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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 

 
NURSERY  NEWSLETTER 

 
  
Welcome back to Term 3! We hope you all had a wonderful break and a good start to the New Year.  
 
We are full swing into the new term and topic. We are very glad to be back in school with the children 
and seeing their smiling faces each day! We have missed them. ☺  
 
As it is the third term and the children are now fully settled into St Clement Danes, we are 
thinking ahead about ways we can prepare the children for Reception. This term will be filled with 
lots of name practice, more PE activities, more chance to be independent learners and the children 
being given more responsibilities in the classroom. 
 
 

Curriculum 
We are ready to take off into our next topic… ‘WINTER WONDERLAND!’  
We kick start this topic with an exciting journey into the Arctic, followed by the Antarctic, looking at 
winter animals, hibernation, what to wear during winter and lots of sensory play with cold and hot 
materials. It’s the perfect topic to do lots of science experiments in too so get ready for your children to 
become enthusiastic, little budding scientists!  
 
In Nursery, we encourage the children to develop Characteristics of Effective Learning through Playing and 
Exploring, Active Learning and Creating and Thinking Critically.  

✓ Communication and Language 
✓ Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development 
✓ Physical Development 

✓ Literacy 
✓ Mathematics 
✓ Understanding the World 
✓ Expressive Arts and Design 

 

You can find more information about our curriculum by clicking here: Learning in the Early Years and 
here: Nursery. 
 

                   

Term 3 Overview: WINTER WONDERLAND!     
 

These are our focus texts for the term. (Please note – This overview is to give you an idea of what’s 
coming up but it may occasionally change!) 

Week 1 The Season of Winter 
‘Winter Dance’ by Marion Dane Bauer   

Week 2 Poetry 
‘A Great Big Cuddle’ By Michael Rosen 

Week 3 Chinese New Year! 

Week 4 Polar Bears  
‘Iris and Isaac’ by Catherine Rayner 

 

Week 5 Penguins  
‘Lost and Found’ by Oliver Jeffers 

 
Week 6 Ice Science! 

‘Blue Penguin’ by Petr Horacek 

& ‘You're Snug With Me’ by Chitra Soundar 
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Phonics  
Phonics lessons are taught every day in school. Nursery start with mastering Phase 1 Phonics;  
this is the foundation for future reading and writing. 

 

In Phase One, phonics activities are broken into seven different aspects:  
 

Phase 1 Phonics  

Aspect 1: 
 

Environmental Sound 
Discrimination 

The aim of this aspect is to raise children’s awareness of the sounds around them and to 
develop their listening skills. Activities suggested may include going on a listening walk, 
drumming on different items outside and comparing the sounds, playing a sounds lotto game 
and making shakers. 

Aspect 2: 
 

Instrumental Sound 
Discrimination 

This aspect aims to develop children’s awareness of sounds made by various instruments and 
noise makers. Activities include comparing and matching sound makers, playing instruments 
alongside a story and making loud and quiet sounds. 

Aspect 3: 
 

Body Percussion Sound 
Discrimination 

The aim of this aspect is to develop children’s awareness of sounds and rhythms. Activities 
include singing songs and action rhymes, listening to music and developing a sounds 
vocabulary. 

Aspect 4: 
 

Rhythm and Rhyme 

This aspect aims to develop children’s appreciation and experiences of rhythm and rhyme in 
speech. Activities include rhyming stories, rhyming bingo, clapping out the syllables in words 
and odd one out. 

Aspect 5: 
 

Alliteration 

The focus is on initial sounds of words, with activities including ‘I Spy’ type games and 
matching objects which begin with the same sound. 

Aspect 6: 
 

Voice Sounds 

The aim is to distinguish between different vocal sounds and to begin oral blending and 
segmenting. Activities may include ‘Metal Mike’, where children feed pictures of objects into 
a toy robot’s mouth and the adult sounds out the name of the object in a robot voice ‘c-u-p… 
cup’, with the children joining in. 

Aspect 7: 
 

Oral Blending and 
Segmenting 

In this aspect, the main aim is to develop oral blending and segmenting skills. To practise 
oral blending, the teacher could say some sounds, such as ‘c-u-p’ and see whether the 
children can pick out a cup from a group of objects. For segmenting practice, the teacher 
could hold up an object such as a sock and ask the children which sounds they can hear in 
the word ‘sock’. 

 

These aspects are introduced and woven into daily school life - in games we play and through focused 
phonic sessions on the carpet. If you would like to know more and see how Phonics progresses as children 
move through the school, click here. 
 
 
RE learning 
This term we are looking at the Big Question: ‘Why do Christians believe Jesus is special?’ which follows on 
perfectly from our work on the Nativity story last term. 
 

Here are some of the key takeaways we will be looking at: 
 

Christians believe that…. 

• Jesus loves everyone. 

• Jesus is God’s son and he was born as a human. 

• Jesus did miracles including healing people. 

• Jesus teaches people to love others.  
 
 

 

Uniform 
The temperature is dropping again so just a reminder: if your child is bringing extra accessories in 
to keep warm during our free flow time where they have a choice to be outside, please ensure these 
items are labelled. Our Uniform Policy can be found on the school website here: School Uniform 
and a letter was also sent out at the end of last term with specifics. Thank you for your support in 
this area. 
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‘Take Home Books’ 
Please keep an eye out for a reminder inside your child’s book bag about books borrowed from school. We 
will be putting a reminder of which books you have at home still to be returned next week so we can make 
sure all books are returned before new ones are sent out.  
 
 
Reading Records 
We love reading about what books your children are enjoying at home in their yellow reading records! 
Please do continue to write notes about what you discuss, questions they ask and what they particularly 
enjoyed/didn’t enjoy when reading with you. These Reading Records turn into reading journals that the 
children will write in themselves in later years at school and help inform us as teachers what books to 
send home too. This is such a good tool to get your children excited about being life-long readers so thank 
you for the efforts you are putting in now. 
 
 
Many thanks for all your continued support. We are looking forward to a fantastic term ahead! 
 
Best wishes,  
Mrs Dawson and Mrs Cox 


