
Music at St Clement Danes 

 

Music is alive at St Clement Danes! We are passionate about music. Our children’s lives 
are culturally deepened and enriched by our extensive use of the school’s magical and 
unique setting in the heart of Covent Garden. 

Music brings our curriculum to life and is threaded through the life of the school.  Our 
specialist music teacher enables our children to foster an appreciation, understanding and 
enjoyment of a wide range of musical genre. The children are immersed in the knowledge 
and skills to develop as confident composers and performers of vocal, percussion and 
instrumental music.  Our children perform on the stage of the Royal Opera House 
annually as well as Covent Garden Piazza, The Royal Festival Hall, The Peacock Theatre 
and many other celebrated venues. 

Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. Our 
high-quality music education engages and inspires pupils to develop a love of music and 
their talent as musicians, and so increases their self-confidence, creativity and sense of 
achievement. As pupils progress, they develop a critical engagement with music, allowing 
them to compose, and to listen with discrimination. 

At St Clement Danes, we use a musical programme called ‘Charanga’ which provides 
engaging and exciting resources to support all the requirements of the National 
Curriculum. The Charanga scheme offers integrated, practical, exploratory and child-led 
approach to musical learning. The interrelated dimensions of music weave through the 
units to encourage the development of musical skills as the learning progresses through 
listening and appraising, differing musical activities (including creating and exploring) 
and performing. Each Unit of Work comprises strands of musical learning (which 
correspond with the National Curriculum for music): 

 Listening and Appraising 

 Musical Activities and Games 

 Singing 

 Playing instruments 

 Improvisation 

 Composition 

 Performing 

From Early Years, the development of children’s musical and cultural awareness supports 
their imagination and creativity. In Nursery and Reception, children are given regular 
opportunities to engage with, listen to, talk about, explore and play music. Children hear 
and respond to a rich variety of quality music. They frequently play instruments, sing 
and develop vocabulary for talking about music. 

The National Curriculum for Music aims to ensure that all pupils:  

 Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, 
styles and tradition, including the works of the great composers and musicians  



 Learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with 
others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology appropriately 
and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence  

 Understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including 
through the interrelated dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, 
structure and appropriate musical notations 

 

Every child at our school has the opportunity to learn to play a musical instrument and 
we provide extra musical activities at after school clubs, including performances with the 
school choir and our own orchestra.  Peripatetic teachers in guitar, piano, flute, clarinet, 
saxophone, drums and violin provide weekly lessons. Pupils are encouraged to take 
graded examinations and we are proud to celebrate our 100% pass rate with many pupils 
awarded merits and distinctions! 

The school has nurtured partnerships with a range of musical talent, including The 
Young Singers, an exciting youth choir that made its debut in a prestigious concert at the 
Royal Festival Hall.  The Young Singers took part in Berlioz’s Te Deum as well as the 
world premiere of Jonathan Dove’s Psalms for Leo. 

'I never thought I‘d be able to perform at The Royal Festival Hall as a singer on the stage with The 
Bach Choir and now I’ve done it! It made me feel more confident in my singing because before I 
was shy.'  Year 5 pupil 

 


