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                                St Clement Danes CE Primary School   

 

            ‘Providing an anchor in life, so that all may have life and have it to the full’  

(cf. John 10:10b)  

  

Over 300 years ago, the Christian founders of St Clement Danes School were moved and inspired to 

offer free education to the children of Covent Garden, based on the life and teaching of Jesus Christ. 

That vision, inclusive of all, continues to guide us.   

The Christian vision of life reaches into every facet of life, and we seek to live out this vision each 

day: in class, in our collective worship and in all our relationships. Our school vision forms the 

framework around which we build our school. It enables our children to flourish in body, heart, mind 

and soul.  

Our School Christian Values are:   

 Wisdom - The wise builder   

 Endurance – The persistent widow   

 Friendship – The paralysed man   

 Forgiveness – The lost sheep   

 Thankfulness – The parable of the thankful leper   

 Service – The Good Samaritan   

We strive to:  

 Stimulate and challenge every child, in every lesson, every day - through excellent teaching 

and a vibrant, creative curriculum, reflecting the fact that every child is made in the image of 

God.   

 Ensure everyone achieves their full potential and uncovers their talents in a safe environment, 

because every child is important to God.   

 Give children a proper voice in their education and listen to that voice, helping them to 

understand their rights and responsibilities as confident citizens of the future, because every 

child’s voice matters to God.   

 Foster the spiritual, moral and physical development of our children within a caring Christian 

community, for caring reflects God’s love for us.   

 Work in partnership with parents and carers, celebrating our community's rich cultural 

diversity, because community is central to the Christian vision.   

Our vision enables every member of our diverse community to grow and thrive.  Through our vision 

we develop happy, resourceful children who achieve their very best and recognise their unique value 

in the world.   
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ST CLEMENT DANES CE SCHOOL 

 

COLLECTIVE WORSHIP POLICY 

 

 

Our school vision is to ‘provide an anchor in life, so that all may have life and have it to the full’.  

 

We believe that a key part of living out this vision is the spiritual development of children and adults 

through reflection, discussion and harnessing curiosity, as well as through our prayer and Collective 

Worship.  

 

The Christian vision of life reaches into every facet of our life and we seek to live out this vision 

every day. Our Collective Worship is the principal means by which this is expressed at St Clement 

Danes CE Primary School.  

 

Rationale 

 

We provide all children with a meaningful daily act of worship, which is in accordance with the 

school’s ethos and legal requirements.  

 

 

Aims of Collective Worship: 

 

 Provide pupils with an opportunity to worship God and provide an understanding of Christian 

life and worship which may, if the pupil chooses, form the basis of an adult faith. 

 Give pupils experience of broadly Christian acts of worship within an Anglican framework, 

developing knowledge of parables, stories, traditions, festivals, worship and teaching. 

 Create an experience which promotes thought and reflection where pupils have the 

opportunity to consider spiritual and moral issues in life experiences. 

 Provide a breathing space in the busy whirl of school activity where there is a time to reflect 

in an atmosphere of peace and tranquility.  

 Give pupils the opportunity to reflect upon and explore their own beliefs and develop a 

personal response to the fundamental questions of life. 

 Be distinguishable from everyday activities of the school. 

 Be an opportunity to respect the integrity and dignity of pupils and staff and celebrate 

diversity in society. 

 Be appropriate to pupils’ needs and interests and encourage their participation and response. 

 Foster a sense of community, promote a common ethos and celebrate the life and work of the 

school, enabling pupils to develop feelings such as awe, wonder, reverence and respect. 

 Develop a sense of Christian morality. 

 

 

 

Our Worship 

 

Our Collective Worship is at the heart of our school. The Christian character of our school is 

reflected in our regular worship and in the signs and symbols that are seen around our school; these 
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include the cross, icon and school prayer book in our hall; the crucifix in our main entrance area and 

prayer tables and hand painted crosses from Latin America in each classroom.  

