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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 

 
NURSERY  NEWSLETTER 

 
  
Welcome back to Term 3! I hope you all had a wonderful break and a good start to the New Year.  
 
We are full swing into the new term and topic. I am very glad to be back in school with the children 
and seeing their smiling faces each day! I have missed them.   
 
As it is the third term and the children are now fully settled into St Clement Danes, we are 
thinking ahead about ways we can prepare the children for Reception, so lots of name practice, 
having our own PE lessons, more chance to be independent learners and people with responsibilities 
within the classroom! 
 
 

Curriculum 
We are ready to take off into our next topic… ‘SPACE ADVENTURE!’ We kick start this topic with an 
exciting journey into the beyond. This will help us form enquiring questions to investigate as we explore 
the stars through imaginative play, creating with our hands and searching through books together. In 
Nursery, we encourage the children to develop Characteristics of Effective Learning through Playing and 
Exploring, Active Learning and Creating and Thinking Critically. Throughout the term, I will suggest 
activities to support and challenge your child’s learning across these 7 areas of development:  
 

 Communication and Language 
 Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development 
 Physical Development 

 Literacy 
 Mathematics 
 Understanding the World 
 Expressive Arts and Design 

 

This term’s Space theme is an exciting one. We will explore so many different ideas and wonders 
through play. Outer Space can be a pretty abstract topic, but that doesn’t mean that the concept of Space 
is too hard. We start by teaching about the sun, moon, and stars. Those are all things the children can 
see in the sky. Then we teach about the planets and how humans might explore Space and using all of 
these real world ideas. We can also teach literacy and maths concepts, explore expressive art and design 
and get physical! You can find more information about our curriculum by clicking here: Learning in the 
Early Years and here: Nursery. 
        

           

Term 3 Overview: SPACE ADVENTURE! 
 

(Please note – This overview is to give you an idea of what’s coming up but it may occasionally 
change!) 

Week 1 ‘Moon Rocket’ 
A poem by Jane Newberry  

Week 2 ‘Zoom, Rocket, Zoom’ 
A book by Margaret Mayo & Alex Ayliffe 

Week 3 ‘Beegu’ 
A book by Alexis Deacon 

Week 4 ‘Whatever Next!’ 
A book by Jill Murphy  

Week 5 ‘Chinese New Year’ 
Celebrating the Lunar Year  

Week 6 ‘The Way Back Home’ 
A book by Oliver Jeffers 
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Phonics  
Phonics lessons are taught every day in school. Nursery start with mastering Phase 1 Phonics;  
this is the foundation for future reading and writing. 

 

In Phase One, phonics activities are broken into seven different aspects: 
 

Phase 1 Phonics  

Aspect 1: 
 

Environmental Sound 
Discrimination 

The aim of this aspect is to raise children’s awareness of the sounds around them and to 
develop their listening skills. Activities suggested may include going on a listening walk, 
drumming on different items outside and comparing the sounds, playing a sounds lotto game 
and making shakers. 

Aspect 2: 
 

Instrumental Sound 
Discrimination 

This aspect aims to develop children’s awareness of sounds made by various instruments and 
noise makers. Activities include comparing and matching sound makers, playing instruments 
alongside a story and making loud and quiet sounds. 

Aspect 3: 
 

Body Percussion Sound 
Discrimination 

The aim of this aspect is to develop children’s awareness of sounds and rhythms. Activities 
include singing songs and action rhymes, listening to music and developing a sounds 
vocabulary. 

Aspect 4: 
 

Rhythm and Rhyme 

This aspect aims to develop children’s appreciation and experiences of rhythm and rhyme in 
speech. Activities include rhyming stories, rhyming bingo, clapping out the syllables in words 
and odd one out. 

Aspect 5: 
 

Alliteration 

The focus is on initial sounds of words, with activities including ‘I Spy’ type games and 
matching objects which begin with the same sound. 

Aspect 6: 
 

Voice Sounds 

The aim is to distinguish between different vocal sounds and to begin oral blending and 
segmenting. Activities may include ‘Metal Mike’, where children feed pictures of objects into 
a toy robot’s mouth and the adult sounds out the name of the object in a robot voice ‘c-u-p… 
cup’, with the children joining in. 

Aspect 7: 
 

Oral Blending and 
Segmenting 

In this aspect, the main aim is to develop oral blending and segmenting skills. To practise 
oral blending, the teacher could say some sounds, such as ‘c-u-p’ and see whether the 
children can pick out a cup from a group of objects. For segmenting practise, the teacher 
could hold up an object such as a sock and ask the children which sounds they can hear in 
the word ‘sock’. 

 

These aspects are introduced and woven into daily school life - in games we play and through focused 
phonic sessions on the carpet. If you would like to know more and see how Phonics progresses as children 
move through the school, click here. If you have any questions about phonics, I am of course happy to 
help! 
 

Space Dome 
Next Thursday, we will be visiting the Space Dome – an amazing planetarium in our school hall! If you 
are able to make a contribution of £3-5 towards this exciting visit, payment can be made online via School 
Gateway or by handing a labelled envelope to your class teacher. Many thanks! 
 

Uniform 
The temperature is dropping again so just a reminder: if your child is bringing extra accessories in 
to keep warm during our free flow time where they have a choice to be outside, please ensure these 
items are labelled. The children will be expected to keep these clothing items in their trays just like 
their jumpers/cardigans (not in their book bags) so they are easily accessed when it’s time to go 
outside! A reminder that accessories such as hats and scarves should be black, navy blue or white. 
Our Uniform Policy can be found on the school website here: School Uniform.  
 
‘Take Home Books’ 
Please keep an eye out for a reminder inside your child’s book bag about books borrowed from school. We 
will be putting a copy of which books you have at home still to be returned, to get started with our book 
borrowing again this term! 
 

Recycling 
With our Space topic, we love to get creative on our Recycling table. Have you had any chocolate 
treats this holiday? The (nut-free) packaging trays are perfect for creating a space station console! 
Kitchen roll finished? What a fabulous telescope that will make! Got some tinfoil that you no longer 
need? Bring it in for us to create a rocket! 
Cleaned recycling materials are always welcomed in our classroom and get used up pretty quickly as 
the children learn how to use scissors, tape and glue sticks appropriately in our dedicated corner. 
 
Many thanks for all your continued support. Best wishes, Miss Paget, Nursery Class Teacher  
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