
Literacy-Task 1 
Context- Hidden Figures

To be able to comment on a text



Why do you 
think the title 
is Hidden 
Figures?



These women 
were role models 
because despite 
the discrimination 
they faced they 
were determined 
to think big. 



How efficient would 
your maths have to 
be for this job? Can 
you imagine if you 
got an answer wrong? 
Luckily getting 
things wrong helps us 
learn.



Why were the 
women always 
seen together?



Can you imagine 
this to be the 
case?
No, we don’t see 
this today but 
inequality, 
prejudice and 
racism still take 
place.



What 
repetitive 
phrase are 
we seeing 
through the 
book?

Why is it so 
effective?



They were 
chosen for being 
amazing 
mathematicians 
but still were 
discriminated 
against because 
of the colour of 
their skin.









Discussion Questions

Why should we remember the 
achievements of these women? 
How might the women have been 
feeling at different points in the 
story?
What were the times in the 
women’s lives when they had to 
prove themselves?
How are these women role models? 
What is your opinion of society 
then? 
Do you think things have changed?

Task 1: Have a conversation 
about these questions then 
write down your thoughts.

Task 1: Have a 
conversation about 

these questions then 
write down your 

thoughts.



Literacy-Task 2 
Context- Hidden Figures

To use ambitious vocabulary



aeronautics
engineer 
turbulence 
wind tunnel 
computer 
data 
segregated 
speed of sound 
sonic boom 
missiles 
bombers 
cosmonaut 
satellite 
orbit

Task 2: Use a dictionary to look 
up each of these words and 

phrases. Why would they have 
been important for our 

mathematicians to consider. 
Remember you might not find 
the correct definition for our 

topic straight away.
Speed of sound

Online dictionary

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z8d2mp3/revision/3
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/


Literacy-Task 3
Context- Hidden Figures

To be able to write a speech on how

you can be a positive role model 



Look at the following words: 
Principle, vision, integrity, courage, strength, determination, ingenuity, 
brilliance, endurance, generosity, cowardliness, stinginess, short-
sightedness, dishonesty, weakness, narrowness. 
When you grow up would you rather be a man/woman of courage or 
cowardliness? 
Why? Can you use some of these words to write a character description 
of Dorothy Vaughan?

One way we often describe impressive individuals is to use a noun (of) 
noun phrase e.g. a woman of integrity. 

Dorothy Vaughan was a woman of strength and integrity. She had a 
vision to exceed expectations despite the segregation and sexism that 
was everywhere. Dorothy, who worked long hours, was a woman of 
exceeding strength with a brilliance of mind 



Principle, vision, integrity, courage, strength, determination, 
ingenuity, brilliance, endurance, generosity, cowardliness, 
stinginess, short-sightedness, dishonesty, weakness, narrowness. 

Sort them into negative and positive words

Positive Negative



Task 3: Now write a 
speech about the type of 
person you would like to 

be when you grow up. 
Remember to use the 

vocabulary shared and 
include noun phrases.

This scaffold might be useful:-

In the future, I would…

Without a doubt, I will need to 
remember to…

In a fairer world,…



Literacy-Task 4
Context- Hidden Figures

To understand and use 

prefixes to change a word



Look at the prefixes un and in

They are followed by a root word and when they are use they change the 
meaning.

Look at the following words. Which prefix would you use?

justice    principled   fair   reliable   realistic    questionable  able   enthusiastic   
comprehensible  controllable   appealing   credible   correct   dependent    equal

Check by looking up the new words in the dictionary 



Mary Jackson was not allowed to study at 
Hampton High School in Virginia due to 
segregation. Write a persuasive letter to the 
judge in role as Mary Jackson asking for that 
situation to change.
Can you use in and un words in your letter? 
Explore how, if you are writing a formal 
letter advising the judge, we might use 
sentence openers such as e.g. I strongly urge 
you to change the law and support my 
application. This is an injustice! I suggest 
you...I recommend you...It is essential you... 
It is crucial you...I strongly urge you... 
Remember to link one point you are making 
to one sentence starter



Look at this model to help
Dear Judge_______,
My name is Mary Jackson and being a person of colour I am 
not allowed to be a pupil at Hampton High School . It is 
essential that you see that this would be the best school for 
me because I am an excellent mathematician and this will be 
my chosen career. 

I strongly urge that you understand that it is thoroughly 
unjust and incomprehensible that I can not go where I feel I 
will get the best education.

Introduce 
yourself

Strong 
sentence 
openers

Use of 
prefixes to 
make 
strong 
adjectives



Literacy-Task 5
Context- End of the school year

To understand and explain why you

should be so proud of yourself this year. 



Congratulate yourself on things 
you have managed to learn and 
achieve this year. How would you 
present this? Maybe write a 
speech, make a video or even 
make it into graphic novel text. It 
is your choice. 

You should be so proud of what 
you have come through. 
Sometimes we are too hard on 
ourselves and find it hard to be 
positive but this is your chance to 
blow your own trumpet and be 
well-pleased 


