

Aspect 3: 
 

Body Percussion 
Sound Discrimination 

The aim of this aspect is to develop children’s awareness of sounds and 
rhythms. Activities include singing songs and action rhymes, listening to music 
and developing a sounds vocabulary. 

Aspect 4: 
 

Rhythm and Rhyme 

This aspect aims to develop children’s appreciation and experiences of rhythm 
and rhyme in speech. Activities include rhyming stories, rhyming bingo, 
clapping out the syllables in words and odd one out. 

Aspect 5: 
 

Alliteration 

The focus is on initial sounds of words, with activities including ‘I Spy’ type 
games and matching objects which begin with the same sound. 

Aspect 6: 
 

Voice Sounds 

The aim is to distinguish between different vocal sounds and to begin oral 
blending and segmenting. Activities may include ‘Metal Mike’, where children 
feed pictures of objects into a toy robot’s mouth and the adult sounds out the 
name of the object in a robot voice ‘c-u-p… cup’, with the children joining in. 

Aspect 7: 
 

Oral Blending and 
Segmenting 

In this aspect, the main aim is to develop oral blending and segmenting skills. 
To practise oral blending, the teacher could say some sounds, such as ‘c-u-p’ 
and see whether the children can pick out a cup from a group of objects. For 
segmenting practise, the teacher could hold up an object such as a sock and 
ask the children which sounds they can hear in the word ‘sock’. 



 
This term we continue our focus on Aspects 1, 2, 3 and 6. We also introduce Aspect 4! 
 
If you would like to know a reminder of how Phonics progresses as children move through the school, 
click here and here. 
 

If you have any questions about phonics, I am of course happy to help! 
 
 
Reading  
 

 
Please continue with daily bedtime (or daytime!) stories. This week is Book Week and  
there are some exciting things lined up for it! Children are invited to wear a book character  
costume to our Google Meet this Thursday. 
 
Continue to re-read favorite books and encourage children to join in with familiar phrases and rhymes.  
 

Please note that while our local libraries are closed, can find more details about library resources here: 

Online Library Resources  and other online story resources are available here: Storyline videos and here: 

CBeebies story videos 

 

Continue questioning as you read with your child to practise their comprehension and 
understanding of stories. Open ended questions that will assist building comprehension will 
generally start with: 
 

 Why do you think…? 

 What if…?  

 How did that…?  

 Which character would be likely to…? 

 What might…? 

 
For further information about reading and phonics at home, click here: Teach Your Dragon To Read 
  
 
Online Safety 
 

Please take a look at this information about using the Internet safely: Online Safety  
 
 
 
SEND support 
 

A reminder of resources available to support children with SEND: SEND Support and that our 
Inclusion Leader, Ms Francis can be contacted via office@stcd.co.uk 
 
 
 
It has been so lovely seeing you all via Google Meet and I’m looking forward to seeing you all in 
person again very soon.  
 
 

 
Best wishes,  

 

Miss Paget  
Nursery Class Teacher  
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