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Monday 28th February 2022 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

YEAR 1   NEWSLETTER 
 
Welcome to Term 4! I hope you had a relaxing half term, full of reading and adventures. It’s been wonderful seeing 
your children make great progress in all areas so far this year – I look forward to seeing what this term brings! Here is 
a summary of what we are learning this term.  
 

English Our texts this half term are ‘Katie Morag: Island Stories’ and 
‘The Jolly Postman’! We will be writing letters, learning 
about traditional tales, and thinking about characters and 
different points of view using discussion, drama and looking 
closely at illustrations. Please scroll down to find the Key 
Takeaways (English Targets) for this term.  
 

Don’t forget to take part in The Big Read! The children love earning their badges, and all books on the 
list are available to borrow.  

Maths In Maths we are continuing our work from last term on Place Value within 50 to secure 
this vital conceptual understanding, before moving on to Measurement – Length and 
Height and Weight and Mass.  

Phonics and 
Reading 
 
 

We’re continuing to learn Phase 5 with helpful ditties, following the ‘Essential 
Letters and Sounds’ scheme.   
The most important element of becoming a fluent reader is reading to an 
adult every day (15-20 minutes) and being read to every day (e.g. a bedtime 
story). This individual attention from a parent or carer is irreplaceable – 
children need lots of practice blending using the sounds they learned in 
school. Thank you for all the work you are doing to support your child at 
home. Let us know how your child is getting on with their reading books by writing in the yellow 
reading record.  We strongly recommend that your child reads beyond their assigned reading book, by 
reading books from the Oxford Owl website (see their reading record for a login to access more 
decodable books). You can access the Oxford Owl reading books for all phases online using the class 
login: year1stcd, password: oxfordowl.   

Religious 
Education 

In RE this term our ‘Big Question’ is ‘Why is Easter the most important festival 
for Christians?’  Please scroll down to find for our core knowledge for this term.   

Computing  In Computing this Term we are learning how to use word processors – how to type, and how we can 
use typing to edit and improve our written work easily.  

PE In PE this term we will be doing Yoga and Target Games.  

PSHE  We will be looking at the units ‘Growing & Caring for Ourselves’, and we will be exploring healthy 
eating!  

Art We will be looking at the Art of British artists through time.  

mailto:office@stcd.co.uk
http://www.st-clementdanes.westminster.sch.uk/
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Geography We will be studying UK Geography this term – both human and physical. We will learn about the 
physical features and culture of the four nations of the United Kingdom, and tell Barnaby Bear what 
we have been learning about!  

 
 

Homework 

 Like last term, this term we are sending home Maths and English homework on Wednesdays, to be handed 

in on the following Monday.  

 Every Friday your child has a spelling test – we send home their spelling book on a Friday so that you can 

see their score on their last test, along with the set of spellings to learn for the following week.   

 We check reading records and change reading books once a week – please make sure that your child is 

reading out loud to you for 15-20 minutes every day, and let us know about what they have been reading in 

their reading record.  

 Additional phonics - we may set your child additional phonics and reading if your child has any gaps, which 

we also check on a Wednesday (please mark your phonics homework with your child as soon as it is 

completed – it is more helpful for them to have your immediate feedback).  

 Please support your children to complete their homework, learn their spellings, learn their phonics and read 

every day. This will give them the foundation they need to thrive now, and in the future.  

 

Many thanks for all you do to support your children at home. Please don’t hesitate to ask me if you have any 
questions, or if you would like to talk to me about your child’s progress or wellbeing.   
 
 
With kind regards,  
 
Ms Foxton  
Year 1 Class Teacher 
 

 
Please scroll down to find our Key Takeaways for this term’s learning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Key Takeaways      Term 4 

 
 
 

English    Key Takeaways  

 Spell words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught and common exception 

words. 

 Say out loud what they are going to write about, compose a sentence orally before writing 

it, discuss what they have written.  

 To punctuate sentences using a capital letter and a full stop, question mark or exclamation 

mark. 

 To use a capital letter for names of people, places, the days of the week, and the personal 

pronoun ‘I’.  

 To use adjectives in our writing.  

 To use ‘and’ sentences; to learn and use the prefix ‘un’.  

 To write accurately in the past tense, including using ‘was’/’were’ correctly, and using –ed 

to show the past tense.  

 To use our phonics to sound out words; to learn the spellings of ‘HRS’ (‘harder to read and 

spell’) words.  

 To edit and improve our work.  

 To expand our vocabulary by understanding the meaning of the emotions in our book.  

 
 
 

                                                    Maths     Key Takeaways 

Place Value  
within 50 
(continued from last 
half term)  

 Know numbers to 50, recognising how many ‘tens’ and how many ‘ones’ are in a number.  

 Represent numbers to 50.  

 Counting forwards and backwards in 50.  

 Compare and order numbers within 50 (e.g. ‘which number is greater, 39 or 43?’) 

