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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 

 

NURSERY  NEWSLETTER 
 
 

Welcome back to Term 2! It has been fantastic hearing about all the exciting things you have 
done over the half term holidays. The children came back absolutely bursting with the news of 
where they went and what they did and it is so good to see all their smiling faces again. 

 

Curriculum 
We are delving into our topic for the term: ‘Let's Celebrate!' There will be lots of role play, mark 
making and creating in this topic! If you have any old Christmas decorations, wrapping paper, old 
Christmas cards and/or corks lying around, please bring them in to Nursery as we would love to 
use them in our creative area, as well as any other recyclables!  
 

In Nursery, we encourage the children to develop Characteristics of Effective Learning through Playing 
and Exploring, Active Learning and Creating and Thinking Critically. Throughout the term I will suggest 
activities to support and challenge your child’s learning across these 7 areas of development:  
 

 Communication and Language 
 Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
 Physical Development 

 Literacy 
 Mathematics 
 Understanding the World 
 Expressive Arts and Design 

 

You can find more information about the Early Years curriculum by clicking on this link: learning 
in the Early Years 

 

 
 

This term’s theme, ‘Let's Celebrate!'  inspires our planning which is spread across all 7 areas of the Early 
Years curriculum. This topic is an exciting one which explores different celebrations across the world, 
what we celebrate ourselves and how we celebrate them differently. The children love sharing about 
their families and their traditions and what is a special time for them (whether it’s celebrated in the 
next month or two or not!). 
 
It is also a great time to dive more deeply into our Religious Education (R.E.) unit for the term. This 
term our big R.E. question is, ‘Why is Christmas so special for Christians?’ We will explore this through 
practising and performing our Nativity and with weekly themes and questions. We focus on retelling 
the Nativity story, linking the story to our own lives and introducing the following vocabulary:  
 
Christian, special, Jesus, Mary, Joseph, Angel Gabriel, innkeeper, shepherds, manger, special 

baby, Bible, Advent, wreath, candle, altar cloth, Christmas, good news, joy, peace, human 

You’ll hear more about our Nativity play in the coming weeks. This year it will be shared with 
you via video. The children will also be performing some musical highlights from the show live 
in church at our school Christmas service at the end of term! 
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Our weekly themes for this term: 
 

 

Term 1 Overview: LET’S CELEBRATE! 
 

(Please note – This overview is to give you an idea of what’s coming up but it may occasionally change!) 

Week 1 Celebrating with FIREWORKS! 
A focus on Bonfire Night & Diwali celebrations  
 

Week 2 Celebrating birthdays with family 
Book focus: ‘So Much’ by Trish Cooke 

Week 3 A very special birthday… 

Book focus: ‘How Many Sleeps Until My Birthday?’ 
 by Mark Sperring 

Week 4 What’s coming in the post? 
Book focus: ‘The Jolly Christmas Postman’ 
by Janet and Allen Ahlberg  

Week 5 Starting the countdown… 

Introduction to Advent and The Christmas Story  

Week 6 Nativity! 
The children have worked hard this term practising  
for a very special performance 

Week 7    Christmas  
We wrap up our fabulous ‘Let’s Celebrate’  
term with our Christmas celebration 

 
Book borrowing 
Just a quick reminder about our book borrowing: every Tuesday and Friday the children can take a book 
from our ‘take home book’ library, as long as they have brought back the previously borrowed book on 
the same day. Please make sure the books are in their book bag on the named days so they choose a new 
one!  
You may receive a slip and photocopy of a book we have on our records later in the year if you still have 
a book of ours. If you could please look at home amongst your books, that would be appreciated so our 
library stock doesn’t dwindle! If you do not have the book or know you already returned it, just inform 
us. Thank you! 
 
The children also take home a yellow Reading Record book. In this book, please write how your child 
felt about our school book; did they enjoy it? Did they explore it on their own? Did they take one look 
and think ‘no thanks!’ Comments are appreciated and are an exciting way for the children to share with 
us their love of books! 
 
Uniform  
Now we are getting into winter, please ensure that all gloves and hats that the children are 
wearing to keep warm whilst playing outside are labelled like the rest of their school uniform, so 
we don't have any mix ups. The children will be expected to keep these clothing items in their 
trays just like their jumpers/cardigans (not in their book bags) so they are easily accessed when 
it’s time to go outside!  
 
Water bottles 
Please feel welcome for your child to bring a water bottle (clearly labelled with their name) into school 
each day to keep hydrated throughout the day. As the children are learning the routines, they will learn 
where they will live in the classroom for easy access and are encouraged to drink repeatedly. If you 
would like to keep a water bottle at school throughout the term, feel free to. Inform either Miss Sany 
or myself and the bottle will be washed each evening in our dishwasher with fresh water every morning. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Dinosaur Treasure Hunt 
Thank you for all your generous sponsorship! If you haven’t yet had the chance to hand in money 
your child has raised, or made a donation on the school system, please do so this week. We shall 
soon announce how much has been raised – this will be used to buy resources for the children to 
further enrich their day-to-day learning.  
 
Attendance: 
The children have settled in well and are enjoying being with their friends each day. We are so blessed 
at St Clement Danes to be able to offer a full school day Nursery, free of charge. As with the rest of the 
school, attendance in Nursery is very important. This term please aim to have the best attendance. If 
your child is unable to attend, let us know on that morning, with the reason why. At the end of the 
term, parents receive attendance letters if attendance is low - this will include Nursery parents from 
next term, now that we are into the full swing of school life! 
 
Thanks so much for your continued support. 
 
Best wishes,  

 

Miss Paget  
Nursery Class Teacher  
 
 


