
St Clement Danes Primary School 

Art Curriculum – Progression of Skills and Knowledge 
 

 

 

 KS1 KS2 
Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 
Drawing  

 
Explores shading, using 
different media 
 
Draws familiar things 
from different 
viewpoints  
 
Uses line, tone and shade 
to represent things seen, 
remembered or imagined 
 
Controls a pencil 
 
Produces a growing 
range of patterns and 
textures with a single 
pencil 
 
Develops a range of  
tones using a single 
pencil 
 
 
 

 
Produces an expanding 
range of patterns and 
textures that replicate 
those in the real world 
 
Works from direct 
observation and 
imagination 
 
Uses a sketchbook and 
has an increasing 
knowledge of media 
potential 
 
Uses a range of drawing 
media in  
different ways: hatching, 
scribble, stippling, blending, 
etc. 
 
Solidly infills shapes 
using coloured pencils, 
pastels, etc. 
 
Looks at and talks about 
their own work and that 
of other artists (eg. Van 
Gogh, Seurat) 
 
 

 
Experiments with line, 
tone and shade 
 
Effectively uses a 
range of materials to 
produce line, tone and 
shade 
 
Controls a pencil with 
increasing confidence 
 
Produces a wide range 
of patterns and 
textures 
 
Develops confidence in 
working from 
observation and 
imagination 
 
Uses a sketchbook to 
record explorations and 
experimentations with 
different media 
 

 
Uses a sketchbook to 
plan and develop ideas 
 
Solidly infills shapes 
with colour pencils and 
can produce a range of 
tones with each 
 
Expresses different 
feelings through 
drawing 
 
Develops a range of 
tones using a single 
pencil 
 
Selects appropriate 
media and techniques to 
achieve a specific 
outcome 
 
Using appropriate 
language 
 
Looks at and discusses 
about their own work 
and that of other artists 
(eg. Durer, Da Vinci, 
Cezanne, etc.)  

 
Produces a growing range of 
patterns and textures with a 
single pencil 
 
Produces an expanding range 
of patterns and textures that  
replicate those in the real 
world 
 
Works from direct 
observation and imagination 
 
Uses a sketch book and has 
an increasing knowledge of  
media potential 
 
Uses a range of drawing 
media in different ways: 
hatching, scribble, stippling, 
blending, etc. 
 
Can solidly infill shapes 
using colour pencils, pastels, 
etc. and is experienced in 
using soft pastels and oil 
pastels to create a range of 
tones 
 
Practises working in 
different ways and 
on a variety of different 
coloured and shaped paper 
  
 
Uses language appropriate to 
media 

 
Looks at and talks about 
my own work and that 
of other artists (eg. Van 
Gogh, Seurat) 
 
Processes, adapts and 
changes ideas for end 
pieces 
 
Develops their own style 
using explorations and 
experimentations from 
sketchbooks 
 
Creates drawings with 
tonal contrast 
 
Uses drawing as part of  
mixed-media work 
 
Researches required 
information to help 
improve and inform 
work 
 
Develops knowledge of 
and demonstrates 
effective use of elements 
(line, tone, pattern, 
texture, etc.) 
 
 
Colour mixes with 
coloured pencils and 
uses a wide tonal range 
within their work 
 
Uses appropriate 
language for skills and 
techniques 
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 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 
Painting 

 
Works in different 
consistencies 
 
Represents things 
observed, remembered or 
imagined, using 
colour/tools 
 
Begins to use and 
develop knowledge of  
different types of brushes 
and how they are used 
for specific purposes 
 
Uses media correctly: 
methodology in using 
paint 
 
Mixes a widening range 
of secondary colours, 
moving towards 
predicting resulting 
colours 
 
Begins to explore the 
relationship between 
colour and moods / 
feelings 
 

  
Uses colour and marks to 
express mood 
 
Explores colour 
matching, replicating 
patterns and textures 
around them 
 
Develops a supportive 
sketch book technique 
 
Uses the brush to create a 
wide range of marks that 
are being used in their 
work 
 