 Count in 2s and 5s.   

 Solve word and picture problems.  

 Key vocabulary  - numberline, tens frames, tens, ones, compare, order, less than (<), greater than (>).  

Length and Height 
(measurement) 

 Compare length and height of objects.  

 Measure length – with different objects and with a ruler.  

 Solve word problems about length.  

 Key vocabulary  - long / longer/longest, short / shorter/ shortest, tall/taller/tallest, length, height, 

compare, measure.  

Weight and Mass 
(measurement) 

 Introduce weight and mass.  

 Measure mass.  

 Compare mass. 

 Introduce capacity and volume.  

 Measure capacity.  

 Compare capacity.   

 Solve word problems about weight and capacity.  

 Key vocabulary  - heavier/heaviest, lighter/lighest, capacity,  weighing scales, balance, full, empty, 

compare, weight/weigh, measure, estimate.  



 

 

Religious Education (RE)   Core Knowledge   

Big Question:   Why is Easter the most important festival for Christians? 

What does salvation mean?  Salvation means to save. When Christians are talking 
about salvation, they mean when they have been saved by 
God – Jesus’s death healed the broken relationship 
between God and humans, caused by human sin.   

 

What is a disciple?  A disciple is a follower of Jesus.   
 
 
 

What is forgiveness?  ‘Letting go’ of bad things that others have done to us, 
either accidentally or on purpose.  

 

What does the Bible say about 
Palm Sunday – when Jesus entered 
Jerusalem.  

On Palm Sunday, Jesus sent two disciples to get a young 
colt for him to ride in on. He chose to ride on a donkey 
rather than a horse to show that he was humble, and he 
was there to value ordinary people, rather than the 
powerful. The crowd was excited to see him – they threw 
down their coats and palm leaves for the donkey to walk 
on. The people yelled ‘Hosanna’ which means ‘Save now’, 
because they believed that Jesus was the Messiah who 
would save them.  

See picture below. 

Tell me about Maunday Thursday  
- what happened during ‘The Last 
Supper’?  

This was when the ‘Last Supper’ happened – the last time 
that Jesus ate supper with his disciples. The night shows 
that Jesus was humble, and valued the poor and 
powerless. He washed his disciples feet, to show the 
importance of serving other people.  

 See picture below.  

What happened on Good Friday? 
Tell me about what the Bible says 
about the death of Jesus.   

Good Friday is the Friday before Easter day. Jesus stood 
trial before priests who didn’t like his message, and 
Pontius Pilate. Pilate didn’t find Jesus to do anything 
wrong, but he gave into pressure and sentenced Jesus to 
death to please the priests. Jesus was mocked (laughed at), 
beaten, and he was then crucified (put on a cross and 
killed). His body was taken to a tomb afterwards.   

Tell me about what Christians 
celebrate on Easter Sunday. What 
does the word resurrection mean?  

Easter is the most important festival to Christians, 
because they remember that Jesus saved them through his 
death. Different Gospels in the Bible tell slightly different 
stories – followers see visions of Jesus on the road, by the 
sea when his disciples are catching fish, eventually the 
disciples accept that Jesus is completely resurrected (he 
has come back to life).  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Geography    Core Knowledge  

What is a compass for? What are the four points on a 
compass?  

Compass shows direction, you can use it to find different areas within 
a country or give directions. North, South, East, West.  

Which continent is the United Kingdom in?  Europe 

What does ‘union’ mean? Why is our country called the 
‘United Kingdom’?   

Union means joined together. We are called the ‘United’ Kingdom 
because the UK is made up of four smaller nations joined together – 
Scotland, England, Wales and Northern Ireland.   

How many nations are in the United Kingdom? What 
are their names?  

There are four nations – England, Wales, Northern Ireland and 
Scotland. The Republic of Ireland is a different country, it is not in 
the United Kingdom.  

Look at the flags below – which flag belongs to which 
nation? Which flag is the Union Jack?  

 

Point to (locate) the four nations on the map below.   

What is the capital city of England? Tell me what you 
have learned about England.   

London 
Describe flag of England - story of St George.  
 Natural Features of England - Lake District, River Thames.  

What is the capital city of Scotland? Tell me what you 
have learned about Scotland.  

Edinburgh.  
Scottish culture – ceilidhs and bagpipes, kilts.  
Natural features – Ben Nevis, Loch Ness, Scottish islands, story of 
Loch Ness monster.  

What is the capital city of Northern Ireland? Tell me 
what you have learned about Northern Ireland 

Belfast.  
Natural Features of Northern Ireland - Mourne Mountains, Giant’s 
Causeway (and story of its creation).  

What is the capital city of Wales? Tell me what you 
have learned about Wales. 

Cardiff.  
Welsh culture – St David’s Day, Welsh is a language spoken but not 
by everyone.  
Natural Features of Wales – River Severn and Mount Snowden.  

 
 


