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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 

 
NURSERY  NEWSLETTER 

 
 

Welcome back to Term 5, I hope you all had a fantastic break and are ready for this term’s adventures. 
This newsletter contains some information that I hope you will find useful over the coming weeks. 
 

Thank you for all your brilliant support with the return to school for Term 5, it has been so great 
to see the children come in so happy! 
 
Water Bottle 
 
We have all been enjoying the lovely weather that we have been blessed with in the first week. As 
it gets warmer, it is vital the children bring in a named water bottle each day to hydrate. They 
have access to them all day and are encouraged to drink repeatedly. If you would like to keep your 
child’s water bottle at school throughout the term, feel free too. Just inform either Miss Sany or 
myself and the bottle will be washed each evening in our dishwasher and refilled with fresh water 
every morning. 
 
 
Curriculum 

 
Our new topic for this half term is ‘Mad About Minibeasts!’  
 
We will be exploring the bottom of the garden in our hunt for creepy crawlies. We will be 
developing our investigating and questioning skills and learning all about how to be more 
respectful of nature. We have started off by talking about the various ‘minibeasts’, and have 
discovered a new friend within our classroom already for us to take care of. I wonder if you have 
heard about him yet…? 
The children will be working hard at learning the story of ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ off-by-
heart, as we learn about the butterfly lifecycle. 
 
In Nursery, we encourage the children to develop Characteristics of Effective Learning through Playing 
and Exploring, Active Learning and Creative and Critical Thinking. Throughout the term I will suggest 
activities to support and challenge your child’s learning across these 7 areas of development:  
 

 Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development 

 Communication and Language 
 Physical Development 

 Literacy 
 Mathematics 
 Understanding the World 
 Expressive Arts and Design 

 

You can find more information about the Early Years by clicking on these links:  
 

 Information about the Early Years Curriculum:  
Early Years curriculum and Characteristics of Effective Learning 

 

 Information about children’s learning and development in the Early Years:  
What to Expect When 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:office@stcd.co.uk
http://www.st-clementdanes.westminster.sch.uk/
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This term’s theme, ‘Mad About Minibeasts!’ inspires the planning which is spread across all 7 areas of 
the Early Years curriculum. This topic is an exciting one which explores so many different ideas, 
creatures and wonders. These are just some of the concepts children can learn about minibeasts: 
 

- Learning about habitats and different creatures 
- The life cycles of insects 
- New vocabulary 
- A passion for nature and exploration  
- How to take care of nature and its inhabitants 
- …and using all of this we can also teach Literacy and Maths concepts!  

 
 

Term 4 Overview: UNDER THE SEA! 
 

(Please note – This overview is to give you an idea of what’s coming up but it may occasionally change!) 

Week 1 Mad about Minibeasts! 

Book focus: ‘Mad About Minibeasts’ by Giles Andreae  
 

Week 2 Crawling Caterpillars 
Book focus: ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ by Eric Carle 
 

Week 3 Wiggly Worms 

Book focus: ‘Yucky Worms’ by Vivian French 

Week 4  Slimy  Slugs and Snails 

Book focus: ‘Snail Trail’ by Ruth Brown  
 

Week 5 Scary (or maybe not!) Spiders 

Book focus: ‘Aaaarrgghh, Spider!’ by Lydia Monks 

Week 6 Twist and Hop, Minibeast Bop! 

Focus: ‘Twist and Hop, Minibeast Bop’ by Tony Mitton 
 

 
Phonics 
Nursery continue with mastering Phase One Phonics with daily lessons and activities at school. This is 
the foundation for future reading and writing. In Phase One, phonics activities are broken into seven 
different aspects: click here. If you have any questions about phonics, I am of course happy to help! 
 
Book Borrowing:  
Every Tuesday and Friday the children can take a book from our ‘take home book’ library, as long as 
they have brought back the previously-borrowed book on the same day. Please make sure the books are 
in their bookbag on the named days so that your child can choose a new one! 
 

You may receive a slip and photocopy of a book which we our records tell us that you still have from 
last term. If you could please look at home amongst your books, that would be appreciated so that our 
library stock doesn’t dwindle! If you do not have the book or you know you already returned it, just 
inform us. Thank you. 
 
Uniform:  
Please ensure that your child is wearing the correct uniform every day. Please check Miss 
Coxhead’s newsletter last week (19th April) for information about the school summer uniform. 
A reminder that if your child chooses to wear a summer dress, it needs to be dark navy blue 
gingham checked (not mid or light blue). A white short-sleeved shirt with grey shorts or a grey 
school skirt may also be worn, with the school tie. Black sandals may be worn, as long as toes 
are covered. You can find the uniform policy on the school website: School Uniform. 
 
Recycling: 
Please keep sending in your recycled materials for us to keep this classroom area well resourced. Any 
buttons, bottle caps, paper towel rolls, boxes of any kind, and corks are welcomed! In fact, if in doubt, 
please bring it in anyway. For allergy reasons, we ask that you please avoid bringing in any food 
packaging that contained nuts. The children love creating on our table and we will be learning how to 
make these objects into different flowers and caterpillars!  
 

Best wishes,  
 

Miss Paget  
Nursery Class Teacher  
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