Uses language 
appropriate to tasks and 
media 
 
Develops skill in 
working in different 
ways with a range of 
paper types 
 
Looks at and discuss 
their own work and that 
of other artists (eg. 
Klimt, Marc, Klee, 
Hockney) 

 
Explores the effect on 
paint of adding 
materials, eg water, 
glue, sand, sawdust 
 
Uses primary and 
secondary colours with 
the addition of black 
and white and other 
hues 
 
Organises own 
working area and clears 
away 
 
Uses media and 
equipment correctly 
and with increasing 
confidence 
 
Mixes and matches 
colours where 
appropriate 
 
Predicts colour mixing 
results with increasing 
accuracy 
 

 
Uses a sketchbook to 
store information on 
colour mixing, brush 
marks, etc 
 
Develops increasing 
knowledge in the colour 
wheel 
 
Lightens and darkens 
with the use of black 
and white 
 
Uses a brush to produce 
marks appropriate for 
work 
 
Constructs imaginative 
work, selecting source 
material as appropriate 
 
Selects and works from 
direct observation 
 
Creates different effects 
by using a variety of 
tools and techniques 
such as dots, scratches 
and splashes 
 
Uses language 
appropriate to skill 
 
Discusses their own 
work and that of other 
artists 

 
Uses different methods, 
colour and a variety of tools 
and techniques to express 
mood 
 
Investigates symbols, shapes, 
form and composition  
 
Organises their own working 
area including setting out and 
clearing away 
 
Mixes and matches colour 
accurately, using sketchbooks 
to support work, try out 
ideas, plan colours, etc. 
 
Demonstrates knowledge and 
understanding of 
complementary colours in 
works 
 
Uses hues and tints with 
effect 
 
Replicates patterns, colours 
and textures in their work 
 
Confident in working from 
direct observation and 
imagination 
 
Begins to use different kinds 
of paints 
 
Uses language appropriate to 
skill and technique 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Uses a sketchbook to 
record and store 
information as 
appropriate 
 
Begins to use simple 
perspective in their 
paintings/compositions 
 
Begins to develop their 
own style 
 
Uses mixed-media 
experimentations in 
their work (eg. working 
on a surface made up of 
torn pasted pieces, 
working on cardboard, 
involving biros and 
coloured pencils) 
 
Begins to study natural 
objects using 
observation: a still life 
 
Demonstrates an 
understanding of the 
relationships between 
colours and how to use 
colours effectively  
 
Able to discuss and 
evaluate own work and 
that of others (e.g. 
Matisse, Lowry, 
Magritte, Rothko, 
Rivera, O’Keefe, etc.) 
 
Knows about key artists 
and begins to place them 
into movements, with 
historical awareness 
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 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
 
3D 
Work 
 

Sculpture, 
Clay, 
Ceramics, 
Metal work 
etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Creates texture using 
rigid and plastic 
materials and a variety of 
tools 
 
Uses stimuli to create 
simple 3D images using a 
variety of tools and 
materials 
 
Recreates 2D images in a 
3D piece of artwork (eg 
the houses of the three 
little pigs) 
 
Uses equipment in a 
correct and safe way 
 
Shapes and forms from 
direct observation or 
imagination 

 
Joins materials together 
with confidence 
 
Explores and develops 
skill in using a range of 
decorative techniques: 
applied, impressed, 
painted, etc. 
 
Uses different techniques 
e.g. pinch, coil to produce 
an end piece 
 
Develops experience in 
using simple tools for 
shaping, mark making, 
etc. 
 
Constructs with a 
purpose using found junk 
materials 
 
Replicates patterns and 
textures in a 3-D form 
 
Looks at and discuss 
their own work and that 
of other sculptors (eg. 
Moore, African, Native 
American) 
 

 
Demonstrates an 
awareness of texture, 
form and shape by 
recreating an image in 
3D form 
 
Begins to look at colour 
and pattern in 3D 
structures, transferring 
the knowledge to their 
own work 
 
Uses the equipment 
and media with 
increasing confidence 
 
Shapes, forms, models 
and constructs from 
observation and / or 
imagination 
 

 
Develops experience 
and skill in the process 
of creating (eg. a 
mosaic/pot/wire 
sculpture etc.) 
 