 

We believe that it is important to come together as a whole school to celebrate, discuss, share and 

think and also to praise, worship and pray together. Our daily act of Collective Worship fosters a vital 

feeling of togetherness, enables all staff and children to hear and work towards the same aims and 

ideas and bring the community together in Christian worship. Our Collective Worship is one of the 

key ways in which we share and promote our school’s Christian vision and values and encourage 

children and adults in our school community to bring these to life in our school and wider 

community. 

 

Our act of Collective Worship is the central part of the day at St Clement Danes. There are usually 

four elements to each act of worship: 

 gathering - where we come together in the hall and church, preparing for worship through 

silence, listening to a music or reflecting on a question or image. 

 engagement – where we engage with, discuss and think about an idea or story, based in 

Biblical text or teaching. This may include drama, story-telling, music, images, questions, 

talking to each other or other methods of capturing the imagination of the children and adults. 

 reflection or response – a period of silence, reflection and/or prayer, where children and 

adults are invited to think about what they have heard or learnt and to join in prayer if they 

wish to. 

 sending out – where everyone is dismissed from the hall or church, again to music, with a 

message to take out with them for the rest of the day and beyond. There is an expectation that 

adults in our school will refer back and make links to our collective worship themes or 

messages at other times and across he curriculum where relevant. 

 

All of our worship is Christian, following the traditions of the Church of England. We regularly sing 

a hymn as part of our act of worship as we believe this is an important part of praising God. We pray 

together every day as part of each act of Collective Worship: sometimes the Lord’s Prayer or the 

school prayer.  

 

Collective Worship take many forms and is led by different people and groups, including groups of 

children, different members of staff and the Rector of St Paul’s Church.  

Collective Worship may include music, drama, discussion, questions, Bible stories, other stories, 

poetry, facts, pictures and icons to introduce new ideas and to get everyone involved and thinking. 

We make Collective Worship interactive, inclusive and inspiring as possible and make sure that both 

children of all ages and staff members are engaged and have something to reflect on.  

All teaching staff are expected to attend Collective Worship and, if necessary, to discuss and agree 

any occasional alternative arrangements with the headteacher beforehand. Parents are invited to 

attend selected assemblies, especially when their children are involved. Governors are also welcome 

to attend. 

The headteacher and the Rector of St Paul’s Church work together closely to plan and organise  

Collective Worship and the theme for each term. The term’s Collective Worship plan is shared with 

all staff. The school works closely the London Diocesan Board for Schools and follows their Cycle of 

Collective Worship.  

 

Eucharist is celebrated in St Paul’s Church on a termly basis. Key Stage 2 pupils attend this service 

and Year 6 pupils serve on the altar. The school’s act of worship regularly takes place in Church, 

often linked with the Church’s festivals.  
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Worship take place in church linked to key points in the Christian calendar. Children play important 

roles in these services singing, reading and sharing their writing and prayers. 

 

The main services that take place in our three local parishes are:  

 

 Harvest Service at St Paul’s Church, October 

 Christmas Service alternating at St Mary le Strand Church and St Paul’s Church  

 Traditional Annual Oranges and Lemons service at St Clement Danes Church  

 Year 6 Leavers’ Service at St Clement Danes Church  

 

There are close links with our local churches and some families who attend the school are 

parishioners at the church. Families are warmly invited to the school Eucharist services and all other 

services. They are also invited to services such as the St Paul’s Harvest service and Community carol 

service.  

 

The school participates in Worship with our local community, for example through the Year 6 

leavers’ service at the local deanery as well as the St Paul’s Cathedral LDBS Schools’ service.  

 

Collective Worship are monitored by the headteacher who reports to the clergy at St Paul’s Church  

and the Governing Body. Children’s views of our worship are sought in annual pupil consultations 

and via the School Council. These views feed back into the planning of Collective Worship. 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

By offering a wide variety of Collective Worship we hope to enrich the spiritual lives of our pupils. 

 

 

 

Last Review Date:  June 2020 

 

Next Review Date:  June 2023 

 

https://www.st-clementdanes.westminster.sch.uk/341/latest-blogs/post/83/harvest-at-st-mary-le-strand
https://www.st-clementdanes.westminster.sch.uk/341/latest-blogs/post/104/oranges-and-lemons

