
History at St Clement Danes 

 

At St Clement Danes we use our local environment to enrich learning about History. We 
have strong links with many of our neighbouring museums, with classes going out on 
visits and with outreach teachers from museums and galleries coming to visit our school. 
Not only do we visit the large museums such as the British Museum and the Victorian 
and Albert Museum but we also visit small local venues of historical significance such as 
Dr Johnson’s House, Sir John Soanes Museum and Benjamin Franklin House. 

In Early Years, children learn to talk about the lives of the people around them and their 
roles in society (such as police officers and firefighters). They ask and explore questions. 
They learn some similarities and differences between things in the past and now. Books 
and stories are used to help develop children’s understanding of the past (as children 
encounter past settings, characters and events). In Nursery and Reception, children listen 
to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems. These books build the 
children’s knowledge, enrich their vocabulary and foster their understanding of our 
diverse world.  

At Key Stage 1 children begin to develop an awareness of the past and the ways in which 
it is similar to and different to the present. They are helped to understand subject-specific 
vocabulary relating to the passing of time and they begin to develop an understanding of 
the key features of a range of different events and historical periods. 

Across Key Stage 2 our pupils are taught the essential chronology of Britain's history. We 
seek to make them aware that history takes many forms, including cultural, economic, 
military, political, religious and social history. Children are taught about key dates, events 
and significant individuals. They study local history and the ancient civilisations of 
Greece and Rome. 