Plans and develops 
ideas in sketchbooks 
and makes informed 
choices about media 
 
Develops experience 
and skill in creating 
surface patterns / 
textures 
 
Works safely, to 
organise the working 
area and clear away 
 
Discusses their own 
work and work of other 
sculptors (eg. 
Hepworth, Arp, 
Nevelson, Gabo, etc) 

 
Explores how stimuli can be 
used as a starting point for 
3D work with a particular 
focus on form, shape, pattern, 
texture, colour 
 
Looks at 3D work from a 
variety of genres and cultures 
and develops own response 
through experimentation 
 
Recreates images in 2D and 
3D, looking at one area of 
experience, e.g. recreate a 
landscape painting, focus on 
textures 
 
Creates and uses a 
sketchbook to inform, plan 
and develop ideas 
 
Shapes, forms, models and 
joins with confidence 
 
Produces more intricate 
patterns and textures 
 
Works directly from 
observation or imagination 
with confidence 
 
Uses language appropriate to 
skill and technique 
 
Works safely, organises the 
working area and clears away 
 

 

 
Takes into account the 
properties of media 
being used 
 
Discusses and evaluates 
own work and that of 
other sculptors (eg. 
Calder, Segal, Leach, 
recycled sculptures from 
Africa and India, 
Giacometti, Frink, Balla, 
Andre, etc.) 
 
Experiments with a 
variety of media / 
mixed media sculptures 
 
Develops awareness of 
form, shape and space in 
the world around them 
 
Works safely, organises 
the working area and 
clears away. 
 
Uses a sketchbook to 
inform, plan and 
develop ideas - 
aware of the effect of 
time, etc. upon 
sculptures 
 
Recognises sculptural 
forms in the 
environment: furniture, 
buildings, etc. 
 
Compares different 
styles and approaches 
(eg. Moore and Aztec, 
etc) 
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 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
 
Collage 

 
Develops skills of 
overlapping and 
overlaying 
 
 

 
Develops awareness of 
contrasts in texture and 
colour 
 
Experiments with 
creating mood, feeling, 
movement and areas of 
interest 
 

 
Uses the natural 
environment or 
townscapes as a 
stimulus for work 
 
Selects and uses 
materials to achieve a 
specific outcome 
 

 
Uses collage to interpret 
stories, music, poems 
and other stimuli 

 
Embellishes, using a variety 
of techniques, including 
drawing, painting and 
printing 
 
 

 
Develops skills in 
embellishing, using 
more advanced stitching 
and appliqué techniques 
 

 

Photogra
-phy 

 
Alters images through 
collage, jigsaws, positive 
and negative shapes 
 
Explores cameras and a 
variety of functions, 
lenses - cameras, 
telescopes, binoculars 

 
Becomes aware of the use 
of lenses and their effects 
on images 
 
Develops an awareness 
of scale, perspective, 
movement and colour in 
photography 

 
Learns about the 
changes in 
photography and 
camera devices over 
time 
 
Studies iconic 
photographs and their 
context, identifying 
their use of lighting 
and art elements 

 
Experiences the effect 
of light and 
magnification on 
transparencies 
 
Explores creative slide-
making (eg. using felt 
pens, feathers, gauzes 
and food dyes) 
 

 
Forms an awareness of 
processes by which 
photographs and slides are 
developed  
 
Creates a flick book to give 
the impression of movement  

 
Develops an 
understanding that 
camcorders and videos 
are forms of 
photography and the 
principles of how they 
work 
 
Uses a view-finder to 
focus on small areas 
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 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
 
Textiles 

 
Weaves paper, 
progressing from one to 
two colours 
 
Able to discriminate 
between materials 
 
Creates prints on fabrics 
 

 
Develops skills in the 
process of fabric 
decoration – simple 
batik, tie dye and 
printing 
 
Uses paper and fabric to 
create a collage with 
purposeful effect 
 
Uses appropriate 
language to describe, 
colours, media, 
equipment, textures 
 
Begins to identify and 
describe the different 
forms textiles take: 
clothes, furnishing, 
decoration, etc. 

