
Writing at St Clement Danes 

 

How do we teach Writing? 

From Early Years, writing involves transcription (spelling and handwriting) and 
composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech, before writing). 

Composition 
and Text 

 

Children at St Clement Danes love to write and we try to ensure that it 
is celebrated at every possible moment.  

We use a key text which will often have a meaningful link with other 
learning that the class is doing (for example in History or Geography). 
The carefully chosen texts are high quality books which reflect the 
diversity and realities of our children. The texts help the children to 
develop their emotional literacy and understanding of the world. 
Through these texts, the children develop writing in different genres, 
styles and develop their use of vocabulary, sentence structure and 
punctuation. Children in Year 1 to Year 6 build up to creating a final 
piece of writing (their ‘Hot Task’) with each book – where children are 
able to demonstrate what they can do independently and show the 
progress that they have made (the unit of learning will have begun with a 
‘Cold Task’ where teachers can assess each child’s starting point). 

Grammar, 
Punctuation 
and Spelling 

 

In Year 6, the KS2 SATs include a Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 
test. As a school we explicitly teach these through either short lesson 
starters or as whole English lessons.  
We follow a clear spelling programme using the Essential Letters and 
Sounds programme for EYFS and KS1.  For Years 2-5 we go on to use the 
Ruth Miskin 'Get Spelling' programme. This provides systematic 
exercises which enable the children to complete 10 minutes of spelling 3 
to 4 times a week, with a weekly spelling test on Friday. This relates to 
the spelling sound, pattern, prefix or suffix which has been taught in the 
week. Year 6 work through their own bespoke spelling programme. 
 

Handwriting At St Clement Danes we have high expectations for handwriting in all 
subjects. Handwriting is taught daily for 15 minutes. Pupils achieve 
‘Scribe Certificates’ and ‘Pen Licences’ when they are ready to use a pen.  

In the Early Years, we focus on developing children’s fine motor control 
and precision. This helps with hand-eye co-ordination, pencil grip, mark 
making and writing. In Reception the children are taught to form printed 
letters correctly.   
In Nursery and Reception, children are given repeated and varied 
opportunities to explore, play and practise with small activities, fiddly 
objects and tools. With feedback and support from adults, this allows 
children to develop proficiency, control and confidence. 

In Year 1 the children are encouraged to write on the line, begin to make 
their handwriting smaller, using finger spaces so that their work can be 
clearly read.  

https://essentiallettersandsounds.org/
https://essentiallettersandsounds.org/


In Year 1 and 2 the children who are ready are taught how to join up their 
writing and by the end of Year 2 it is expected that most children will be 
joining up in all their work. 

In Key Stage 2 the aim is for all children to be writing in a neat, cursive 
style. Children who achieve ‘Scribe’ status are awarded a ‘Pen Licence’ 
and are given their own pen. This is something that we expect all pupils 
to achieve by the end of Year 3. 

 


