
Spoken Language and Drama at St Clement Danes 

 

How and why do we teach Spoken Language and Drama? 

The development of children’s spoken language underpins all areas of learning and 
development. From Early Years, children’s back-and-forth interactions form the 
foundations for language and cognitive development.  

In our language-rich Early Years environment, we ensure that children have many high 
quality conversations with adults and peers throughout the day. Our staff build 
children's language in many and varied ways, including: 
 

- Adults comment on what children are interested in or on what they’re doing 
- Adults echo back what children say, with new vocabulary added 
- Adults read frequently to children, engaging them actively in stories, non-fiction, rhymes and 

poems 
- Children are provided with extensive opportunities to use and embed new words in a range of 

contexts 
- Through conversation, story-telling and role play, children share their ideas 
- Adults support and model language use 
- Adults sensitively question children, inviting them to elaborate so that children become 

comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary and language structures 

In KS1 and KS2 high quality talk and developing children’s spoken language (across the 
whole curriculum) continues to play a vital role in improving children’s cognitive, 
social and linguistic skills. Spoken language underpins the development of reading and 

writing. Pupils use spoken language to explain their understanding and to prepare their 

ideas before they write. Children are taught to actively listen. We teach pupils to 
listening and to speak fluently so that they can communicate their ideas and emotions 
with others.  

In class we build children’s vocabulary and encourage them to speak audibly and 
fluently and using Standard English. Children are taught the conventions of taking part 
in discussions and debates where they articulate and justify views. Children are given 
opportunities to develop their speaking and performance skills in a range of contexts 
including regular school assemblies. 

All pupils across the whole school are enabled to participate in and gain knowledge, 
skills and understanding associated with the artistic practice of drama.  

Drama is used across the curriculum as a way of encouraging children to discuss and 
explore social, personal and other issues. It is also an excellent way for children to 
present their learning and articulate their understanding of ‘key takeaways’. 

At St Clement Danes we have a long-standing tradition of performance and we foster a 
love of drama throughout the school from Nursery class to Year 6! The school bursts 
with creative children who love to take part in performances and drama projects. 
Children are given lots of opportunities to take on, create and improvise in a range of 
roles. They develop skills in rehearsing, refining and sharing performances.  

Our children are given many and frequent opportunities to work with professional 
music and drama groups. For example KS2 classes take part in the Primary Shakespeare 
Project and Year 6 have worked with the Rambert Dance Company.  



We have many high quality school performances and drama projects throughout the 
year including our annual Poetry Recital (where each year every class learns to recite a 
piece of high quality performance poetry off-by-heart), projects with the Primary 
Shakespeare and Iris theatre companies, as well as performing at the traditional annual 
Oranges and Lemons Festival and our spectacular whole-school show at the Royal 
Opera House or Peacock Theatre – where every child from Nursery to Year 6 performs 
on the West End stage every Summer! 

We make the most of our school’s incredible location in the heart of Covent Garden’s 
Theatreland; regular theatre trips are a feature of life for pupils at St Clement Danes 
and a valuable way of enriching the curriculum. These trips range from Shakespeare at 
The Globe to the 'The Lion King' at the Lyceum! Through these rich experiences, 
children develop great skill in responding thoughtfully to drama and theatre 
performances. 

 

 