 
Is able to sew simple 
stitches. Is able to use 
simple stitching 
technique- uses a long 
needle to make straight 
stitches 
 
Uses contrasting 
colours in stitching and 
weaving 
 
 
 

 
Develops ideas in a 
sketchbook 
 
Uses a range of 
different threads, 
strings, materials with 
purpose and increasing 
skill  
 
Uses language 
appropriate to a skill 
 
Thoughtfully discusses 
and compares own 
work and that of others: 
(eg. textiles around 
school, from the home, 
from other countries, 
etc) 

 
Dyes fabrics using tie-dye, 
batik etc.  
 
Develops an awareness of the 
natural environment through 
colour matching  
 
Uses plaiting, pinning, 
stapling, stitching and 
sewing techniques 
 
Develops ideas from 
observational work using 
sketchbook 
 
Creates collage work 
 
Develops awareness of the 
different types of fabrics 
 
Identifies, compare and has 
basic knowledge of fabrics 
from other countries 
 

 
Develops an awareness 
of the different purposes 
of textiles and their 
construction: natural / 
man-made 
 
Combines techniques to 
produce end piece: (eg. 
embroidery over tie-dye, 
etc.) 
 
Plans a design in a 
sketchbook 
 
Produces a two-coloured 
tie-dye. 
 
Discusses and evaluates 
their own work and that 
of others (eg. African 
tie-dye) 
 
Recognises different 
forms of textiles in the 
environment and is able 
to express opinions 
about them 
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 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
 
Printing  

 
Explores images through 
monoprinting on a 
variety of papers 
 
Explores images and 
recreates texture using 
wallpaper, string, 
polystyrene etc 
 
Explores colour mixing 
through printing, using 
two colours and a variety 
of materials 
 
Creates patterns and 
pictures by printing from 
objects using more than 
one colour 
 
 

 
Develops impressed 
images with some detail 
 
Uses equipment and 
media correctly, to 
produce clean printed 
images 
 
Uses appropriate 
language to describe 
tools, media, process, etc. 
 
Looks at and talks about 
their own work and that 
of other artists (eg. 
Warhol, Hokusai, etc.) 
 
Begins to identify the 
different forms printing 
takes: books, pictures, 
wallpaper, fabrics, etc. 

 
Uses printing to 
represent the natural 
environment 
 
Makes connections 
between own work and 
patterns in their local 
environment (e.g. 
curtains, wallpaper) 
 
Uses the equipment 
and media with 
increasing confidence 
 
Creates repeating 
patterns 
 
Prints two-colour 
overlays 

 
Compares own image 
and pattern making 
with that of well-
known artists (eg. 
William Morris) 
 
Develops skills in relief 
and impressed printing 
processes 
 
Uses a sketchbook for 
recording 
textures/patterns 
 
Uses language 
appropriate to a skill 
 
Discusses their own 
work and that of other 
artists (packaging, 
Hiroshige, Escher, etc.) 

 
Recreates images through 
relief  printing using card 
 
Builds up layers with 
drawings and images of 
whole or parts of items using 
various techniques (e.g. card, 
relief) 
 
Works with confidence with 
tools and media 
 
Modifies and adapts print as 
work progresses 
 
Creates a two-coloured print 
 
Combines prints taken from 
different objects to produce 
an end piece 
 
Experiments with ideas and 
plans in a sketchbook 
 
Produces pictorial and 
patterned prints 
 
Experiments with and creates 
repeating patterns  

 
Creates prints, 
overlaying up to 3 
colours 
 
Produces detailed relief 
prints 
 
Creates screen prints, 
following the process 
and refining technique 
 
Develops ideas from 
sketchbook work 
experimentations in 
other areas 
 
Overworks prints (eg. 
with biro / colour 
pencils / paints, etc.)  
 
Discusses and evaluates 
own work and that of 
others, and is aware of 
printed matter in the 
world around them (eg. 
advertising, Bawden, 
Morris, labelling, etc.) 

 

 


