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YEAR 4  NEWSLETTER 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
Despite the challenges presented by lockdown, I continue to be inspired and impressed by your children’s hard work and 
resilience.  Thank you so much for your support with their learning, and for sending me their work. I am very much looking 
forward to the day when I can see you and your children again in person.  
 

This 
term’s 
subjects.  

English: poetry (focusing on John Masefield’s ‘Sea Fever’), followed by newspaper report writing (using Ted 
Hughes’ ‘The Iron Man’).  
Maths. Number: Multiplication and Division.   
Science: Sound and Electricity.  
Art: Sculpture 
Music: ‘Music from around the world’.  
Computing: Computer programming and debugging. 
Spanish: revising prior content; dates and times.   
Religious Education: Hinduism.  

Online 
learning  

Task sheet. As you have already read in Miss Coxhead’s letter, each class is provided with a ‘Weekly Task Sheet’. 
This gives you a broad overview of what subjects they will be learning that week.  
 
The lessons. Each day on Google Classroom your children will be assigned one English lesson, one Maths lesson, 
and one ‘afternoon lesson’ from another subject. These lessons are all on the ‘Classwork’ tab of Google 
Classroom. The afternoon lessons will comprise of one hour of Religious Education, two hours of Science, and 
two hours alternating between the other subjects (Spanish, PSHCE, Music, Art, and Computing) each week.  

  Other tasks. We have also told the children to:  

1. Learn ten set spellings every week, and test themselves on Spelling Frame. If it helps with motivation, 
remind the children that I can see whenever they have practised, and that there is a class leader board.  

2. Complete their spelling sentences – they should look up the definitions of each of their spellings if they 
do not already know (this can just be done on google by searching ‘define’ + the spelling). They then 
write a sentence for each spelling using the spelling word.  

3. Focus on learning a different times table each week.  

4. Ensure that they are reading for at least fifteen minutes every day.  

5. Complete reading comprehension exercises on a website called Readtheory. I will introduce this to the 
class next week. 

How have 
the lessons 
been 
designed?  
 
 

As far as possible, I have planned the lessons in the same way that I would plan their in school work (if you’re 
interested, see this great summary of ‘Rosenshine’s Principles of Instruction’ about how teachers use cognitive 
science to help their students’ progress). I have had to make some adaptations for home learning.   

 Accessibility. I have tried, as far as I can, to keep the lessons accessible. The children should not need to 
print anything. All work can be completed on paper, they can take a picture of what they have done and 
send it to me for feedback at year4@stcd.co.uk.  

 Using modelled examples. I have included videos in the Maths and English PowerPoints related to the task 
that the children are about to complete. The children should watch these worked examples before they 
attempt tasks independently.  

 Immediate feedback. Tasks or questions in the powerpoint might be followed by a teacher demonstration of 
the task that your child has just completed. This will allow your child to see what a ‘successful answer’ 
looks like. I will also give comments on work submitted to me.  

 ‘Chunked down’ learning. My aim is to streamline explanations in the videos, and to provide frequent 
opportunities for the children to pause and interact with the content. This should help them focus on the 
work.  

 Recapping prior learning and quizzing. Where relevant, I will start each lesson with a brief recap, or a quiz 
related to what we have learned previously. Frequent testing and recaps will help improve their long term 
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memory (google ‘Ebbinghaus Forgetting curve’ to see the positive effects of low-stress, frequent pop 
quizzes on memory). 

Year 4 
Learning 
Targets  

Maths:  

 11 and 12 times tables. 

 Multiply 3 numbers. 

 Factor pairs. 

 Efficient multiplication.  

 Written methods. 

 Multiply 2 digits by one digit. 

 Multiply 3 digits by 1 digit. 

 Divide 2 digits by 1 digit. 

 Divide 3 digits by 1 digit. 

 Correspondence problems. 

English 

 To write a range of narratives and nonfiction pieces using a consistent and appropriate structure.  

 To proof-read confidently and amend their own and others’ writing, e.g. adding in nouns/pronouns to 
avoid repetition, recognising where verbs and subjects do not agree or lapses in tense.  

 To consistently organise their writing into paragraphs around a theme. 

 To maintain an accurate tense throughout a piece of writing. 

 To use the full range of punctuation from previous year groups. 

 To use all the necessary punctuation in direct speech mostly accurately. 

 To use apostrophes for singular and plural possession with increasing confidence. 

 To expand noun phrases regularly with the addition of modifying adjectives and prepositional phrases, 
e.g. ‘the strict teacher with curly hair’. 

 To spell all of the Year 3 and 4 statutory spelling words correctly. 

 To consistently use a neat, joined handwriting style, with appropriate spacing and with downward 
strokes parallel. 

 To spell most of the Y3 & Y4 suggested homophones correctly.  

Science  
Sound 
Pupils should be able to:  

 Identify how sounds are made, associating them with vibrations.  

