
Reading at St Clement Danes 
 

How do we teach Reading? 

We teach both language comprehension and word reading.  

Our teaching of language comprehension (necessary for both reading and writing) begins in 
Nursery when adults talk with children about the world around them and the books (stories 
and non-fiction), rhymes, poems and songs that they read and enjoy with them.  

We teach skilled word reading, using a systematic synthetic phonics programme, enabling 
children to decode (speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words) 
and to quickly recognise familiar printed words. 

At St Clement Danes, children develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both 
pleasure and information. 

 

Phonics 

 

We begin a structured Phonics programme in Reception using the Essential 
Letters and Sounds programme. Learning begins with Phase 1 in Nursery. 
Children learn that our alphabetical system has 44 phonemes (sounds) and 
throughout Reception and Key Stage One they learn how to represent these 
sounds with different graphemes (the way the letter is written). Children learn 
how to blend and segment these sounds to read and write. This consistent 
approach to phonics enables the children to access many books and prepare them 
for the Phonics Test which occurs at the end of Year 1. This test is also repeated 
for Year 2 children who were unable to reach the pass mark. 

Alongside this the children learn ‘Harder to Read and Spell’ (HRS) words for 
their year group. These are usually words which cannot be spelt phonically. 

In Key Stage Two, if children still struggle with reading then the phonics 
programme will continue as necessary. 

Guided 
Reading 

 

In Reception and Key Stage 1 children read at least weekly to a teacher and 
sometimes with a teaching assistant using some of our wonderful reading 
resources. Children’s books (including Oxford Reading Tree’s ‘Word Sparks’ 
books) are carefully chosen to match the sounds which children have already 
been taught in their Phonics lessons. 

In the latter half of Year 2 and in Key Stage 2 children have daily whole-class 
reading lessons, either working through a key text, short stories or extracts (we 
use texts from high-quality resources such as Comprehension Ninja). 

Learning will focus on developing skills such as skimming and scanning the text 
to retrieve answers, finding the meaning of words, deducing and inferring what 
is happening in the story. While class reading is taking place, other children in 
the class may be reading with a teaching assistant or take part in a Reading 
Intervention session. 

 

https://essentiallettersandsounds.org/
https://essentiallettersandsounds.org/

