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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 

 

WELCOME TO NURSERY! 
 

 
A warm welcome to St Clement Danes Primary School! I hope everyone has had a fantastic 
summer.  At the beginning of each term you will receive a Nursery newsletter detailing our 
termly topic, snack cost, reminders and news. 
 

Thank you for all your brilliant support with the start of your child’s journey at St Clements 
Danes. It really helps the children if we can aim for a quick goodbye in the morning (even if it 
may be a bit sad to begin with) as once the day starts, we can start having fun learning through 
play!  
 
Please keep an eye out for our Nursery ‘Welcome’ video. You will be emailed a link to the video 
this Friday. The video will include more details about the information in this newsletter, as well 
as more about daily Nursery life. Hopefully it will help with any questions or enquiries you may 
have! 
 
 
Curriculum 
 
Our topic for this half term is ‘Dinosaurs Rock’! 
 
Once all the children are settled into the new routines, our classroom will transform into a 
prehistoric world where we will discover the once thought extinct dinosaurs and we will be 
developing our investigating and questioning skills …we cannot wait to delve deeper into this 
topic! 
 

In Nursery, we encourage the children to develop Characteristics of Effective Learning through 
Playing and Exploring, Active Learning and Thinking Critically. Throughout the term I will suggest 
activities to support and challenge your child’s learning across these 7 areas of development:  
 

 Communication and Language 
 Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development 
 Physical Development 

 Literacy 
 Mathematics 
 Understanding the World 
 Expressive Arts and Design 

 

You can find more information about the Early Years by clicking on these links:  
 

Information about the Early Years Curriculum:  
Areas of Learning and Development in Nursery and Characteristics of Effective Learning 

 

 
 

This term’s theme, ‘Dinosaurs Rock’! inspires our planning, which is spread across all 7 areas of the 
Early Years curriculum. This topic is an exciting one which explores so many different ideas, creatures 
and wonders.  
 
 
 
 

mailto:office@stcd.co.uk
http://www.st-clementdanes.westminster.sch.uk/
https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Nursery-Areas-of-Learning.pdf?ts=1631525567
https://stclements-pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/EYFS-Characteristics-of-Effective-Learning.pdf?ts=1610016124


 
These are just some of the concepts children can learn within our dinosaur topic: 
 

- new vocabulary 
- a passion for nature and exploration  
- herbivores vs. carnivores 
- ways different dinosaurs move 
- compare and contrast dinosaurs and other animals you’ve studied 
- which dinosaurs were predators 
- fossils 
- volcanoes and lava 
- extinction 

 
…and using all of this we can also teach literacy and maths concepts!  
 

 

Term 1 Overview: DINOSAURS ROCK! 
 

(Please note – This overview is to give you an idea of what’s coming up but it may occasionally change!) 

Week 1 Starting School! 
Book focus: ‘Dinosaur Starts School’ by Pamela Duncan Edwards  
 

Week 2 Dinosaur Mad! 
Book focus: ‘Mad About Dinosaurs’ by Giles Andreae 

 
Week 3 Imagining if… 

Book focus: ‘If I had a Dinosaur’ by Alex Barrow & Gabby Dawnay 

Week 4  We have an egg! 
Book focus:‘ How To Look After Your Dinosaur’ by Jason Cockcroft  

Week 5 How many Dinosaurs…? 
Book focus: ’10 Little Dinosaurs’ by Mike Brownlow  

Week 6 Our Planet Now! 
Focus: ‘Here We Are’ by Oliver Jeffers  

Week 7 Harvest Festival 
 

 
Book Borrowing:  
 

Every Tuesday and Friday, the children can take a book from our ‘take home book’ library, as long as 
they have brought back the previously borrowed book on the same day. Please make sure the books are 
in their bookbag on the named day so they choose a new one! 
 

You may receive a slip and photocopy of a book we have on our records later in the year if we think 
you still have a book of ours. If you could please look at home amongst your books, that would be 
appreciated, so our library stock doesn’t dwindle! If you do not have the book, or know you already 
returned it, just inform us! 
 

Book borrowing will start when the children are in full time and we hope you enjoy exploring the 
books with your child. 
 
 
Uniform:  

 

The children have come into school looking very smart in their new uniforms as they embark on 
their St Clement Danes journey. Please remember to label all of your child’s clothes, including 
items such as gloves, scarves, hats and socks, to ensure they are easily returned if lost. 

 
 
 



To help remind you of the school uniform policy, please click this link to the School Uniform 
page on our school website and this reminder below: 
 
 

 Black or navy blue coat (plain, not patterned) 

 Navy blue blazer with school logo 

 Black school shoes (no boots or black trainers) 

 Grey school trousers, grey pinafore or grey school skirt  

 White school shirt with collar and buttons (not polo shirt) 

 Navy and gold striped tie (available to buy from the school office) 

 Navy blue cardigan or navy blue jumper with school logo 

 Socks or tights- plain grey, navy or white 

 Scarf/hat/gloves- plain navy or black (or the St Clement Danes scarf) 

 Hair accessories- navy, white or black (if your child’s hair is longer than their shoulders it needs to 
be tied up) 

 
Water Bottles: 
 

Your child is very welcome to bring a water bottle (clearly labelled with their name) into school each day to 
keep hydrated throughout the year. As the children are learning the routines, they will learn where their water 
bottle will live in the classroom for easy access and children are encouraged to drink repeatedly. If you 
would like to keep a water bottle at school throughout the term feel free too. Inform either Miss Sany 
or myself and the bottle will be washed each evening in our dishwasher and refilled with fresh water 
every morning. 
 
Contribution: 
 

We ask for a voluntary donation of between £3 and £5 each term to go towards Nursery’s snack in 
the afternoon (usually a biscuit or cracker) and for ingredients to cook/make playdough/slime 
etc throughout the term. We really appreciate this as it gives us an opportunity to enrich the 
children’s learning! Please hand this to a Nursery staff member in the morning if you see them 
with the contributions box. Thank you 
 
Recycling: 
 

Please keep sending in your recycled materials for us to keep our craft area well resourced. Any buttons, 
bottle caps, paper towel rolls, boxes of any kind, and corks are welcomed! In fact if in doubt please 
bring it in anyway. The children love creating on our table and we will be learning how to make these 
objects into exciting craft creations! 
 
Thanks again for all your support. We’re looking forward to a fun term ahead in Nursery! 
 
Best wishes,  

 

Miss Paget  
Nursery Class Teacher  
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