 Recognise that vibrations from a sound travel to the ear. 

 Understand the concepts of pitch, volume and amplitude.  

 Understand the relationship between the volume of a sound and the strength of the vibrations that 
produced it. 

 Recognise that sounds get fainter as the distance from the sound source increases. 

Electricity  
Pupils should be taught to:  

 Identify common appliances that run on electricity. 

 Construct a simple series electrical circuit, identifying and naming its basic parts, including cells, wires, 
bulbs, switches and buzzers. 

 Identify whether or not a lamp will light in a simple series circuit, based on whether or not the lamp is 
part of a complete loop with a battery. 

 Recognise that a switch opens and closes a circuit and associate this with whether or not a lamp lights in 
a simple series circuit. 

 Recognise some common conductors and insulators, and associate metals with being good conductors. 
 
Spellings 

 We will be focusing on the year 4 statutory spellings (see https://stclements-
pri.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Y3-Y4-statutory-spellings.pdf?ts=1601928060).  

Suggested 
timetable  

This is a suggested timetable for the day – of course please do whatever suits you and your family.  
9:00 Login to Google Classroom and check your lessons for the day.  
9:10 Google Meet with Class Teacher.  
9:15 – 10:15 Maths.  
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10:15 – 10:35 Daily spelling practice / spelling sentences.  
10:35 – 11:00 Break 
11:00 – 12:00 English 
12:00 – 12:15 Times table practice.  
12:15 – 1:00 Lunch and play.  
1:00- 1:10 Moment of calm (https://www.st-clementdanes.westminster.sch.uk/341/latest-blogs/post/930/moment-
of-calm)  
1:10 – 2:10 Afternoon lesson.  
2:10 – 2:30 Comprehension exercise.   
2:30 – 3:00 Independent reading – children may find it helpful to read aloud.  
3:00 Google Meet with Class Teacher.  
3:10 End of the school day.  

SEND 
support  

Our Inclusion Leader Ms Francis can be contacted via office@stcd.co.uk 

Online 
safety  

Please remember to remind your children to use the internet safely. Please always check the websites before 
letting your child use them; some of the content may change. 

What 
work 
should I 
prioritize?  
 

This is a very stressful time for many, and I am aware that you will be facing multiple pressures and demands on 
your time. I have tried to design the lessons to make your children as independent as possible.  
 
I have set a lot of work. This is so that they always have ‘something to be getting on with’ if they are stuck / 
waiting for my help on a particular task. However, the last thing I want is for your child to feel nervous about 
their schoolwork. If your child cannot complete all the tasks, we can discuss an individual plan. I would 
appreciate feedback on the amount of work/difficulty of work in each subject.  
 
The crucial tasks are daily reading, the Maths lesson, and some form of writing. This will provide a solid 
foundation for their return to school.   
 
A final plug for daily reading – the amount that a child reads is one of the greatest predictors of how well they 
will do in primary school, their GCSE results, and even of the amount that they will earn as an adult! Just because 
a child can ‘sound out’ the words on the page, it does not mean that they understand what they are reading, and 
the only way to improve both comprehension and ‘sounding out’ is regular sustained practice. In my experience, 
some children stop regular reading at this age, which causes problems down the line in secondary school – see 
https://www.tes.com/news/revealed-word-gap-between-primary-and-secondary.  

How can I 
motivate 
my child?  
 

This class is very motivated. But there will be sometimes where they flag, just as they would in a normal school 
term.  

 The twice daily meet ups on Google Classroom should help create a feeling of community in the class, 
and draw a clear boundary between the school day and free time.   

 We can have meetings to discuss how to support and motivate your child.  

 I recommend the ‘little and often’ approach. Please feel free to alter the tasks, or tell your children to skip 
certain tasks if you think that they are not suitable – this is what I would do if I was teaching your child 
in person.  

  Setting timers can be very helpful - seeing the timer can help maintain motivation.  

  Breaking up the day into small, achievable goals will help your child to maintain focus. It might help 
your child to set a timer for thirty minutes on your phone, after which they can take a fifteen-minute 
break before resuming their work.  

 You could arrange ‘work zoom meet ups’ with other children in the class. Often the children find the 
social element of lessons the most interesting, discussing the work and ideas. I’d recommend keeping this 
to just one other child, and think about who your child might work best with.  

 Time outside and lots of running around/exercise is very helpful, especially if your child is suffering 
from screen fatigue.  

 I am available to check in with your child in the school day to help cheer them on.  

Contacting 
me  
 

 I am contactable during school hours on the class email where I can answer any questions or arrange a 
phone call with you.  

 Please do contact me if you have any queries or problems, to chat about your child’s school work or 
welfare.  

 
With many thanks for all your support, 
Kind regards,  
Miss Foxton 
Year 4 Class Teacher   
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